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 Do not spend too long on this question – no more than 5 minutes. 
 Look out for trick statements that sound true, but are actually misleading. 
 Read the question carefully – refer to the specified lines of the text only. 

 
 
 

Activities to help you practise for Question 1 Tick 
when 

complete 
TEST 

 
Turn the page and practise finding information and making inferences by 

reading the extracts and then ticking the true statements 
 

CREATE Use one of the recommended websites below and pick a text to read. 
Create your own true/false question for this text and test a friend. 

www.lonelyplanet.com 
www.theguardian.com (opinion, travel, environment) 
www.thetelegraph.co.uk (news, opinion, culture, travel) 
www.independent.co.uk  

 

 

 

 

TOP 
TIPS: 
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When Meera Syal told her parents she wanted to act, she 
might easily have opened up an unbreachable rift. They 
were a middle-class couple who’d moved from New Delhi 
to Essington, a mining village in the West Midlands, 
shortly before she was born in 1961; their first-generation 
immigrant peers tended to insist their children went into 
“safe” careers like medicine or law. 

“Some of my contemporaries, who didn’t have as liberal 
and as loving parents, wanted to study languages or 
English not pharmacy or business studies and were just 
corralled into jobs that they never loved and lives that they 
probably didn’t want,” she says. 

Having witnessed this, she was determined to pursue her 
dream.  

From The Telegraph, 17th Nov 2016 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
   For a while nothing happened. The warship just sat in the 
darkness stroking its searchlight up and down the shore. To 
get a better view, I joined a group of boys who’d already 
climbed on to the castle wall. We could see the whole of 
Almuñécar below us – the crowds on the beach and the 
spoke of light turning on its invisible hub. As we watched, it 
began to play over the nearby hills and move again along the 
coastal road. Suddenly it picked out a lorry heading towards 
the village, then three more, all packed with men. The beam 
lazily followed them, as though escorting them home, 
lighting up their rifles like little thorns. One could hear 
distant shouting above the sound of the engines – it was El 
Gato’s militia coming back at last.  
   The trucks roared into a village, horns stridently blowing, 
and pulled up in the warship’s pool of light. The beam was 
abruptly switched off, followed by a moment of absolute 
darkness. Then there came a blinding flash from the sea.    
   Silence. It was as though a great fuse had blown. Then the 
mountains behind us thundered, a thunder that boomed 
and cannoned from peak to peak and tumbled in the valleys 
like showers of stones. There was another flash, another 
explosion, another hot blast of air. For a moment we 
imagined it might be some kind of salute to the militia. Then 
we heard the tearing scream of a shell.  
 
From As I Walked Out One Midsummer Morning by Laurie 
Lee 

 
o The warship moves up and down the 

coast, searching. 
 

o A group of boys have climbed the castle 
wall to get a good view of the warship. 

 
o The beach is empty. 

 
o There are three lorries in total, heading 

towards the village 
 

o The trucks make a lot of noise when 
they enter the village. 
 

o The village is under attack from the 
warship. 
 

o They could hear nothing but the sound 
of the engines. 
 

o The warship switches its light off once 
the trucks pull into the village. 
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   The scenery as we approached the junction of the Ohio and 
Mississippi Rivers, was not at all inspiring in its influence. The 
trees were stunted in their growth; the banks were low and flat; 
the settlements and log cabins fewer in number; their inhabitants 
more wan and wretched than any we had encountered yet.  
   No songs of birds were in the air, no pleasant scents, no moving 
lights and shadows from swift-passing clouds. Hour after hour, 
the changeless glare of the hot, unwinking sky shone upon the 
same monotonous objects. Hour after hour, the river rolled along 
as wearily and slowly as the time itself.  
At length, upon the morning of the third day, we arrived at a spot 
so much more desolate than any we had yet beheld that the 
forlornest places we had passed were, in comparison with it, full 
of interest.  
   At the junction of the two rivers, on ground so flat and low that 
at certain seasons of the year it is inundated to the housetops, 
lies a breeding place of fever, ague, and death.  
   A dismal swamp, on which the half-built houses rot away; 
cleared here and there for the space of a few yards; and teeming 
then with rank, unwholesome vegetation, in whose baleful shade 
the wretched wanderers who are tempted hither droop, and die, 
and lay their bones.   

 Dickens admires the scenery on his 
journey. 
 

 The landscape is bleak and dreary. 
 

 The inhabitants live in log cabins. 
 

 The scenery is unchanging and boring 
to the writer. 
 

 The Ohio and Mississippi Rivers merge 
together 
 

 The landscape ins mountainous 
 

 The houses described in the final 
paragraph are sturdy and well-built. 
 

 The landscape is filled with thriving 
wildlife. 

Going to the Moon -an extract from President Kennedy’s speech at 
Rice University, Texas  

   We set sail on this new sea because there is new knowledge to 
be gained, and new rights to be won, and they must be won and 
used for the progress of all people. For space science, like nuclear 
science and all technology, has no conscience of its own. 
Whether it will become a force for good or ill depends on man, …. 
There is no strife, no prejudice, no national conflict in outer space 
as yet. Its hazards are hostile to us all. Its conquest deserves the 
best of all mankind, and its opportunity for peaceful cooperation 
may never come again.  
   But why, some say, the moon? Why choose this as our goal? 
And they may well ask why climb the highest mountain? Why, 35 
years ago, fly the Atlantic? We choose to go to the moon. We 
choose to go to the moon in this decade and do the other things, 
not because they are easy, but because they are hard, because 
that goal will serve to organize and measure the best of our 
energies and skills, because that challenge is one that we are 
willing to accept, one we are unwilling to postpone, and one 
which we intend to win...  
   It is for these reasons that I regard the decision last year to shift 
our efforts in space from low to high gear as among the most 
important decisions that will be made during my incumbency in 
the office of the Presidency. 

 
 Kennedy believes flying to the moon is 

important for the progress of mankind. 
 

 Kennedy believes that space science is 
being used for evil purposes. 
 

 Kennedy believes that space is 
dangerous and unwelcoming. 
 

 Kennedy thinks some people don’t 
understand the point of trying to reach 
the moon. 
 

 Kennedy believes you should try to 
take on difficult challenges rather than 
avoid them. 
 

 Kennedy regrets his decisions to shift 
the focus of America’s space 
exploration to the moon. 
 

 He says they have been exploring 
space for 35 years. 
 

 Kennedy doesn’t like new technology. 
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 Read the question carefully – make sure you know what the 
focus of the question is. For example, in the first example above, 
you must only list the differences between the things to see and 
do at the two festivals. If you wrote about the differences 
between the landscape, scenery or weather, you would not get 
any marks! 

 Try to identify at least 3 differences/similarities 
 Use the Point-Quote-Inference method to answer the question. 

TOP 
TIPS 
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Question 2 Mark Scheme 

AO1Skills:  
Identify and interpret explicit and implicit information and ideas  
Select and synthesise evidence from different texts  
Inference means: draw conclusions, interpret information and clues in a text, work things out that I’m not told directly 

Level 4 – 7- 8 marks 
I can show perceptive 
synthesis and 
interpretation of both texts 
 

I make perceptive inferences from both texts  

I make well-judged use of evidence (from both texts)relevant to the focus of the question  

My statements show perceptive differences between texts  

Level 3 – 5-6 marks  
I clearly synthesise and 
interpret both texts 
 

I make clear inferences from both texts  
I select evidence from the text that is relevant to the focus of the question  

My statements show clear differences between texts  

Level 2 – 3-4 marks 
I show some interpretation 
from one/both texts 
 

I attempt to make inference(s) from one or both texts  

I select some appropriate evidence from one or both texts  

My statements show some difference(s) between texts  

Level 1 – 1-2 marks 
Simple, limited summary 

I offer paraphrase (rewording) rather than inference  
I make simple evidence or references from one or both texts 

My statements show a simple difference between texts  

Level 0 No marks Students in this band will not have offered any differences  
Nothing to reward  

 

 

Use the example papers at the back of this booklet to practise the 
skills for question 2.  

Then use the mark scheme above to self-assess. 
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 Read the question carefully – make sure you know what the 
focus of the question is. For example, in the first example above, 
you must only talk about the language used to influence the 
writer’s father. 

 Try to explore the effect at least 4 language features 
 Use the Point-Evidence-Explain the effect-Link to the question 

method to answer the question. 
 You must use subject terminology. 

 

 

TOP 
TIPS 
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Activities to help you practise for Question 3 Tick 
when 

complete 
CREATE 

 
Create revision cards to help yourself to learn key subject terminology. A 
list of recommended terms is included on the following pages. 

