
 

1 

learners. 
We are especially pleased with our recent GCSE 
results, which show that we are the top performing 
secondary school in the local authority for 5A* to C 
with English and Maths, and well above the national 
average. 
The continuing success of learners depends on their 
full engagement in school life, Head of School, Mr 
Gibson, would like to thank parents for their part in 
the improvement in attendance & punctuality - it 
makes a huge difference to the smooth running of 
lessons. 

Developments...Governors are looking at 

committee structures to ensure their efficiency in 
recognising the recent changes for both schools. This 
year Governors continue to charge Mrs Mayes & her 
team to embed the changes and to continue the 
innovative delivery of high standard education, with 
staff who share their skills across the 
campus to the benefit of all. 

Governor Profile... 
Name: Anne Asprey. 
Role: Chair of Governors. 
Employment: Classic car restoration. 
I have also been a nurse, trade union 
officer & HR director for 2 charities. 
Hobbies:    Family & walking. 
Favourite Place: With my eldest daughter on 'her 
island' near Brazil – but more  realistically Saltburn! 
Favourite Book: Celestine Prophecy. 
1 thing you enjoy about the work you’re involved 
in on the Governing Body...  We’re privileged to be 
involved in providing opportunities for young people to 
learn – giving them the skills to go out into the world 
where they can achieve whatever it is they want to. 
1 wish for the Campus... That we continue to be 
innovative leaders we use the opportunities of our 
unique environment to support all learners. 
 

RECENT STORIES 

The Culinary Kid! 
Year 11 student, Kyle Lennox, spent 4 days at the 
Riverside Cottage during the  summer on a cookery 
course.  The course celebrates the unique approach 
to meat, fish, vegetables and gives people a chance 
to bake with the expert chefs at Park Farm HQ. Kyle 

will use this experience to 
support his GCSE Food 
Technology course and 
his skills at home too. 
Kyle was crowned the 
winner of the AFA 
Masterchef competition in 
Year 9, and continues to 

have a passion for cooking. 

 

In this issue:- 

•  Campus Update 

•  Governor Update 

•  Recent Stories 

•  Subject Updates/And Finally... 

•  Events/Dates 

CAMPUS UPDATE 

We are excited to be 
launching the new campus 
website in January, which 
incorporates joint campus 
information as well as 
specific areas for Huntcliff and Saltburn Primary 
School. The site will give clear and simple 
information for parents, learners and others viewing 
the site, including our calendar of events, the 
schools’ curriculum and news. In other exciting 
developments, we have designed a campus logo, 
which comprises a subtle twist to the colour shades 
of both schools’ individual crests, and a circular 
shape to represent a view of the schools and 
community working together. 

We will be able to confirm the full website address 
and launch other marketing materials in the New 
Year. 

We are also pleased to be awarded a Gold 
Food4Health Award this term. This award 
recognises our commitment to offering healthy food 
options to our learners. The scheme, which was set 
up by Middlesbtrough Council with NHS 
Middlesbrough and Redcar & Cleveland Council, 

aims to promote 
healthy eating 
throughout the 
Borough. The award 
was based on the way 
in which we use 
ingredients, the 
methods of preparing 
and cooking food, as 

well as the information given to our learners. 

GOVERNOR UPDATE 
As previously reported, we now have 
foundation status with Saltburn Primary, and as a 
result are full members of the East 
Cleveland Cooperative Learning Trust. Exciting 
times lie ahead for the education of our children, 
and plans are being drawn up for areas of 
improvement to ensure that they deliver for all 
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Miss Bezance in Technology, 
and set construction has 
started too. Following 
successful auditions in 
September, the cast continue 
to work extremely hard to 
learn choreography, script 
and songs every week.   

The most exciting new development is the workshop 
the department is organising for February, with Oliver 
Tompsett. Oliver is a British stage actor, singer and 
West End star who had the lead role in the latest and 
final production of the same show in London’s 
Dominion Theatre.  We are very excited to be working 
with him and hope his tips and insider knowledge will 
help our very own stars in the pursuit of being 
performers!  

Bright Ideas 
Between 6th and 9th 
October, we had an exciting 
and unique 'Festival of 
Ideas' , led by our Librarian, 
Mrs Willoughby, and one 
of our English Teachers, 
Mrs Kirby. The aim was to 
promote reading for 
pleasure and included a 
programme of various cross
-campus activities. 

We were absolutely thrilled 
to have Glastonbury’s writer 

in residence, Kate Fox working with our learners. The 
student librarians, Year 6 primary pupils and Year 7 
and 8 students worked with Kate across the first 3 
days in activities such as developing Aurasma book 
reviews and creating work for a story scroll that is 
now displayed in the atrium. 

At the start of the week all of our tutor groups 
completed activities related to the festival during 
registration time. Kate then gave a whole school 
assembly on Tuesday and 
circulated in the dining hall to 
encourage both primary and 
secondary learners to take part 
in a Tiny Poems Competition 
using mini magnetic whiteboards 
to create their own poems. 

