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In this issue:- 

•  Campus Update 

•  Recent School Stories 

• Sporting Round-Up 

•  Upcoming dates/events 

been implemented in Hartlepool and is now being extended 

across Cleveland. More information about how Operation 

Encompass operates and the benefits of it can be viewed at 

www.cleveland.police.uk/adviceinformation/

OperationEncompass.aspx 

We are keen to offer the best support possible to all our 

children and we believe this initiative is going to be 

extremely beneficial and supportive for all those involved. 

 

Changing Mindsets 

This term Mr Eyre led two Growth Mindsets conferences to 

parents, carers and governors following the success of these 

to staff during the September PD Days. The presentation 

portrayed the key message that working together in a 

supportive way can maximise the opportunity that learners 

have to continue to improve knowledge, skill and 

understanding; which must include having a whole school 

community with a thirst for learning and an open mind to 

the fact that everyone can continue to get better in 

whatever we engage in. Each of the two conferences had a 

great turnout and the feedback was really positive. Y11 have 

been the most recent cohort to have listened to the 

conference, with it being incorporated into their revision 

programme in the run up to GCSEs. As the message has 

been conveyed, a growth mindset fosters deep resilience - a 

truly important life skill. 

 

ECCLT Launch  

The launch of the East Cleveland 

Cooperative Learning Trust took place on 8
th

 

October, with Y4 teacher Mrs McKenna 

helping to lead the entertainment with the primary choir, 

and Drama Teacher Miss Peacock accompanying members 

from the Huntcliff School Council. The Trust is a joint project 

involving schools from within East Cleveland, working in 

partnership to improve children’s learning experiences. The 

event took place at Freebrough Academy and was a 

fantastic event to commence future projects and 

collaborative working for the benefit of young people in the 

area. MP Tom Blenkinsop led the introduction, and there 

was a chance for people to get involved with opportunities 

such as workshops in robotics, art, maths and sport. 

 

NEW Social Media 

You may have seen that we now have  joint campus social 

media accounts. The campus is 

now on Twitter 

@SaltburnLCampus and Facebook 

‘Saltburn Learning Campus’.  The 

platforms will run alongside our 

website as a method of conveying  

quick and key information, updates, news and photos out to 

our followers. Don’t forget to ‘like’ and follow us! 

 

 

CAMPUS UPDATE 

Dear Parents / Carers, 

It's a pleasure writing to you with all the information of 

the fantastic events and achievements which have been 

occurring across the campus this term. I have felt truly 

privileged to be involved and observe the enjoyment 

gained from each of these learning opportunities. As I 

always say we are "all learners, always learning"; 

something often repeated to me by eager learners as I 

go around the campus, and even parents at the school 

gate. I have certainly learned a great deal in my first 

term as Executive Headteacher of such a special and 

unique campus. I hope in this newsletter you will see the 

wealth of possibilities that we continue to offer with the 

support from our fantastic staff, parents and governors. 

It only leaves for me to wish you all a restful festive 

break, and best wishes for the new year.  

Mr P Eyre 

 

A Cause for Cake 

The campus once again took part in Macmillan Cancer’s 

World’s Biggest Coffee Morning, which took place on 

25
th

 September. Staff raised a ‘cuppa’ and enjoyed a 

piece (or two) of cake to 

celebrate the event. There 

were some gorgeous 

sweet treats on offer 

throughout the day that 

had been baked by our 

staff, and £72 was raised. 

 

Encompass at the Campus 

This term the campus was given the opportunity to take 

part in a new project that runs jointly between local 

schools  and Cleveland Police – ‘Operation Encompass’. 

As we mentioned in our letter to parents, it was 

designed to provide early reporting to schools of any 

domestic abuse incidents that occur outside school 

hours that might have an impact on a child attending 

school the following day. The project was introduced in 

Plymouth, Devon and Cornwall, in February 2011 and 

has proved very effective in providing appropriate 

support in a timely manner. This initiative has already 
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Beating Bullying 

For this year’s Anti-bullying Week (16th-20th November) we 

emphasised our ethos that we are an inclusive community 

working together to create a positive and supportive learning 

environment. Students took part in anti-bullying activities in 

form time and listened to important messages in assemblies 

about our collective aim that we all need to work together in 

order to make sure bullying does not happen at Huntcliff. 