 

TEST Turn the page and practise commenting on language features in the short 
extracts provided. 

 

ANALYSE Analyse the model answers and use the mark scheme to identify what the 
response does well (WWW) and how it could be improved (EBI) 

 

PRACTISE Practise your timings and skills by completing one of the example papers at 
the back of this booklet. 

 

Question 3 Mark Scheme 

AO2 Skills: 
Explain, comment on and analyse how writers use language to achieve effects 
and influence readers, using relevant subject terminology to support views 

Language means: 
Words / Phrases / Language Features / Language Techniques / Sentence Forms 

Level 4: 10 - 12 marks 
I can show detailed and 
perceptive 
understanding of 
language 

I analyse the effects of the writer’s choices of language 

I select a perceptive range of textual detail 

I have a sophisticated understanding of subject terminology 

Level 3:  7-9 marks  
I show a clear 
understanding of 
language 

I explain clearly the effects of the writer’s choices of language 
I select a range of relevant textual detail 

I make clear and accurate use of subject terminology 

Level 2 – 4-6 marks 
I show some 
understanding of 
language 

I try to comment on the effect of language 

I select some appropriate textual detail 

I sometimes use of subject terminology 

Level 1 – 1-3 marks 
I am aware of language 

I offer simple comment on the effect of language 
I select simple references or textual details 

Level 0 No marks No comments offered on the use of language. 
Nothing to reward 
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Today I have nothing but dismal and 
depressing news to report. Our many Jewish 
friends and acquaintances are being taken away 
in droves. The Gestapo is treating them very 
roughly and transporting them in cattle cars to 
Westerbork, the big camp in Drenthe to which 
they’re sending all the Jews. Miep told us about 
someone who’d managed to escape from there. 
It must be terrible in Westerbork. The people 
get almost nothing to eat, much less to drink, as 
water is available only one hour a day, and 
there’s only one toilet and sink for several 
thousand people. Men and women sleep in the 
same room, and women and children often 
have their heads shaved. Escape is almost 
impossible; many people look Jewish, and 
they’re branded by their shorn heads. If it’s that 
bad in Holland, what must it be like in those 
faraway and uncivilized places where the 
Germans are sending them?

 

While walking back to the barracks in 
the snow, with bread in hand, my mind 
wandered back to Camp Hardt. My God, 
that camp was like heaven compared to 
this one. This camp was hell; that much 
I knew. Upon entering the barracks, my 
supposed new home, I saw that there 
were no provisions for heating this cold, 
dreary building

Extract from ‘Survival in the Camps’ a 
holocaust memoir by Abram Korn. 
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I turned around and saw the outside 
world. Although it was morning, it 
looked like twilight because of the 
dust and smoke in the air. People at 
a distance saw the mushroom cloud 
and heard a thunderous roar. But I 
did not see the cloud because I was 
in it. I did not hear the roar, just the 
deadly silence broken only by the 
groans of the injured. Streams of 
stunned people were slowly shuffling 
from the city centre toward nearby 
hills. They were naked or tattered, 
burned, blackened and swollen. 
Eyes were swollen shut and some 
had eyeballs hanging out of their 
sockets. They were bleeding, ghostly 
figures like a slow-motion image 
from an old silent movie. 

Extract from a Hiroshima survivor story 
written in 1990, about the atomic bomb 
which was dropped on the city in 1945. 

 
"We were herded like cattle around the streets 
of Oswestry, officials knocking on the doors of 
those who had put their names down as 
wanting an evacuee. That person come out of 
his house and chose whom they like the look of. 
It was total chaos. Some children were still 
being walked around the streets at midnight". 

The text is a memory of an evacuee, from 
'Our Evacuee', a collection of memories 
compiled by Oswestry Heritage Centre. 
Here, Margaret Corlett describes her 
experiences, as an evacuee. 
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Question: 
How does the writer use language to describe the Poverty she has 
experienced? 

The girl has experienced poverty because she is really poor 
and hungry and is homeless. This is all evidence that she has 
been poor, and that she is poor. She feels sad about this. We 
know his because she doesn't have much food and she is 
hungry and doesn't go to school. It is really sad and I feel 
really sad when I read it because being poor isn't fair, and 
when you read it the writer wants you to think it's sad. There is 
statistics where she says she hasn't eaten for three days. This 
statistic proves that she is hungry and that it makes the reader 
feel sorry for her because today we don't get hungry because 
people have jobs or benefits.  
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Question: 
 

How does the writer use language to describe the Poverty she has 
experienced? 

The journalist describes the girl's life of poverty that she 
experiences everyday. By including the reported speech of the 
girl herself, it gives the text a level of authenticity. 

 

The quote "the large carpet slippers" shows that she is too poor 
to buy shoes. This image where the slippers might "slip off" her 
feet creates a sympathetic figure. 

 

At school the teacher "and my mother took me away because the 
master whacked" her. The onomatopoeic verb "whacked" creates 
a vicious image of a small girl being beaten by a teacher, and 
emphasise her sad life and vulnerability.  We can see how 
poverty has made her suffer, and what a sad life she has led 
because she is poor. 

 

The journalist ends with the words "I never see children crying- 
it's no use." This bleak sentiment ends the text on a very negative 
note, and emphasises the despair she feels about her poverty.  
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TOP 
TIPS 

 



15 
 

 

 

 

ANALYSE  

 

Question 4 Mark Scheme 
 

AO3 Skills: 
Compare writers’ ideas and perspectives, as well as how these are conveyed, across two or 
more texts.  

Perspectives means: 
Viewpoints, beliefs, ideas, opinions. 

Level 4: 13 - 16 marks 
My comparison is 
perceptive  
My points are detailed 

I analyse the methods writers use to convey their ideas 

I select a range of judicious supporting detail from both texts  

I show a detailed understanding of the different ideas and 
perspectives in both texts  

Level 3:  9-12 marks  
My comparison is clear 
My points are relevant 

I explain the methods writers use to convey their ideas clearly 
I select relevant detail to support from both texts  

I show a clear understanding of the different ideas and 
perspectives in both texts 

Level 2 – 5-8 marks 
I make some 
comparisons 

I make some comment on the methods used by the writers to 
make their views clear 
I select some appropriate textual detail/references, not always 
supporting, from one or both texts  
I identify some different ideas and perspectives  

Level 1 – 1-4 marks 
I am aware of language 

I identify simple method used by one or both of the writers 

I make simple references from one or both texts 

I show simple awareness of ideas and/or perspectives 

Level 0 No marks No comments offered about the differences. 
Nothing to reward 
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Question: 
Compare how the writers convey their different perspectives on the presidential 
candidates. 

Although both writers express disappointment or dislike towards Trump, Hopkins 
is disappointed because she likes him and he has let her down, whereas Obama 
is disappointed in what he believes in and the way he treats people. Hopkins 
declares herself a "loyal" fan in the very beginning of the text, this is a clear 
message to the audience that although she is going to be critical, she still will 
support him. Obama also begins with a very clear opinion, she however begins 
with the adverb "sadly". This conveys a very different tone, one that implies she 
feels regret that Trump doesn't share her views and is so negative about people. 
She then goes on to suggest it is because Trump has "so little exposure" to people 
"down on their luck". 
 
Hopkins and Obama both use a type of question and answer to emphasise their 
opinions. Hopkins compares Clinton and Trump 'Wife. Rejected.' and then '"You 
failed to pay more tax than required." "That's smart"'. By contrasting these two 
people using similar techniques, Hopkins is emphasising her admiration for 
Trump. Similarly, Obama states her opinions as fact to demonstrate her feelings 
about Trump. She repeatedly suggests that Trump has formed his opinion 
because he "doesn't know us", and then at the end of the speech suggests that 
the "we" is a strong nation, and "we know better". This opinion stated as fact 
reveals Obama's dedication to her own candidate and her low opinion of Trump. 
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Question: 
Compare how the writers convey their different perspectives on the presidential 
candidates. 

Both writers think that the presidential candidate has made mistakes, 
but Hopkins thinks he is a good candidate and she likes him, we know 
this because she says she likes him. Obama doesn't like him. We 
know she thinks this because we know she doesn't like him because 
she doesn't like him. This has a strong effect on the reader because 
they both don't like him, but one likes him more than the other. 

 

Obama uses repetition and Hopkins use repetition. The repetition has 
a good effect as it keeps it in the reader's mind. 

