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the task of building a vehicle to cross a two metre wide 
river using familiar tools such as hand drills.  
Students worked closely as a team to brainstorm and 
develop ideas, then went on to create a portfolio that 
was assessed by judges and marked out of 10. The 
next stage was to create the vehicle itself and also a 
pulley system, which tested students’ time 
management skills as well as their advanced ability in 
the subject of technology.  
Judges commented 
on the speed and 
accuracy of the 
students as they 
worked, after having 
questioned teams 
continually throughout 
the day.  
Mr Cruickshank, 
Subject Leader of 
Technology, said, “I’m 
really pleased and 
proud that our GCSE Technology students won this 
prestigious tournament – they worked very hard”. 
The students were announced as winners during a 
ceremony at the end of the competition and were given 
the chance to meet the Mayor of Whitby during the 
presentation of their certificates. 
Rotary Club representative, Guy Hirst, came into 
school on 19th March to present the students with their 
impressive trophy during a whole school assembly. 
 
Additionally, some of our Year 8 students won the 
cross county STEM event where they took part in a 
visit to Alton Towers and then had to design a roller 
coaster the following day.   
 

Students Remember WWI 
On 18th March visitors from the local community 
gathered in our main hall after school for an event to 
mark the beginning of our commemoration of the 100th 
anniversary of the First World War. 
Organised by the History Department and involving 
students from Years 
8, 9 & 10, there was 
much to see. Short 
videos produced by a 
History / ICT club run 
by our ICT 
Technician, Miss 
Stainsby, were 
screened to an 
audience of 
community members, 
staff, students and parents. There was also a display 
of models produced by Year 9 students, First World 
War memorabilia and books.  
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There could be some new developments here at 
the campus, determined by a consultation process 
that continues this term. It will decide whether 
Huntcliff School and Saltburn Primary School 
become full members of the East Cleveland 

Cooperative 
Learning Trust, 
of which we are 
currently 
partners of.  

A decision in 
favour would 
mean joining the 
majority of 
schools across 

East Cleveland and Guisborough, allowing us to 
work together even more to increase the quality of 
young peoples’ learning and achievement. 

We already benefit from working together as 
partners, demonstrated by things such as school-
to-school learner activities, governor training and 
Headteacher groups, but our new shared trust 
status would increase cooperation for the benefit 
of all involved.  
A public consultation period has recently ended, 
and will now be followed by a Governor decision 
on whether to proceed to the final stage of being 
given full Trust membership. Should we proceed, 
the ultimate decision will be made at the end of 
June to start in September. 
 

Rotary Club Triumph 

Four Year 10 students have been crowned 
winners of the Rotary Club Technology 
Tournament in the Intermediate section, which 
was held at the Spa Pavilion in Whitby on 6th 
March.  
Matthew Russell, James Woods, Morgan Williams 
and Shannon Robinson, who study GCSE 
Technology in either Systems & Controls or 
Graphic Products, took part in the one-day 
competition led by Whitby Rotary Club. They had 
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Thirteen year-old Nathaniel Garland from Year 8 said, 
“I thought it was enjoyable for the students who 
participated. I enjoyed linking our work to the BBC 
News website, and it was really good using the iPads 
– it made it much easier to complete work.” 
 

V For Victory 
National No Smoking Day on 12th 
March welcomed the Targeted 
Youth Service to one of our school 
assemblies. Here, Andy 
Hutchinson, a service 
representative,  led an 
inspirational talk about what the 
day is all about, promoting the 
slogan ‘V for Victory’. 
National No Smoking Day links 
with our ‘Healthy School' programme, working to 
develop our students’ awareness, give healthy 
lifestyle guidance as well as policies for the benefit of 
all students and staff. 

 
Renowned Poet Pays a 
Visit British Poet, Playwright and Novelist, Simon 

Armitage CBE, made a special 
visit here on 12th February to 
work exclusively with our 
students and lead a 
presentation for teachers. 
Sixteen Year 10 Gifted and 
Talented English students 
were chosen to be part of a 
session, where the focus was 
on ways to achieve the best in 

the GCSE English exam. Simon performed a 
selection of his poems, some of which form part of the 
GCSE English syllabus. It gave our students a unique 
insight into how to tackle the meaning of poetry and it 
was an incredible chance to see the person behind 
some of the work that they study. Simon even 
autographed one of the carpet tiles, which will appear 
within the soon-to-be refurbished library. 
Simon said, ‘the best thing about working with young 
people is that they are looking at my poems through 
new eyes, which makes me keep thinking harder 
about my own work’. 
Simon’s visit was funded by the NUT, and coordinated 
by Joint Secretary and Saltburn Primary Teacher, Mrs 
Wills. Later in the evening, Simon delivered an 
evening performance to campus staff and also 
teachers from other schools, performing readings of 
his prose and talking about classroom creativity.  