On Thursday there was an event 
showcasing work produced 
during the week, from 4-7pm, 
with an exclusive performance 
from Kate at 4.30pm. 

 

A Grand Old 
Day of Sport 

The summer Sports Day was 
brilliant once again, with 
students getting involved in 
every aspect. Despite bad weather, we still ran a 
number of competitions in a range of athletic events, 
as well as an inter-form contest where students took 
on the role of a specific country by decorating 
classrooms, baking and dressing up! 

Cracking Curriculum 
Days 

We once again offered students a variety of 
activities as part of our Curriculum Day programme 
this term. On 1st and 10th October, all students 
participated in fieldtrips, workshops & projects in 
stead of their usual daily timetable.  
Year 7 students enjoyed a Languages & ICT day 
followed by a trip to Arbeia Roman Fort with History. 
Students in Year 8 visited Fountains Abbey and 
took part in sporting activities. 
Year 9 students went to the Life Centre in 
Newcastle, where they were enthralled by the 
amazing Body Works exhibition currently taking 
place. As part of Key Stage 3 Geography, students 

visited Whitby to 
conduct fieldwork for 
one of their modules. 
In keeping with the 
support we give Key 
Stage 4 students in 
their GCSEs, Year 10 
and 11 welcomed 
speakers from 
‘Maximise’, a group 

who offer multi-media presentations to help with 
careers and to reinforce the practices that are key to 
becoming successful learners. Students also got the 
chance to receive dedicated time to focus on 
revision.  

Our  next Curriculum Days take place in the spring. 

We Will Rock You 
Heads for Huntcliff 
Preparation is well underway for our 2015 
Performing Arts Spring-time show, led by Mrs 
Shevels and Miss Peacock. 

Costumes are coming along nicely by students and 
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In 2010 he was offered a place at Durham Uni 
studying Geology. Phil took advantage of the 
opportunities and joined the Football and Hockey 
teams. He also enjoyed the music and social events 
at the Student Union. 
Studying Geology has given Phil the chance to visit 
Cyprus & Spain with the Earth Science Department. 
As part of his final dissertation, Phil spent 6 weeks in 
Northern Scotland mapping a geological area—a 
place he knows well from family holidays! 
Phil graduated from Durham in 2013 with First Class 
Honours and gained a place at Exeter Uni to do a 
Masters Degree based in Cornwall. Phil’s ambition is 
to work in mineral exploration in British Columbia. 
 

SUBJECT UPDATE 

STEM In the world of Science, Technology, 

Engineering & Maths....  
For those in Year 9 there was a trip to the Newcastle 
Life Centre, and there will be the opportunity for them 
to go on a visit to Teesside Uni on 10th December. 
A team of 4 students will be part of  the National 
Faraday Challenge Day on 11th December, where 
they will  compete against other schools in an 
engineering task.  
Year 10s got the chance to see a road show 
presented by the  Engineering Construction Industry 
Training Board. Alongside this were visits from 
Caterpillar and Sunderland Uni, which informed 
students of apprenticeship and post 16 opportunities. 

Maths We welcome Mr Frazer to the Department 

as the new Subject Leader after joining us in 
September. 

Careers—Life Skills 
Year 10 are taking part in the first year of a work 
related learning programme with North East 
construction company, Esh Group, who have 
arranged 6 sessions of business presentations at 
school centred on employability skills. Students will 
complete a follow up homework task submitted to 
their tutors, making them  eligible for a range of work 
placements, visits, 
professional practice 
interviews and possible 
apprenticeships. This is a 
fantastic opportunity for our 
students to think about their 
careers in a different way 
and also take responsibility 
about their work 
experience. 

ICT 10 Year 9 girls are going to Teesside Uni this 

term for a girls & gadgets day with the aim to 
encourage girls to consider careers in technology.   

We 
Remember 
There has been a recent 
assembly focus on 
Remembrance Day to raise 
awareness of the 100th 
anniversary of the start of 
the First World War. On the 11th November a 1 
minute silence was held at 11am, then ‘The Last Post’ 
was played beautifully by a bugler in the atrium, which 
could be heard by staff and students in the 
surrounding classrooms. 
The PTFA has provided some funding to begin to 
develop a garden. It is hoped that this can be 
positioned in the sloping grass area leading outside 
from the Humanities Corridor and that it can be 
accessed by Saltburn Primary and the community as 
well as ourselves. The site team and the Art and 
History Departments have been discussing how this 
might best be funded and developed. 
 

All the Fun at the Fair! 
This year’s PTFA Christmas 
Fair was once more a 
massive success. Taking 
place on 28th November, it 
offered a huge range of 
things to see, do and buy, 
with stalls by local 

businesses, staff and students. We had cakes, 
chocolate, gifts, crafts, beauty, home wear and 
games, as well as a refreshments area for those who 
needed to drop after their shop! Santa made a special 
appearance too, with his elf helpers leading a 
workshop for children to write their wish lists. 
Businesses included Sainsbury’s, Quilled with Love, 
Sparkly Gifts, and Abigail Crafts. We were happy to 
receive raffle prizes donated by businesses such as 
Gosnay Butchers, Chocolinis, Brambles and Saltburn 
Hypnotherapy. We’ve yet to account for some bits & 
pieces, but so far the total raised for the PTFA 
is...£1,700! Thank you to all who gave a helping hand! 