 

Hopkins doesn't like Clinton, but Obama does like Clinton. She uses 
lots of short dramatic sentences. This shows how she feels about it. 
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America's First Automobile Race, 1895 

 

Henry Ford receives most of the credit for the development of the car in the USA but he 

did not produce the first American automobile. This distinction goes to the Duryea brothers 
- Charles and Frank - who created their first gasoline-powered "horseless-carriage" in 1893. 
The following year, Frank developed a second car with a more powerful two-cylinder 
engine. It was this car that he drove in America's first automobile race on Thanksgiving 
Day, November 27, 1895. The race ran a 54-mile course from down-town Chicago to 
Evanston, Illinois, and back. Frank Duryea described his experience in his autobiography: 

A heavy snow had fallen during the night and we experienced hard going as we drove out 
to Jackson Park from our quarters on Sixteenth Street. Of nearly a hundred entries, only 
six cars lined up for the start. The Duryea Motor Wagon Company's entry was the only 
American-made gasoline car. The word ‘go’ was given at 8:55 and the Duryea was the first 
car away.  

The machine made good going of the soft unpacked snow in Jackson Park, but when we 
came to the busier part of the city, the street surface consisted of ruts and ice hummocks, 
in which the car slewed badly from side to side. 

While still in the lead, the left front wheel struck a bad rut at such an angle that the steering 
arm was broken off. This arm had been threaded and screwed firmly to a shoulder, and it 
was a problem to extract the broken-off threaded part of the arm. When this was finally 
accomplished, we, fortunately, located a blacksmith shop where we forged down, threaded 
and replaced the arm. While delayed, the Macy Benz passed us and held the lead as far as 
Evanston, where we regained it. 

Having made the turn at Evanston, elated at being in the lead again, we started on the 
home trip. We had not yet come to Humboldt Park when one of the two cylinders ceased 
firing... 

This repair was completed in 55 minutes and we got going, feeling that the Macy Benz 
must surely be ahead of us, but learned later that the Macy did not get that far. Breaking 
the way through the snow in Humboldt and Garfield Parks furnished heavy work for the 
motor, but also indicated that all competitors were behind us. After a stop for gasoline, and 
a four-minute wait for a passing train at a railroad crossing, we continued on to the finish 
in Jackson Park, arriving at 7:18pm. The motor had at all times shown ample power, and 
at no time were we compelled to get out and push. 

After receiving congratulations from the small group still remaining at the finish line, among 
whom were the Duryea Motor Wagon Company party, I turned the car and drove back to 
its quarters on Sixteenth Street. 

Extract taken from "America's First Automobile Race, 1895", EyeWitness to History, www.eyewitnesstohistory.com 

(2006). 

 

SOURCE A 

Questions 1-4 Practice 
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Cannonball 2000 rev up in London for five-day 
dash across Europe 

 

The cars were gleaming in the sunshine as participants of this year’s Cannonball 
2000 gathered in London for the annual European tour. Lined up outside the swanky 
Hilton Hotel on Park Lane the 50 participants had their engines roaring and ready to 
go on the five-day long journey. The 2,000 mile tour takes the drivers through five 
European cities. Participants drive from London to Barcelona and make their way 
through Monte Carlo and Milan before crossing the finish line on Paris’ Champs 

Elysees on Sunday. 
  
Ex-boxer Ricky Hatton will be taking part in the race alongside Coronation Street 
actor Ryan Thomas and Emmerdale star Kevin Fletcher. The trio looked very 
pleased with themselves surrounded by glammed-up girls ahead of the race. Other 
contestants tried to out-do each other with crazy costumes and decked out super-
motors. Comics seemed to be a popular theme with drivers dressed up as 
Spiderman and others as Barney and Fred from The Flintstones. 
 
Long-distance race events, such as Cannonball, have received criticism after a 
driver in a rival event, Gumball 3000 Rally, was involved in a crash which killed an 
elderly Macedonian couple in 2007. Wealthy businessman Nicholas Morley was 
spared jail for his involvement in the accident which saw his Porsche 911 crash into 
Vladimir Chepunjoski, 67, and his wife Margarita’s Volkswagen Golf near the 
Albanian border in May five years ago. Mr Morley was given a two-year-suspended 
sentence but the case raised questions about the safety risks of asking participants 
to drive long distances, sometimes 720 miles, in one day.  
 
Cannonball 2000 founder Gary Redman describes the cross-continent drive as a 
‘pulsating five-day party with like-minded people looking to enjoy some of the most 
amazing cities in the world'. The event sponsors children’s charity Dreams Come 
True and donates a percentage of their proceeds to the charity which helps fulfil the 
wishes of terminally ill children. 
 

Writer: SARA MALM 
PUBLISHED: Daily Mail, 5 September 2012 

 
 
  

SOURCE B 
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Question 1  
Read again source A, from ‘The machine made good going....’ to ‘get out and push’. 
 

• Choose four statements below which are TRUE.  
• Shade the boxes of the ones that you think are true.  
• Choose a maximum of four statements. 

 
 
A  It was harder to drive in more populated areas of the city. 

B  The left front wheel was broken when the car hit a bad rut. 

C. They managed to fix the damage themselves. 

D  They overtook the Macy Benz at Evanston. 

E  The next problem was when two cylinders ceased firing. 

F  The repair took 55 minutes. 

G There was a lot of snow in Humboldt and Garfield Parks. 

H  They ran out of petrol at a railroad crossing. 

 

Question 2 

You need to refer to source A and source B for this question. Use details from both sources.  
 

• Write a summary of the differences between Frank Duryea’s automobile race and 
that of the Cannonball 2000. 

 
 
Question 3 
 
You now need to refer only to source B, Cannonball 2000. 

 How does the writer use language to make the race seem exciting to the reader? 
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Press ganged, 1811 

Impressment had been a common method of filling the 

ranks of the British Navy since the 17th century, 

particularly in times of war. Gangs of British seamen 

(press gangs) would rove the streets of seaports in 

search of likely candidates for naval service. Once 

targeted, these hapless victims were forcibly taken 

aboard ship and sent to sea. Twenty-two year old Robert 

Hay was a ship's carpenter who had made one voyage 

aboard a British merchant ship. We join his story as he 

walks through a London neighbourhood: 

"I was, when crossing Tower Hill, accosted by a person in seamen's dress who tapped me on the shoulder 

enquiring in a familiar and technical strain, 'What ship?' I assumed an air of gravity and surprise and told 

him I presumed he was under some mistake as I was not connected with shipping. The fellow, however, 

was too well acquainted with his business to be thus easily put off. 

He gave a whistle and in a moment I was in the hands of six or eight ruffians who I immediately dreaded 

and soon found to be a press gang. They dragged me hurriedly along through several streets amid bitter 

execrations bestowed on them, expressions of sympathy directed towards me, and landed me in one of 

their houses of rendezvous. I was immediately carried into the presence of the Lieutenant of the gang, who 

questioned me as to my profession. . . I made some evasive answers to these interrogations . . . but my 

hands being examined and found hard with work, and perhaps a little discoloured with tar. . . I was 

remanded for further examination. 

In a short time I was reconducted for further examination before the Lieutenant, who told me as I was in 

his hands and would assuredly be kept, I might as well make a frank confession of my circumstances, it 

would save time and insure me better treatment. . .. I therefore acknowledged that I had been on a voyage 

to the West Indies and had come home carpenter of a ship. 

His eye seemed to brighten at this intelligence. 'I am glad of that, my lad,' said he, ‘we are very much in 

want of carpenters. Step along with these men and they will give you a passage on board.' I was then led 

back the way I came by the fellow who first seized me, put aboard of a pinnace at Tower Wharf and by 

midday was boarding the Enterprise. 

I was seized by two marines, hurried along towards the main hatchway with these words thundering in my 

ears, 'A pressed man to go below'. What injustice and mockery thought I . . . but my doom was fixed and I 

was thrust down among five or six score of miserable beings, who like myself had been kidnapped, and 

immured in the confined and unwholesome dungeon of a press room." 

References:  

    This eyewitness account appears in: Hay, M.D (ed.), Landsman Hay -The Memories of Robert Hay 1789-

1847 (1953), republished in: Charles-Edwards, T. and B. Richardson, They Saw it Happen, An Anthology of 

Eyewitness’s Accounts of Events in British History 1689-1897 (1958). Source: "Shanghaied," 1811, 

EyeWitness to History, www.eyewitnesstohistory.com (2009). 