As part of their work, Year 
8 & 9 Gifted and Talented 
students had used a 
green screen and video 
editing tools in advance of 
the event to produce 
documentaries based on 
the First World War, of 
which the final versions 
were shown.  
Local historian, Tony Lynn 
MBE, who continues to 
support us with our projects, gave a fascinating 
pictorial presentation of Saltburn during World War 
One. 
Additionally, Year 9 students performed a short 
drama about the Christmas Truce and the impact of 
the War . 
A local community group explained their plans for an 
event in Saltburn on 29th June and encouraged local 
people to get in touch with any information they might 
have about the First World War. 
Miss Mohon, one of our History Teachers, outlined 
other plans for the commemoration, including a 
Remembrance Garden on Saltburn Learning Campus 
and a trip to the Battlefields in Belgium with Year 8 
students as part of our summer activity programme. 
Those who attended the event were encouraged to 
write their reflections about the commemoration of the 
anniversary on a poppy - the poppies will then form 
part of a 'reflection wreath' to be displayed in the 
History Department. 
We made the News! 
On 27th March, we once again took part in a national 
School News Report project run by the BBC and led 
by one of our English Teachers, Mrs Kirby. 
Gifted and Talented students in Year 8 and Year 9 
participated, which saw them presenting their own 
version of breaking news stories from the local area 
and around the world. The students, who were also 
assisted by Mrs Willoughby in the library, as well as 
Andrew Stogdale from Inspire2Learn, were pleased to 
be able to work with our state of the art equipment 
such as iPads and the green screen. The day 

followed several 
weeks of 
preparation 
during after 
school 
workshops in 
which students 
created pre-
prepared stories 
to feature on 
their webpage. 
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Former Student 
Shares Words of 
Wisdom Jo Spencer, one of 

our former students, visited us last 
term to exclusively give talks to our 
Year 11 students on her experience 
in further and higher education. Currently studying for 
a degree in Engineering at Durham University, Jo 
volunteered to come into school to publicise our 
STEM initiative (Science Technology Engineering & 
Maths), and to also promote engineering, particularly 
to females. Jo’s talks focussed on college options and 
engineering at higher levels, which incorporated video 
presentations of her own projects. Jo said, “it’s been 
great to speak with current students at my secondary 
school on a subject that I’m really passionate about. 
Young people, particularly females, shouldn’t be put 
off by stereotypes of engineering, it is a course that 
guarantees you a job, which is obviously important 
when thinking about a career”. Jo surrounds her 

studies with a job and summer 
placements at TATA Steel; 
she also has an internship, 
which is sponsored by BP, 
looking at carbon capture and 
storage in the UK. Jo 
graduates university in June 
2016, followed by the pursuit 

of a PHD in Materials where she looks forward to 
being at the forefront of technology; she says, “I’m 
looking forward being in the university conducting 
research as it’s just so interesting”.  
 

Achievements & Updates... 

English Year 7 will take a trip to the theatre on 14th 

May to see a stage adaptation of Michael Morpurgo’s 

novel, Warhorse. Over 100 students will head to 

Sunderland Empire to watch this spectacular and 

imaginative drama, which forms part of the Year 7 English 

syllabus. The performance will include life-sized puppets by 

the South African ‘Handspring Puppet Company’. 

PE The MUGA (Multi Use Games 

Area) all-weather pitch has now been 

resurfaced after a time out of action. 

Our PE department has already 

made extensive use of the facility, 

which can host a wide variety of 

sports such as hockey and football. Very soon the space 

will also be made available to those from the local 

community who are looking for more space for their 

sporting and leisure activities  

Mrs Mayes, Campus Executive Headteacher, said, 
“Simon’s talk was absolutely fantastic; it was a real 
honour to have him as a guest at the campus”. 

Al Fresco Dining We were excited to 

unveil our new outdoor picnic canopy before the Easter 
holidays, which will provide more space for our 
students to eat their lunch. Currently students have the 
option to eat packed lunches in the dining hall or on 
one of the outdoor picnic tables; however the typical 
British weather have made the option of eating 
outdoors a little undesirable. The new canopy will give 
students more opportunity to eat 
their packed lunches outside - 
and against the beautiful 
backdrop of Saltburn. We 
anticipate the space to lend itself 
to some outdoor classroom tasks 
too. 
New Pilot to Help Peers 

During this summer term we are 
going to pilot a new initiative in 
Year 7 called Huntcliff 
Ambassadors. The purpose of the 
Ambassadors will be to support 
the tutor group by being on hand 

to be a listening ear for any student who may have a 
problem. The Ambassadors will listen to any concerns 
and either respond or pass it onto a member of staff, 
which will ensure that any problems or issues are 
quickly flagged up and resolved. Three students in 
each of the 4 Year 7 tutor groups will follow a 6-week 
programme with Kate Hillyard, which will give them a 
Bronze Award. In future years they can go for a Silver 
and Gold Award too. 
If the pilot is successful it will be offered to more 
students in other year groups from September. 