 

Result! 

Our former Y11s received their GCSE results on 20
th

 August.  

59% received 5 GCSE passes at grade C or above including the 

important subjects of English and 

Mathematics.  

Our Head of School, Mrs Juckes, said 

‘we are really pleased with the success 

that our students have achieved, and 

it is a tribute of their excellent work as 

well as the support they have received from parents and the 

impact of our great staff. We are thrilled that they now have 

choices open to them to pursue education and training.” 

In English and Maths 74% made the expected 3 levels of 

progress with 28% making 4 levels. 

The presentation evening for this year group took place on 

19
th

 November. It was an opportunity to celebrate 

achievement and a chance for selected students to be 

commemorated for their hard work and determination in 

particular subjects and areas. Former senior leaders were 

guests at the event – Mrs Mayes and Mr Gibson, our previous 

Executive Headteacher and Head of School respectively. Mrs 

Mayes presented students with their awards, whilst Mr 

Gibson gave an inspiring speech. Daniel Braund won the 

highest achiever award. Well done to everyone who was 

presented with an award! 

 

Out of this World! 

Our Science department has been fully 

engaged in the run-up to British Astronaut 

Tim Peake’s visit to the International Space 

Station this term. Tim ventured early in 

December and will spend 6 months carrying 

out scientific experiments. He is the first 

British ESA astronaut to make this visit. Science Technician, 

Miss McArdle, created a wonderful display to commemorate 

the countdown. 

 

To Let 

Our Multi Use Games Area (MUGA) is a fabulous outdoor 

facility which is still available to hire - great especially for 

5aside teams. In the summer we had several groups making 

use of other areas such as those outdoor, the main hall and 

sports hall. We are continuing to offer our spaces for 

children’s parties too.  Get in touch if you’re interested. 

RECENT SCHOOL STORIES 

 

Performing Arts 

Pieces of Ten 

A number of Y9 attended the launch of the BBC 

Ten Pieces Secondary project in October at 

Teesside Park’s Showcase Cinema. Schools 

across the country are getting involved; studying, listening to 

and playing challenging and iconic pieces of classical 

music.  We've been learning some of them in our orchestra 

rehearsals and will be discovering more in key stage 3 Music 

lessons over the coming months. 

Disco Fever  

We are thrilled to announce that our 2016 production led by 

our performing arts department will be Disco Inferno. It is 

sure to be a spectacular showcase of talent, with students 

commemorating the brilliant 1970’s set musical. Packed full 

of memorable songs of the era including Boogie Nights 

and Celebration, the show is a story of fame, fortune and 

friends, with characters realising that all that glitters is not 

gold. Auditions are well underway, with rehearsals starting 

in earnest very soon. The show will take place in April. 

Drama 

Miss Peacock took Y10 Drama students to 

Saltburn Theatre in November for a workshop 

and to see a performance by the Red Cape 

Theatre Co. of 'Be Brave and Leave for the 

Unknown'. Everyone who attended were 

especially impressed by the fact that only two 

actors executed the entire  show—it was 

clever and fast paced—thoroughly enjoyable. 

Sound Bytes 

The department set up a new music club this term where 

students can practise for their next assessment, explore 

Music ICT, develop their compositions, or relax in the 

Listening Corner. Students who attend the club can 

challenge themselves to extend their musical learning 

beyond the classroom.  

Our extra clubs are updated regularly on our website 

www.saltburnlearningcampus.co.uk 

 

Parent View  

We would like to take this 

opportunity to remind parents 

about ‘Parent View’ - the questionnaire that parents and 

carers can use to give their views about our schools at any 

time. It was launched in 2011 to replace the paper 

questionnaires which Ofsted used to circulate at the time of 

an inspection. It can be completed at any time by going 

online to parentview.ofsted.gov.uk. An email address and 

password is required to register, but it only takes a few 

minutes to complete the series of questions.  
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prefects and Matthew and Jodie were chosen as Head Boy 

and Head Girl. Throughout the term they have fulfilled 

their duties and helped during important school events 

such as our Year 6 Open Evening, supporting Mr Rees with 

parents’ evenings  and also banking money at the PTFA 

Christmas Fair in the ‘counting house’. 