SOURCE A 
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John McCarthy talks about the 

moment he was taken hostage 
 

‘Back in 1986, it was my first big adventure, going off to the Middle East, working as 

a journalist for a television news agency. The civil war in Lebanon had been running 

at that point for around ten years, and was one of the world's big stories. So I was 

excited about being given the chance to go and work there with our Lebanese 

camera crews for a month. 

While I was there, there wasn't much fighting going on. It was a peaceful period of 

the war which gave me the chance to learn the ropes as a field producer without too 

much anxiety. And then a number of Westerners started being picked up and no one 

knew why. So it seemed like a good idea to get out of town until the situation 

became clear again. 

I was on the way to the airport, thinking about getting home later that day, seeing my 

girlfriend, phoning my mum and dad, when suddenly a car raced past us, slapped on 

the brakes and screeched to a halt completely blocking the road. And I remember 

sitting there in the front passenger seat, a couple of colleagues in the back. We didn't 

say a word, just sat there watching this car as the back doors slowly opened and this 

guy got out; this very big, tall young guy, big bushy beard and a machine gun. He 

strolled over to the bonnet and stood there staring at me, then came round to my 

door, yanked it open and grabbed me by the back of my neck, threw me in the back 

of this car and it raced off. That was it in terms of being seen in the world again for 

the next five years. 

I was so near the airport that mentally I was already out of Lebanon, I was on my 

way home, I was in duty free. I wasn't terrified to start with, I was shocked but it was 

almost as if a safety mechanism had taken over me which made it seem like I was 

watching the scene from a film. It was like watching a movie, except I was in the 

movie. It wasn't until I was in the other car being driven away and I was on the floor 

with the gunman almost sitting on top of me and I tried to get up and he rapped me 

on the top of my head with his knuckles which hurts of course and that broke me out 

of this dreamlike state. Suddenly I was in pain and he stroked my head, he just 

wanted me to keep down. But then the real fear took over. Where am I going, what’s 

going to happen? 

Interview by Lyn Hughes for Wanderlust travel magazine 

http://www.wanderlust.co.uk/magazine/articles/interviews/lyn-hughes-interviews-john-mccarthy?page=all 
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Question 4 
 
For this question, you need to refer to the whole of source A together with the whole of 
source B.  
 
Compare how the writers have conveyed their different experiences of being abducted.  
 
In your answer, you could:  
• compare their different experiences and emotions 
• compare the methods they use to convey those experiences and emotions 
• support your ideas with quotations from both texts.  
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Entering the Forbidden City 

 

of Mecca, 1853 

In 1853 intrepid British explorer Sir Richard Francis Burton disguised himself as an Islamic 
pilgrim and made the trek into the heart of Arabia visiting the holy cities of Medina and Mecca, 
which were off limits to non-Muslims. If his true identity as a European Christian had been 
exposed, the penalty for his indiscretion would have been death. 

On Saturday, the 10th of September, at one in the morning, there was great excitement in the 
Caravan, and loud cries of 'Mecca! Mecca! Oh, the Sanctuary, the Sanctuary!' All burst into loud 
praises and many wept. We reached it next morning, after ten days and nights from EI Medinah. 
I became the guest of the boy Mohammed, in the house of his mother. 

First I did the circumambulation of the Haram. Early next morning I was admitted to the house 
of our Lord; and we went to the holy well Zemzem, the holy water of Mecca, and then the 
Ka'abah, in which is inserted the famous black stone, where they say a prayer for the Unity of 
Allah. 

Then I performed the seven circuits round the Ka'abah, called the Tawaf. I then managed to have 
a way pushed for me through the immense crowd to kiss it. While kissing it, and rubbing hands 
and forehead upon it, I narrowly observed it, and came away persuaded that it is an aerolite.  

Burton returned to Mecca about a week later and was able to actually enter the sacred Kaaba. 

"A crowd stood gathered round the Ka'abah, and I had no wish to stand bareheaded and 
barefooted in the midday September sun. At the cry of 'Open a path for the Haji (pilgrim) who 
would enter the House!' the gazers made way. Two stout Meccans, who stood below the door, 
raised me in their arms, whilst a third drew me from above into the building. At the entrance I 
was accosted by several officials, dark-looking Meccans, of whom the blackest and plainest was 
a youth of the,Ben!l Shaybah family, the true blood of the EI Hejaz. He held in his hand the huge 
silver-gilt padlock of the Ka'abah, and presently, taking his seat upon a kind of wooden press in 
the left corner of the hall, he officially inquired my name, nation, and other particulars. The 
replies were satisfactory, and the boy Mohammed was authoritatively ordered to conduct me 
round the building, and to recite the prayers. I will not deny that, looking at the windowless walls, 
the officials at the door, and a crowd of excited fanatics below...my feelings were of the trapped-
rat description,...A blunder, a hasty action, a misjudged word, a prayer or bow, not strictly the 
right shibboleth, and my bones would have whitened the desert sand. This did not, however, 
prevent my carefully observing the scene during our long prayer, and making a rough plan with 
a pencil upon my white ihram." 

  

   "Entering the Forbidden City of Mecca, 1853" taken from EyeWitness to History, 

www.eyewitnesstohistory.com (2006). 

SOURCE A 
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The Fall of the Berlin Wall (1989) 
 
Photojournalist Tom Stoddart describes what it was like to be in Berlin when the Wall 
came down, ending the division of Germany. 
 
In London, I obtained an East German entry visa and by the afternoon was on a plane to 
West Berlin.  Once there, I took a taxi with the intention of crossing into the East at 
Checkpoint Charlie before the crossing point closed for the night. In the back of the cab, I 
was chatting with a young Irish reporter on his first foreign trip. The radio was on, just a low 
background sound, and suddenly I saw the driver stiffen and sit bolt upright.  He turned up 
the sound and I asked him what was happening. He said: “It's amazing. They're opening the 
crossing in an hour.” 
 
We arrived at Checkpoint Charlie about 15 minutes later and at first there was hardly anyone 
around. Then people began to arrive in numbers until there was a huge crowd on the 
Western side. I decided to head for the East German checkpoint and in no-man's land I 
photographed two middle-aged women coming towards me.  Their hands were clasped to 
their faces and they were crying tears of joy and disbelief. They were possibly the first from 
the East to cross to the West at Checkpoint Charlie that night, the first to experience 
freedom.   
 
The border guards looked confused and numb, as if uncontrolled events had overwhelmed 
them.  People from the East surged past them and me and over the next hours I 
photographed incredible scenes of emotion. Some waved their passports at me as they 
headed West and often into the arms of strangers waiting to greet them.  
I pictured two young men who fell to their knees and punched the air when they crossed the 
border. All around me people were hugging and celebrating. Someone held up the late 
edition of a newspaper. The headline read: 'The Wall is gone. Berlin is again Berlin'.  
 
After a couple hours, I made my way round to the Brandenburg Gate where people had 
climbed onto the Wall and some were chipping away at it with hammers and chisels. But 
then the border guards cleared the Wall and were 
preventing others from climbing on.  In one corner, I 
saw soldiers using a fire hose to try and repel those 
beneath them on the western side. Over the next 
hours, though, a group of determined and mainly 
young men acquired more sophisticated tools and 
took it turns to hammer at a particular section of the 
Wall. They even tried to haul it down with a tractor 
and chain at one point but the chain snapped.  The 
young people were cheered on by the crowd as 
they worked, ignoring the drenching they received 
and kept going by adrenalin and the knowledge that 
they were making history.  
 

By TOM STODDART FOR MAILONLINE 
PUBLISHED: 09:50, 5 November 2014  

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2816063/The-astonishing-stories-fall-
Berlin-Wall-Woman-fled-East-Germany-lover-boy-scouts-adventure-lifetime-

reveal-legend-shaped-lives.html 
 

 
 

SOURCE B 
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Question 1  
Read again source A, from ‘A crowd stood gathered....’ to ‘my white ihram’. 
 

• Choose four statements below which are TRUE.  
• Shade the boxes of the ones that you think are true.  
• Choose a maximum of four statements. 

 
 
A  It was a cold day in September. 

B  Haji means ‘pilgrim’. 

C. Burton had to be lifted into the building. 

D  The officials inside were all of the true blood of the EI Hejaz. 

E  Officials showed him around. 

F  He felt relaxed while in the sacred building. 

G He knew he would die if he made a mistake. 

H  He drew a sketch of the interior while he should have been praying. 

 

Question 2 
You need to refer to source A and source B for this question. Use details from both sources.  
 

• Write a summary of the differences between Burton’s description of the forbidden 
city of Mecca and Stoddart’s description of the scenes at the Berlin Wall. 