GCSE Master Classes 

Teacher-led master classes took place in the first week 
of the Easter holidays for our Year 10 & 11 students 
who are expected to achieve A 
& A* grades in their GCSE 
exams.  
For Year 11, there was a focus 
on Art, Science, Drama, 
English, French, Humanities, 
Maths, Media, Music, PE, 
Technology and Spanish. More 
than 50 students were invited and there was an 
excellent response, with 90% attending. 
15 Year 10 students were invited to take part in 
classes in RPE to prepare for their RPE GCSE exam 
that will take place at the start of this term.  
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teachers, will be enrolling new 

candidates for a summer 

programme, with one existing 

student attending voluntarily to 

surely provide valuable support to 

the new recruits.  
 

The MD of Casper Shipping, Michael Shakesheff, spoke to 

our Year 10 Economic students about international trade 

and Teessport. He highlighted the diverse number of 

businesses that exist around the port and some of the 

exciting apprenticeship opportunities. 

Countryside & 

Environment Our Key Stage 4 

BTEC group of students are continuing to 

work on their skills to gain their 

qualification; this includes managing some of the outdoor 

areas of the campus and growing their own seasonal 

vegetables, which they sell.  
School Council In March we all supported one 

of our annually chosen charities, Zoe’s Place, with a non-

uniform day, raising an impressive £484. Our School Council 

lead on the majority of our fundraising and choose which 

charities we support throughout the year. 
Library Mrs Willoughby is 

continuing her refurbishment of 

the library, which will be 

completed this term. So far 

developments have included a 

delivery of brand new books 

and furniture, and a fresh 

design and layout.  
 

Additionally, the student librarians will attend the annual 

Librarian Award Scheme ceremony on 24th April to receive 

their certificates for completing the programme.  
 

 

Upcoming Events/Dates... 
April  

30th      Year 7 Parents’ Evening 

 

May 

1st      Performing Arts Spring-time show 

       Year 7 & 8 Jnr Maths Challenge 

22nd     Redcar & Cleveland Olympic Day 

26th - 30th Half Term Holiday 

June 

18th     Year 8 Parents’ Evening 

 

July 

2nd—4th  Activity Days 

ICT Year 9 & 10 students are currently taking part in 

the AV Club, where they are being trained up in the use of 

Macs, lighting and sound systems. The group, who meet 

every Monday,  are currently working on developing an 

iBook prospectus for the school. The students also support 

staff and students with editing video footage and setting up 

school assemblies. 
 

We now have exclusive membership to the GCSE Pod - an 

accessible learning tool for use by those in 

Year 9, 10 & 11. Students can easily 

download podcasts for learning and 

revision to watch and listen to on their computers, iPods, 

mobile phones and tablets, anytime, anywhere.  
Performing Arts Music lessons have seen 

extensive use of a fun new online resource called 

Charanga Music World. Year 7 have been using it to learn 

to play the guitar and have composed their own songs - 

they can even practise at home and see the progress they 

are making through the music world. Other year groups 

have used it to develop their instrumental skills and have 

achieved higher levels in assessments.  
 

The much-anticipated spring concert will include music, 

drama and dance on the theme of 'a night at the musicals'. 

It will take place on Thursday 1st May. 
Art In order to share the 

wonderful work of our art students in 

an easy and accessible way, the 

department launched their Art Blog 

in February, Anyone can enter their 

email address from the page, 

huntcliffcreate.wordpress.com, and be sent alerts when 

new material is available to view. The department will post 

work produced in lessons on a regular basis.  

Languages The MFL & Art Departments 

embarked on a joint venture to Spain 

during the Easter holidays. Forty 

Year 9 &10 students travelled to 

Malaga, Granada and Seville where 

they worked 

on their 

language skills 

and used the culture as inspiration 

for a ceramics’ project this term.  The 

trip was a roaring success, and adds 

to the many international fieldtrips we 

offer to our students. 

Technology Some of our Year 10 students took 

part in a  unique challenge on Sunday 2nd March led by 

local company, Rusty Bug Workshop. Over 12 weeks, the 

students took part in a course every Wednesday 4-6pm 

covering restoration processes, culminating in an obstacle 

course buggy race. Mr Maddison, one of our Technology 
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