One of our Prefects, 16 year old Emily, answered some 

questions as part of the Prefect Profile...here’s what she 

had to say... 

 Favourite subject: Maths 

 Favourite Hobby: Netball 

 Reason for wanting to be a prefect: To be more involved 

in the school community 

 Best thing about being a prefect: It makes you feel 

responsible and that you can serve a good purpose 

 Biggest achievement so far in school: The good grades I 

receive 

 Message to potential prefects currently in Year 10: Apply 

if you like communicating with other students 

 Future plans: To go to medical school and be a Doctor 

 

School Council  

The main piece of work this term for the school council, as 

well as attending the ECCLT launch, was raising awareness 

of BBC’s Children In Need. The council decided to run a 

non-uniform day on 13
th

 November, encouraging students 

and staff to wear something yellow if they wanted to. 

There was a £1 donation in exchange for being able to 

wear non-uniform, raising £554 in total. 

 

STEM Update 

During the last two curriculum days there were activities 

offered to students which incorporated STEM (Science 

Technology Engineering and Maths). Y11 were with ECITB 

and the Smallpiece Trust conducting some engineering 

team work.  Y8 were with Champions for Wind carrying 

out a windmill design project 

and competition for half of the 

day, then doing environmental 

work for the other half.   

The final of the STEM 

Championships was on Monday 

16
th

 November at 

Middlesbrough College and for 

the Y11 winning teams from their curriculum day. Ten of 

our students took part on this day, with congratulations 

going to one group of 5 who came second overall. 

 

Student Profile 

Michael Durston 

Michael left Huntcliff in 2010. After joining us on a trip to 

China in 2012 to visit our partner school in Bao Ding, he 

did a gap year in China teaching English in the small  

 

 

Curriculum Days – the story so far... 

We have had two curriculum days this half term and once 

again our staff led a  jam-packed programme of activities 

that took place both in and out of school. Y7 took part in 

team building and then went to Arbeia Roman Fort; and 

Y8 enjoyed a STEM activity and 

visited Fountains Abbey. Y9 

travelled to Newcastle and Whitby, 

whilst Y10 and 11 took part in 

revision and study skills sessions, 

and were given the opportunity to 

complete important trial exams 

and coursework.  Further curriculum days will take place in 

March 2016. 

 

Fountains Abbey 

In gorgeous sunshine, Y8 students developed their 

understanding of Fountains Abbey as a monastery closed 

by Henry VIII. Their visit included time in their forms  as 

well as small groups to reflect on different areas of the 

site, thus developing their independent working skills. 

They visited the site of the Abbey itself, the Mill, Porters' 

Lodge and Fountains Hall. 

 

Arbeia 

Y7 enjoyed a trip to Roman Fort as part of the curriculum 

day programme. Students said they found out a lot about 

what the Romans ate, ‘like fish sauce and goat’s cheese’, 

and that they never realised how much they invented 

things that we use today, such as carts with wheels on – 

the start of the modern day vehicle. 

Students carried out Time Quest - an activity that called 

for independent learning through carrying out digging and 

other archaeological tasks; one student said, ‘it was fun 

and we learned things at the same time’. Students also 

visited the museum itself where they learned about the 

various roles within the Roman army. 

When asked what was the best thing about this visit, 

students said that their knowledge of the Romans has 

improved a lot, and that 

there were some really good 

interactive activities such as 

seeing real Roman objects. 

Some said they would have 

loved to have spent more 

time there. 

Students have been making 

their own models in History using a variety of materials, 

from cardboard to wood - to cake!  

 

Prefects 

We now have a group of students who are our Y11 

prefects. Two boys and two girls were selected as senior 

Autumn 2015 HUNTCLIFF NEWSLETTER 



 

4 

Thank you to everyone who took part, volunteered and 

sponsored the event. Special thanks must go to Y11s Matthew 

and his team, who have led the same stall—the Teddy 

Tombola—for the last 5 years. This stall alone has raised 

nearly £700 for the PTFA, with this year topping the total at 

£155. The student stall who makes the most money each year 

wins a box chocolates - an incentive for any budding 

entrepreneur! 