 

 
Question 3 
You now need to refer only to source B, The Fall of the Berlin Wall. 

 How does the writer use language to make you, the reader, feel part of the 
experience? 

 

Question 4 
 
For this question, you need to refer to the whole of source A together with the whole of 
source B.  
 
Compare how the writers convey their different experiences of entering forbidden territory.  
 
In your answer, you could:  
• compare their different experiences, views and emotions 
• compare the methods they use to convey those experiences, views and emotions 
• support your ideas with quotations from both texts.  
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Activities to help you practise for Question 5 Tick when 
complete 

TEST 
 

Use the ‘test yourself’ section to practise the writing style questions.  

CREATE Create opening sentences for each of the exemplar questions using the ‘Helpful 
Hints…’ section that follows. 

 

EXAMINE Examine articles in broadsheet newspapers such as: The Guardian, The Times, The 
Telegraph. Identify the type of punctuation, sentence structures and vocabulary 
that are commonly used. Practise writing in this style. 

 

TOP 
TIPS: 
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 At least 10 interesting words 
 Facts and opinions 
 Examples and anecdotes 
 An effective rhetorical question 
 A pattern of three (triple) 
 Interesting verbs and adverbs 
 Short sentence for impact 
 Sentence starting with –ed 
 Sentence starting with -ly 
 Sentence starting with -ing 
 Strong opening and concluding paragraph 
 Range of punctuation 
 Range of sentence structures 
 Use language techniques 
 Range of paragraph lengths for effect 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I have used ___ different types of punctuation. 

The most interesting piece of vocabulary I have used is _____ . 

My favourite sentence starter is __________. 

The shortest sentence I have used was ____ words. 

The longest sentence I have used was ____ words. 

The shortest paragraph I have used was ____ lines. 

The longest paragraph I have used was ____ lines. 

I have used ________ to make my structure interesting. 

The language techniques I have used are: 

 

WWW – 

EBI – 
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AQA GCSE English Language – Paper 2 

Theme: Conflict  

Source A: 20th Century Non Fiction  

Captain Charlie May with wife Maude and baby daughter Pauline [HARPER COLLINS] 
November 28, 1915 
 
I see that last evening I boasted that it would take more than rats to disturb us. I was badly 
mistaken. They ran over my legs, body, chest and feet, but when they started on my face I 
must own that I slavishly surrendered, fell to cursing horribly and finally changed my lying 
place. I can tell you they are some rats, these.  
 
December 1, 1915 
 
It is exciting work, sniping. In fact, one must curb the tendency lest it should become a 
fascination. The Second in Command of the E Lancs [East Lancashire Regiment] and myself 
put in a couple of hours this morning and had quite a bit of fun worrying the Boches in their 
trenches.  
 
One fellow was walking across the open – 2,000 yards off – when I spotted him and let go. 
You never saw a chap move quicker in your life. He ran for a tree and jumped behind it 
and I let him have four more there. Whether I got him or not I don’t know but he didn’t 
move for the next half-hour. I know because I waited so anxiously for him. 
 
January 13, 1916 
 
I long and long to see you, to clasp you in my arms… and I long with all my heart to see my 
Baby. How I love her. What hopes I have for her, what a sweet girl she will make.  
 
February 25, 1916 
 
Woke up this morning to find the snow pelting down and covering the ground fully five 
inches deep. Also it was freezing hard. Cotton came in to breakfast with us. He brought 
the little bible which [another soldier] had taken from the body of the dead German. 

 

The following extracts are taken from the diary of Captain Charlie May, a First World War soldier 
who was killed on the morning of July 1st 1916, leading his men into action on the first day of the 
Battle of the Somme. He was 27 years old. After his death the soldier who carried his body from 
the battlefield discovered Captain May’s notebook. He later discovered six further pocketbooks 
among the late officer’s possessions, all written in faint pencil in tiny, italic handwriting.  
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On the fly-leaf in a child’s handwriting the word Dada. War is very sad. Perhaps the man 
may have been something to loathe and detest. I do not know. All I am conscious of is that 
somewhere in his fatherland there is a little child who called him Dada. 

April 6, 1916 
 
Fritz1 strafed our new trenches with heavies and searched round the support with high 
explosive shrapnel and other such obnoxious stuff. One shell claimed three NCOs and 
wounded three men. We all feel wild to get at the beast and hope we may string him up on 
the wire. I saw the killed go down the line. It was a pitiful sight.  
 
Poor boys, shell fire is a horrid thing. Gresty – a lad who was a sergeant of mine – was the 
worst, his body full of gaping holes. It was very, very sad. Do those at home realise how 
their boys go out for them? Never can they do enough for their soldiers, never can they 
repay the debt they owe. Not that the men ask any reward…but one day we’ll get at him 
with the bayonet. We’ll take our price then for Gresty and all the other hundred thousand 
Grestys slain as they were standing at their posts.  
 
June 17, 1916 
 
I do not want to die…the thought that I may never see you or our darling baby again turns 
my bowels to water. My conscience is clear that I have always tried to make life a joy for 
you. But it is the thought that our babe may grow up without my knowing her and without 
her knowing me. I pray God I may do my duty for I know whatever that may entail you 
would not have it otherwise.  
 
July 1, 1916 

We marched up [to the assembly trench] last night. The most exciting march imaginable. 
Guns all round us crashed and roared till sometimes it was quite impossible to hear oneself 
speak. It was, however, a fine sight and one realised from it what gun power really means. 

Fritz, of course, strafed back in reply, causing us some uneasiness and a few casualties 
before even we reached the line. The night passed noisily and with a few more 
casualties. The Hun puts a barrage on us every now and then and generally claims one or 
two victims. 
 
It is a glorious morning. We go over in two hours’ time. It seems a long time to wait and I 
think, whatever happens, we shall all feel relieved once the line is launched.  

No Man’s Land is a tangled desert. Unless one could see it, one cannot imagine what a 
terrible state of disorder it is in. But we do not yet seem to have stopped the machine 
guns. These are popping off all along our parapet as I write. I trust they will not claim too 
many of our lads before the day is over. Now I close this old diary down for the next few 

                                                           
1 Nickname for German soldiers  
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days since I may not take it into the line. I will keep a record of how things go and enter it up 
later. 

 

Source B: 21st Century Non Fiction 

"We go to liberate, not to conquer. We will not fly our flags in their country. We are 
entering Iraq to free a people and the only flag which will be flown in that ancient land is 
their own. Show respect for them.  
There are some who are alive at this moment who will not be alive shortly. Those who do 
not wish to go on that journey, we will not send. As for the others, I expect you to rock their 
world. Wipe them out if that is what they choose. But if you are ferocious in battle, 
remember to be magnanimous in victory. 
Iraq is steeped in history. It is the site of the Garden of Eden, of the Great Flood and the 
birthplace of Abraham. Tread lightly there. You will see things that no man could pay to see 
- and you will have to go a long way to find a more decent, generous and upright people 
than the Iraqis. You will be embarrassed by their hospitality even though they have nothing. 
Don't treat them as refugees for they are in their own country. Their children will be poor, in 
years to come they will know that the light of liberation in their lives was brought by you. 
If there are casualties of war then remember that when they woke up and got dressed in 
the morning they did not plan to die this day. Allow them dignity in death. Bury them 
properly and mark their graves.  
It is my foremost intention to bring every single one of you out alive. But there may be 
people among us who will not see the end of this campaign. We will put them in their 
sleeping bags and send them back. There will be no time for sorrow. 
The enemy should be in no doubt that we are his nemesis and that we are bringing about 
his rightful destruction. There are many regional commanders who have stains on their 
souls and they are stoking the fires of hell for Saddam. He and his forces will be destroyed 
by this coalition for what they have done. As they die they will know their deeds have 
brought them to this place. Show them no pity. It is a big step to take another human life. It 
is not to be done lightly. 
I know of men who have taken life needlessly in other conflicts. I can assure you they live 
with the mark of Cain upon them. If someone surrenders to you then remember they have 
that right in international law and ensure that one day they go home to their family.  
The ones who wish to fight, well, we aim to please. If you harm the regiment or its history 
by over-enthusiasm in killing or in cowardice, know it is your family who will suffer. You will 
be shunned unless your conduct is of the highest - for your deeds will follow you down 
through history. We will bring shame on neither our uniform or our nation.  
It is not a question of if, it's a question of when. We know he has already devolved the 
decision to lower commanders, and that means he has already taken the decision himself. 