Student Profile 
Phil Welsh 
Phil left Huntcliff in 2008 with 
outstanding GCSE results. He achieved 
10 GCSE grades at A and A* and also 
studied AS Level Politics through our 
History Department gaining an A. Phil continued his 
studies at Prior Pursglove College gaining A* in 
Maths, Chemistry and Geology. 
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This is an amazing achievement as only 2 people from 
the Tees Valley are accepted. Well done Jess! 
We have plenty more happening this term, including Key 
Stage 3 & 4 badminton matches at  Laurence Jackson, 
Year 9 5-aside, and Redcar & Cleveland Cross Country. 

History The Department has had 

a busy term, with their trip to Arbeia 
where students took part in a dig 
reconstruction and studied 
a reconstructed Gateway 
and Commanding Officer's house. 
They produced their own Gateway as 
models for homework, and a  fantastic 
range of materials were used, such as 
Lego, cake and clay! 
During their visit to Fountains Abbey, Year 8s saw how 
the monks used to live and also learnt about Henry VIII. 
Meanwhile staff have been working to apply the new Key 
Stage 3 curriculum with Year 7 and develop the planning 
for the changes to GCSE, which started in September. 
For the first time in many years, Year 11s are studying 
the Vietnam War and the department are pleased by 
feedback that suggests that students have found it 
interesting and thought-provoking. 

AND FINALLY... 

Looking for a Booking? Lettings here 

during the evening are steadily growing, with community 
members using our excellent facilities for various things. 
Excitingly we are now starting to offer weekend 
bookings, most recently with Spotlight Stage School who 
use our main hall every Saturday. Rates are very 
reasonable and we can hire out a variety of rooms to suit 
different needs. We are always keen to offer our space 
to as many groups and individuals as possible, whether 
it be for sport, events, productions, training or adult 
learning courses, just get in touch or spread the word! 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS/DATES 

9th Dec - Christmas Concert 7pm 
11th Dec - Christmas Lunch 
15th Dec - Church Service 
19th Dec - last day of term, 2pm finish 
22nd Dec - 2nd January 2015 Christmas Holidays 
14th Jan - Cleveland Cross Country 
20th Jan - Tees Valley Trampoline Competition 
5th Feb - Intermediate Maths Challenge 
16th to 20th Feb - Half Term Holidays 
19th Mar - Curriculum Day 3 
24th Mar - Curriculum Day 4 
26th Mar - BBC School News Report (Y8 & 9) 
30th Mar - 10th April - Easter Holidays 
 

MERRY CHRISTMAS & A 
HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

Art The art department 

worked with local glass artist 
Jo Lumley to produce  a brand 
new door frame for Art 
Teacher Mrs Henderson’s 
classroom at the end of last 
term. Each learner from Year 
9 was responsible for 
constructing several tiles of 
glass using a variety of 
different coloured 
glasses.  The glass in these 
tiles were later fused together using a glass kiln.  The 
individual tiles are inspired by the theme of birds 
and show a wide range of different images and 
designs. The department acknowledges Mr 
Withrington, our Facilities Manager, for his skills in 
mounting the tiles so beautifully. Excitingly, we also 
have 6 local artists, who come in regularly after 

school, working with 24 Year 9 
students in a project called 
’Incubate’. Beth Sigsworth, who 
has coordinated the project 
said, ‘it was good to see 
everyone getting really stuck 
in’.  

PE/Sport 10 Year 9 students took part in the 

Cleveland Sports Partnership Young Leadership Day 
at Prior Pursglove College. They will now get the 
opportunity to help at Primary Sports Festivals and 
gain sporting leadership awards. 
Year 7 B Team boys’ football won their Redcar & 
Cleveland tournament on October 21st—a brilliant 
outcome with 7 teams competing! 
Olivia Hume & Lucy Gibbs were selected for the U13 
Redcar and Cleveland District Netball team after 
attending trials in September. 40 girls attended from 8 
schools. Emily Chatto in Year 10 was selected for the 
U15 team from the same trials.  
One of our Year 11, Jess Tyreman, has been 
accepted onto the Tees Valley Young Coaches 
Academy, with our Gifted and Talented provision 
supporting Jess through the process.  After attending 
workshops this term, Jess will be expected to coach 
at a local primary school multi-sports club on 2 
sessions next term. To 
help her, Jess will be 
assigned a mentor. She 
has also been accepted 
into the Youth Sport 
Trust National Talent 
Camp for 4 days held at 
Loughbrough Uni, which 
has some of the best sporting facilities in the country. 
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