 

Sporting Round Up 

Y11 competed against staff in a netball match 

to raise money for their prom - the total was 

£63, which will help make the event in the 

summer even more special. 
 

Y11 Ellie was accepted onto the Tees Valley 

Young Coaches Academy - she has attended 

the first session and really enjoyed it. Ellie 

follows in the footsteps of one of our leavers, 

Jess, who participated in the scheme last year. Katherine, one 

of our Y12s has been accepted onto the academy too. 
 

U13 boys’ volleyball came second in their tournament. 
 

We are currently 3rd overall in the R&C Olympics, which is a 

fantastic achievement so far. 

KS3 student, Olivia was selected to represent the U15 R&C 

Netball Team. 
 

We were host again to the R&C Cross Country Championships 

on 16th December after an excellent event last year. We 

continue to see our Y10 sports leaders grow in confidence as 

they now work with primary students from Y1-4. 
 

Y9 attended the Leadership Academy Day and have also 

supported the primary sports hall athletics championships. 

The KS4 badminton team won the R&C Tournament and now 

go onto the Tees Valley Finals in January. 
 

We continue to compete against local schools in all seasonal 

sports—well done to everyone who took part this term - we 

are one of only 2 schools who entered all competitions in the 

authority - a commendable 100% attendance! 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS/DATES: 

21st Dec-1st Jan Christmas holidays 

4th Jan      PD Day (campus closed to learners) 

20th Jan     Year 9 parents’ evening 

         Year 9 vaccinations 

29th Jan        Year 11 vaccinations 

15th - 19th Feb  Half Term holidays 

3rd March    Curriculum Day 3 

9th March    Year 11 parents’ evening 

18th March   Curriculum Day 4 

24th March   PD Day (campus closed to learners) 

coastal city of Qingdao. Michael then did some 

travelling around China and took a boat from 

Shanghai to Osaka in Japan, which Michael said, 

‘was absolutely wonderful’. He is now at 

the University of Westminster in his second year 

studying International Marketing, but self-

studying Chinese in his free time. He has just 

taken his HSK3 exam, aiming for HSK4 by the 

end of the academic year. In November Michael was 

thrilled to have been awarded funding from Generation UK, 

who help support young people who want to do internships 

in China. This means that he will head back there next 

summer to work in a Zhuhai Marketing Company located 

next to Macao. We wish Michael the best of luck! 

 

Just Brilliant! 

Mr Rees has been supporting our more able students with 

their involvement with The Brilliant Club, particularly this 

term for our Year 7s as they go through the start of the 

programme. Students have been given the chance to work 

with a PHD scholar on a 1,000 word essay over the course 

of 6 weeks. They will attend a graduation trip to Durham 

University in January. Mrs Shevels has 

recently taken over The Brilliant Club, 

and reports that the students have 

met with their tutor three times this 

term, and are looking forward to more 

opportunities in the New Year. Their 

topic has been ‘EBOLA: THE NEXT INTERNATIONAL PANDEMIC?’ 

 

Summer Sports Day 

We’d like to give a quick mention to our sports day, which 

took place on 13
th

 July, prior to the summer holidays. Every 

form group was given a country to transform into, adopting 

the culture to present to the senior leadership team in the 

hope of being crowned winner of the best represented 

group.  As well as this were the sporting events themselves 

–high jump, long jump and javelin was on the itinerary 

throughout the morning. The track events planned for the 

afternoon unfortunately were ‘washed out’ - for a second 

time running. Here’s to a dryer 2016! 

 

PTFA Christmas Fair 2015 

The annual Fair has just celebrated its 7th year. Once again, 

a wide selection of stalls led by businesses, students and 

members of the PTFA adorned the campus offering crafts, 

cakes, games and gifts. We also had the primary school 

choir performing some beautiful songs, 

had refreshments for those who 

shopped till they dropped, and Santa 

was in his Grotto. The Fair made nearly 

£1,900 which will be put back into the 

campus to help support our learners. 
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