The following source shows the speech that Colonel Tim Collins gave to the 1st Battalion of 
the Royal Irish Regiment, on the eve of them entering Iraq in 2003. 
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If we survive the first strike we will survive the attack. As for ourselves, let's bring everyone 
home and leave Iraq a better place for us having been there. Our business now is North.” 

Section A: Reading  

Answer all questions in this section. You are advised to spend about 45 minutes on this 
section 

Q1) Read lines 1 to 20 of Source A. Choose four statements below which are TRUE.        

(4 marks) 

A. The writer finds being a sniper exciting.                                                 

B. A German bible had ‘mama’ written on the inside cover.  

C. Rats disturbed the men when they slept.  

D. Gresty died after a bomb attack. 

E. The man hiding behind the tree didn’t move for an hour.  

F. There was five inches of snow on the ground one day.  

G. He longs to see his little girl.  

Q2) Refer to Source A and Source B. Write a summary of the differences in the writers’ 
attitudes towards those they are fighting.                                                                                      

(8 Marks) 

 

Q3) Refer to Source B. How does Collins use language to present positive views of 
war?                                                                                                                                  

(12 marks) 

 

 

Q4) Refer to Source A and Source B. Compare how the writers convey their 
attitudes to being a soldier during wartime. In your answer, you should: 

 compare their attitudes 
 compare the methods they use to convey their attitudes 
 support your ideas with quotations from both texts 

 
(16 marks) 
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Section B: Writing  

You are advised to spend about 45 minutes on this section. Write in full sentences. You are 
reminded of the need to plan your answer. You should leave enough time to check your 
work at the end. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Q5) 

‘There is no glory in war.’ 

2016 marks the 100 year anniversary of the Battle of the Somme.  

Write a letter to your local council discussing how your town should remember the First 
World War, and how celebrations could be used to promote peace. 

(24 marks for content and organisation 16 marks for technical accuracy) 

(40 marks) 
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AQA GCSE English Language Paper 2: Writer’s Viewpoints and 
Perspectives  

 
Theme: Marriage  

 
Source A: 21st Century Non Fiction 

 
3,000 women a year forced into marriage in UK, study finds 

 
Jo Revill and Anushka Asthana, The Guardian, Saturday 8th March, 2008.  

 
At least 3,000 young women in Britain are the victims of forced marriages each year, with 
the scale of the problem far bigger than originally thought, according to a ground-breaking 
report out this week. 
 
The first study ever conducted in the UK into the prevalence of the custom shows that 
there are far more victims, spread across different ethnic minority communities, than 
official figures suggest. 
 
Teachers should be given a key role in talking confidentially to young girls whom they 
believe may be at risk of being coerced into marriages, particularly if there is suspicion that 
an older sister has been married off against her will, the report recommends.  
But there also needs to be more determined effort within communities to end the 
practice, so that forced marriages become a matter of shame and humiliation for parents, 
instead of being a matter of pride. 
 
The Home Office-funded study calls on authorities to take the institution more seriously, so 
that it is treated as an issue of illegality, domestic violence and bullying. The study, which 
looked at cases in Luton, a town with a large south Asian community, found at least 300 
cases where victims had contacted community organisations. Yet the government's forced 
marriage unit, set up to tackle the problem three years ago, handles only 300 cases a year 
nationwide. 
 
The report concludes that at least 10 times that number, and possibly far more that, are 
taking place, without any agencies ever finding out, although forced marriages are illegal 
under British law. 
 
The government has ordered a national count of missing schoolgirls amid fears that 
hundreds have been forced into marriage, or are living in fear of so-called "honour" 
violence. Researcher Nazia Khanum, who carried out the study, said: "There is this wall of 
silence around forced marriages. Of course, there are thousands of arranged marriages 
happening in Britain each year but that is very different, as both partners in these are 
willing participants. We are talking about girls being very much coerced into those 
marriages, often not knowing beforehand who their husbands will be, and then having little 
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or no rights once they are married. Most of them feel there is simply no one they can turn 
to.'  
 
Labour MP Margaret Moran, who helped set up the study in her constituency of Luton 
South, said she was shocked by the scale of abuse which they had uncovered. "It's 
uncomfortable for people to think about, but it can't remain this hidden any longer.  
"It's not simply about Muslim families; we also found that it happens among Chinese and 
African communities too, such as the Somali families. Nor is it something that comes 
across with new immigrants. 
 
"Many of these women were third-generation British and it is just a custom that is being 
handed down between the ages. It is something that causes enormous grief and now has to 
be seen for what it is: a form of bullying, often resulting in violence and great damage." 
 
The report has discovered that sometimes brides are being forced into marriages with 
men who are severely disabled, and whom they have never met before. There are 
particular concerns about the women who are brought up outside the UK, are married 
overseas and then brought into the country as brides. 
 
Many women then find themselves "subjugated into the in-laws' family culture" which can 
be a traumatic experience.  
 
Some girls are married off when they are just 16, and even if they want to go into higher 
education, it almost certainly means the end of their schooling. 
 
Shaminder Ubhi, the director of the Ashiana Project, which provides refuge to south Asian, 
Turkish and Iranian women, said in response to the report: "Certainly we agree that forced 
marriage, at a basic level, is an abuse of human rights. It can affect girls as young as 14, 15 
and 16 years old and can involve emotional coercion, forced imprisonment, violence and 
in the extreme, murder.  
 
"It is an abuse of women." 
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Source B: 19th Century Non Fiction 

Article from The Sheffield and Rotherham Independent newspaper, 1879  

Selling a Wife by Auction 

It is only a few months since that a paragraph went the round of the papers relating how a 
certain stonemason at Rawtenstall, in Rossendale, sold his wife to another man for the sum 
of £10; but it would seem from certain proceedings which took place last week at 
Stacksheads, a Rossendale village, that the money value of wives has sadly declined since 
that event.  

A navvy, living at Tunstead Mill, Stacksteads, determined to get rid of the ‘partner of his 
joys and sorrows’ by offering her for sale by auction, the highest bidder as usual to ‘take the 
lot.’  

On Tuesday last the sale took place at the husband’s house, but despite Solomon’s 
testimony as to a woman being more precious than rubies, and notwithstanding that the 
spectators were numerous, the highest offer was only 4d, at which low figure the wife was 
eventually ‘knocked down’ to another navvy, who, by-the-by, lived next door.  

The seller wanted to ‘throw in’ three children, but the buyer objected, and the bairns were 
left on hand. The wife, however, went joyfully to the home of her new owner, and seemed 
to be quite as glad to get away from her late liege lord as he was to part with her.  

The occurrence has caused quite a stir in the locality, and has been commented upon by 
the local press.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Victorian times, divorce was an option only open to wealthy married men, with married women 
treated as second class citizens. The following newspaper article from The Sheffield and Rotherham 
Independent, published on 29th July 1879, reports on a man who decided to sell his wife instead.  

5 

10 

15 



39 
 

 

Section A: Reading  

Answer all questions in this section. You are advised to spend about 45 minutes on this 
section. 

 

Q1) Read again the first section of Source A, lines 1-20. Choose 4 statements which are 
TRUE.  (4 marks)  

A. At least 3,000 young women in England are forced into marriage every year.  

B. Studies showed that findings were spread across different ethnic minority 

communities.  

C. The study found 200 cases where victims had contacted community 

organisations.  

D. Forced marriages need to be seen as a source of shame, not pride.  

E. The forced marriage unit was set up 4 years ago to tackle the problem.  

F. Teachers should be given a key role in talking to girls they think are at risk.  

G. The government forced marriage unit deals with 400 cases a year 

nationwide.  

 

Q2) You need to refer to Source A and Source B for this question. Write a summary of the 
differences in views towards marriage in both sources.              

(8 marks) 
 
 
 
Q3) You now need to refer only to Source B, the article regarding a husband selling his wife. 
How does the writer use language to add humour to the article?                                      

 (12 marks) 
 
 
 
Q4) For this question, you need to refer to the whole of Source A together with Source B.  
 
Compare how the two writers convey their different attitudes to marriage.  
 
In your answer, you could:  
 
• compare their different attitudes  
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• compare the methods they use to convey their attitudes  
• support your ideas with references to both texts.  

(16 marks)  
 

Section B: Writing  

You are advised to spend about 45 minutes on this section. Write in full sentences. You are 
reminded of the need to plan your answer. You should leave enough time to check your 
work at the end. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Q5)  

 ‘There is no longer a place for marriage in the modern world. A woman is not a man’s 
possession, to be given away at an altar, and nearly half of today’s marriages now end in divorce 

anyway.’ 

Write a blog piece in which you explain your point of view on this statement. 

 (24 marks for content and organisation 16 marks for technical accuracy) 

(40 marks) 
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AQA GCSE English Language Paper 2: Writers’ Viewpoints and 
Perspectives 

Theme: Nursing  

Source A: 19th Century Non-Fiction 

A message came to me to prepare for 510 wounded on our side of the Hospital who were arriving from 
the dreadful affair of the 5th November from Balaklava, in which battle were 1763 wounded and 442 
killed, besides 96 officers wounded and 38 killed. I always expected to end my days as Hospital Matron, 
but I never expected to be Barrack Mistress. We had but half an hour’s notice before they began landing 
the wounded. Between one and nine o’clock we had the mattresses stuffed, sewn up, laid down—alas! 
Only upon matting on the floor—the men washed and put to bed, and all their wounds dressed. I wish I 
had time. I would write you a letter dear to a surgeon’s heart. I am as good as a Medical Times! But oh! 
you Gentlemen of England who sit at home in all the well-earned satisfaction of your successful cases, 
can have little idea from reading the newspapers of the horror and misery in a Military Hospital of 
operating upon these dying, exhausted men. A London Hospital is like a Garden of Flowers compared to 
it. 
 
We have our Quarters in one Tower of the Barrack, and all this fresh influx has been laid down between 
us and the Main Guard, in two corridors, with a line of beds down each side, just room for one person to 
pass between, and four wards. Yet in the midst of this appalling horror (we are steeped up to our necks in 
blood) there is some good, and I can truly say, like St. Peter: “It is good for us to be here”—though I doubt 
that if St. Peter had been here, he would have said so. As I went my night-rounds among the newly 
wounded that first night, there was not one murmur, not one groan, the strictest discipline—the most 
absolute silence and quiet prevailed—only the steps of the Sentry—and I heard one man say: “I was 
dreaming of my friends at home,” and another said, “I was thinking of them.” These poor fellows bear 
pain and mutilation with an unshrinking heroism which is really superhuman, and die, or are cut up 
without a complaint. 
 
The wounded are now lying up to our very door, and we are landing 540 more from the Andes. I 
take rank in the Army as Brigadier General, because 40 British females, whom I have with me, are 
more difficult to manage than 4,000 men. Let no lady come out here who is not used to fatigue and 
privation. Every ten minutes an Orderly runs, and we have to go and cram lint into the wound till a 
Surgeon can be sent for, and stop the bleeding as well as we can. In all our corridor, I think we have not 
an average of three limbs per man. And there are two ships more “loading” at the Crimea with 
wounded— (this is our phraseology). Then come the operations, and a melancholy, not an encouraging 
list is this. They are all performed in the wards—no time to move them; one poor fellow exhausted with 
hæmorrhage, has his leg amputated as a last hope, and dies ten minutes after the Surgeon has left him. 
Almost before the breath has left his body it is sewn up in its blanket, and carried away and buried the 
same day. We have no room for corpses in the wards. The surgeons pass on to the next, an excision of 
the shoulder-joint, beautifully performed and going on well. Ball lodged just in the head of the joint and 
fracture starred all round. The next poor fellow has two stumps for arms, and the next has lost an arm 
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Florence Nightingale was a nurse during the Crimean war, when Britain and France went to war 
with Russia for two years in 1854. In this extract, she describes her role nursing wounded soldiers.  
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and a leg. As for the balls, they go in where they like and come out where they like and do as much harm 
as they can in passing. 

35 
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Source B:  21st Century Non Fiction 
 
Article taken from www.nursingtimes.net, May 7th 2014 
 

The majority of NHS nurses feel underpaid, overworked and undervalued, 
according to a survey carried out jointly by Nursing Times and ITV. 

 
More than eight of 10 nurses said they did not have enough time to give patients 
adequate care and a quarter believed they had put a patient’s life at risk because they 
were too busy or overworked. Staff shortages and too much paperwork were the most 
common factors stopping nurses from doing their job properly, they said. 
 
The survey results were due to be featured this week in ITV’s breakfast programme Good 
Morning Britain, as part of a special edition on nursing. The findings are a stark reminder 
of the everyday pressures faced by frontline nursing staff, and their view that staffing 
remains the key factor in ensuring patient safety. 
 
Despite an increasing recognition by many hospital trusts that they need to recruit more 
nurses, the findings suggest there is still a long way to go. This was further confirmed last 
week when persistent staff shortages were cited as a major factor for Heatherwood and 
Wrexham Park Hospitals Foundation Trust being placed in “special measures” by 
healthcare regulators. 
 
Around two-thirds of respondents, 66%, said they worried about the level of care that 
their ward, hospital or clinic could give to patients outside normal working hours. A similar 
percentage said their ward, hospital or clinic could not function at night, weekends or 
Bank Holidays without using agency staff. A massive 96% of respondents said there is too 
much paperwork in the NHS, in spite of ongoing efforts to reduce it, for example by 
improving technology, and it being a government priority that is often name-checked in 
ministerial speeches. 
 
In addition, 76% of survey respondents said they did not feel valued by their manager and 
86% said they did not get paid enough money for the job they do. A possible concern is 
that a significant chunk of respondents lacked confidence in their own work environment. 
Asked whether they would be happy to be a patient in the ward, hospital or clinic where 
they worked, 57% “yes” but 43% said “no”. Meanwhile, when asked whether they would 
encourage their own child to go into nursing, based on their experience, 73% of 
participants said “no”, while only 27% answered “yes”. 
 
Although, the survey results highlighted the struggles faced by nurses, respondents 
remained positive about their motivation. One nurse said: “My job is great and I love it, 
when I am given the opportunity to do it well,” while another stated: “Although my 
responses are negative, I love my job.” A further respondent said: “Despite all the 
pressures, the public should understand that as nurses we do try our best.” 
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Section A: Reading  

 

Answer all questions in this section. You are advised to spend about 45 minutes on this 
section 

Q1) Read lines 1 to 11 of Source A. Choose four statements below which are TRUE.  

(4 marks) 

 

A. 510 wounded soldiers arrived at the same time.        
 

B. 442 were killed in the Battle of Balaklava. 
 

C. There were not enough bandages to dress wounds. 
 

D. The nurses had only 30 minutes to prepare. 
 

E. The men were washed before being put to bed. 
 

F. 176 were wounded in the Battle of Balaklava. 
 

G. Florence Nightingale was a Hospital Matron. 
 

 

Q2) Referring to Source A and Source B, write a summary of the differences in 
attitudes towards nursing.                                

(8 Marks)  

 

 

Q3) Refer to Source B. How does the writer use language to convey opinions on the 
NHS?                                                                                                   

 (12 Marks) 

 

                                                                                                 

  



45 
 

Q4) Refer to Source A and Source B. Compare how both sources explore the highs 
and lows of nursing. In your answer, you should: 

 

 compare their attitudes 
 compare the methods they use to convey their attitudes 
 support your ideas with quotations from both texts 

              

(16 
Marks) 

 

 

 

 

Section B: Writing 

 

You are advised to spend about 45 minutes on this section. Write in full sentences. 

You are reminded of the need to plan your answer. 

You should leave enough time to check your work at the end. 

 

 

Q5) 
 

“It isn’t all about the doctors. Support staff and nurses deserve much better pay and working 
conditions in recognition of the vital work they do in saving lives day after day.” 

 
Write a letter to Jeremy Hunt MP, Secretary of State for Health, in which you explain your views on 
this statement. 
 

(24 marks for content and organisation 
16 marks for technical accuracy) 

 
(40 marks) 
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AQA English Language GCSE – Paper 2 
 

Theme: Nazi Looting 
 

Source B: 21st Century Literary Non-Fiction 

 

 

 

 
Slowly Posey and Kirstein began to realize just how much was hidden in the Merkers mines. Crated 
sculptures, hastily packed, with photographs clipped from museum catalogues to show what was 
inside. Ancient Egyptian papyri in metal cases, which the salt in the mine had reduced to the 
consistency of wet cardboard. There was no time to examine the priceless antiquities inside, for in 
other rooms there were ancient Greek and Roman decorative works, Byzantine mosaics, Islamic 
rugs, leather and buckram portfolio boxes. Hidden in an inconspicuous side room, they found the 
original woodcuts of Albrecht Dürer’s famous Apocalypse series of 1498. And then more crates of 
paintings – a Rubens, a Goya, a Cranach packed together with minor works.  
 
Going into a potassium mine – or a copper mine, or a salt mine, or any other type of German mine 
– was an uncomfortable experience. These were working mines, not tourist sites, and the 
passageways were rough, narrow, and cramped. Much of the equipment was old and, because the 
war had drawn away men and materials, poorly maintained. The Germans had chosen the safety 
of deep mines for their repositories, so the soldiers often traveled a quarter-mile into the ground, 
and another quarter-mile laterally at the bottom. To exist in perpetual darkness, far below the 
earth, without a map of the mine or assurance the next passageway wasn’t booby-trapped or the 
next holding bay not full of dynamite, was a nerve-jangling experience. Even worse, most of the 
mines were in areas that had been bombed or shelled, knocking out their power supplies. They 
were dark, cold, and damp.  
 
The Merkers complex included more than 35 miles of tunnels and a dozen entrances. There was 
no inventory of the works in the mines, but Dr. Rave had a list of the museums and collections 
from which they had come.  On the morning of April 13, Stout worked out the materials needed to 
pack all the artwork for shipment: boxes, crates, files, tape, thousands of feet of packing materials. 
His conclusion: “No chance of getting them.” 
 
In addition, Stout learned that instead of evacuating on April 17, they would be leaving on April 15. 
“A rash procedure,” Stout noted in his diary, “and ascribed to military necessity.” General Patton 
was charging ahead, and he didn’t want to leave four battalions behind to guard a gold mine. 
Furthermore, Merkers, and all its treasures, were in the Russian zone of occupation.  
 

The following source is taken from The Monuments Men by Robert M. Edsel (2009.) The Monuments 
Men were an Allied group that were given the task of finding and saving pieces of art and other 
culturally important items before Nazis destroyed or sold them on during World War II. Here, U.S. 
troops take possession of Merkers mine, filled with both explosives and stolen treasures from around 
Europe, on April 6, 1945. Monuments Men arrived two days later.  

5 

10 

15 

20 

25 



47 
 

Thirty minutes after midnight on April 15, Stout finished his plans for the evacuation of Merkers. 
Unable to secure packing materials, he had requisitioned from the Luftwaffe uniform depot 
Kirstein found in the Menzengraben mine a thousand sheepskin coats, the kind German officers 
used on the Russian front. Most of the 40 tons of artwork would be wrapped in the coats, recrated 
with similar works, then organized into appropriate collections. The gold was too heavy to be 
loaded to the tops of the trucks, so crates of paintings would be mixed in to maximize the load. 
Loading would start in an hour, at 02:00, 36 hours ahead of the original schedule. By 04:30 the 
artwork already in crates or boxes was brought to the surface and loaded. “No time to sleep,” 
Stout wrote. He had to prepare invoices and detailed instructions for the unloading and storage of 
the artwork in Frankfurt. 
 
At 08:00, an hour before the first convoy left, Stout started on the uncrated paintings. He planned 
to move them to a building above ground for temporary storage, but even with 25 men, the work 
proved impossible. By noon, the crew had reached 50, and Stout had decided to crate the 
paintings underground. Unfortunately, the large crates were awkward to handle, especially in the 
confusion of the mineshafts. Jeeps had been brought down to help transport the gold, blocking 
some passages. Their exhaust fouled the air, and the occasional backfire of an engine echoed 
ominously in the rocky corridors. The gold was being sprayed with water to remove the corrosive 
salt of the mine, and the main shaft to the elevator was ankle-deep with the runoff. Soldiers were 
scurrying in all directions, carrying stacks of money, bags of gold, and ancient art, and it was all 
Stout could do to keep his men from wandering off in the confusion and not returning to work. 
  
…“The last time I saw them,” Lincoln Kirstein wrote in his account of the operation, “Lieutenant 
Stout was gravely whirling a swing aerometer in all corners of their new home, determining the 
humidity.” He had been up for almost four straight days, but as always with Stout the job got done 
– and done right.  
 
It had been a remarkable few weeks, but no Monuments Men were celebrating. If the Western 
Allied forces could stumble on Merkers, they could easily stumble on something just as 
extraordinary and unexpected…. And still out there, somewhere in Nazi hands, were known to be 
two great treasure troves of looted European art: the cream of the French artistic patrimony, 
reportedly stored in the castle at Neuschwanstein; and Hitler’s treasure chamber deep at 
Altaussee, in the Austrian Alps, which contained many of the greatest works of art in the world.  
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Source A: 20th Century Non-Fiction  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SOME time ago, newspaper’s reported that Hitler had moved the famous painting of the 
‘Mona Lisa’ from the Louvre, in Paris, and had it brought back to Berchstesgaden. At first glance, 
this seems almost incredible. We simply cannot concieve of this former paper-hanger of Braunau 
hanging one of the most famous works of art of all time in his bedroom. Yet the last years have  
taught us that, as far as Hitler is concerned, the most unbelievable things become real.  

 
Can you imagine the ‘Mona Lisa’ hanging in Hitler’s 
bedroom, and side by side a gaudy picture of a little Nazi 
film actress painted by some German painter, chosen for 
this particular distinction for the only reason that he had 
been a member of the Nazi party since its foundation?  
Can you imagine the former house painter staring at these 
pictures and drawing comparisons? The real taste of this 
man whom Nazi propaganda agents depict not only as the 
greatest of all statesmen and soldiers but, in addition, as 
one of the outstanding art connoisseurs of all time, is 
revealed in his own childishly amateurish watercolours. 
After his ascension to power, Hitler did not withdraw these 
paintings from the market. On the contrary, they are being 
sold now at prices which formerly were paid by 
internationally famous collectors for the works of Rubens  
or Franz Hals.  
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Recently, at the opening of an exhibition of German war paintings, a Nazi paper wrote “The Fuhrer 
leads the way, as shown by several of his watercolours and drawings of the last war. These are not 
merely evidence of his talent, but explain his statement that ‘art is the nation’s noblest defence.’”  
 
In the present phase of the war, information of atrocities committed by German soldiers, 
execution of hostages and military operations, undoubtedly overshadows all news coming out of 
Nazi-occupied Europe. However, it is important to throw some light on the fact that hitherto has 
scarcely been noticed. Yes, it is necessary to point to the systematic looting of the great works of 
art, organised by the Nazis into the smallest detail. Some time ago, a meeting of art experts in the 
United Nations took place in London. At this meeting, sensational revelations of the looting of 
European art-treasures by the German Occupying Forces were made for the first time.  
 
The German Foreign office has organised a special ‘Nazi Art Corps’ under the command of Herr 
von Ribbentrop. This corp consists of four battalions and their special task is to seize the historical 
and cultural treasures of occupied cities immediately after their conquest, to confiscate libraries of 
scientific institutions, to comb them for precious books and manuscripts and to send all these 
objects directly to Germany. Herman Goering has his own men to do the looting for him. Proudly, 
he contends that Karin-Hall, his sumptuous estate near Berlin, lodges the most precious collection 
of paintings to be found today anywhere in the world. 
 
 

Section A: Reading  
 

Answer all questions in this section. You are advised to spend about 45 minutes on this 
section 

Q1) Read lines 1 to 20 of Source A. Choose four statements below which are TRUE.       

(4 marks)  

A. Posey and Kirstein arrived at Merkers on April 6th, 1945.  
B. The salt from the mines had reduced the ancient papyri to the  

consistency of wet cardboard  
C. The Merkers mine complex contained more than 45 miles of  

tunnels and chambers. 
D. Hidden in an inconspicuous room they found original woodcuts  

of Albrecht Dürer’s famous Apocalypse series of 1488.  
E. The men described going into the mines as a ‘nerve-jangling  

experience.’  
F. The Monument Men found Ancient Greek and Roman decorative 

 works, Byzantine mosaics and Islamic rugs along with other items.  
G. Most of the mines were in areas that had been bombed or shelled.  
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Q2) Referring to Source A and Source B, write a summary of the differences in the writers’ 
discussion of stolen art works during WW2.                                                                           

(8 Marks) 

 

Q3) Refer to Source B. How does the writer use language to convey the dedication 
of the Monuments Men to their task of retrieving stolen art?                                                                             

(12 marks)  

 

Q4) Refer to Source A and Source B. Compare how the writers convey attitudes to 
stolen art works.  

 compare their attitudes 
 compare the methods they use to convey their attitudes 
 support your ideas with quotations from both texts 

              

(16 marks)  

 

Section B: Writing  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Q5)  

‘All art is quite useless.’ – Oscar Wilde 

Write an article for your school newspaper in which you explain your thoughts and opinions on 
this statement.  

(24 marks for content and organisation,  
16 marks for technical accuracy.) 

  

(40 marks)  

 


