
 

1 

In this issue:- 

•  Campus Update 

•  Recent Stories 

•  Subject Updates 

•  And Finally... 

•  Events/Dates 

We were thrilled to have MP Tom Blenkinsop visit the campus 

on Friday 6
th

 March to meet with the East Cleveland Children’s 

Council (ECCC). The campus was host to several other primary 

and secondary schools in the East Cleveland Cooperative 

Learning Trust during the morning, with Mr Blenkinsop saying 

that he was tremendously impressed with the council after 

meeting them; he said it ‘set a precedent’ for other such councils 

to be put together in other areas of the country and was happy 

to discuss the possibility of supporting the children with their 

aims in the future. Tom 

talked very proudly of East 

Cleveland and was 

especially keen for the 

children to have a ‘voice’ 

and to use it; emphasising 

the importance of putting 

their messages out there 

and drawing others in to help. Tom also discussed how the 

council could make a ‘better impact’ and how the government 

could support the work. Mr Hopkins, the lead for the East 

Cleveland Cooperative Trust, said, ‘the ECCC is a powerful voice 

which will allow the children and young people the opportunity 

to let those who can change things in their community know 

what needs doing’. 

The current project of the E.C.C.C. is to put their Playground 

Charter onto signs to go in all local parks. The charter talks about 

‘thinking before you do’, using equipment safely and generally 

respecting each other and playing nicely.  All members have 

been writing letters to local businesses and clubs, asking if they 

will help support funding for the signs, to which they have had 

an excellent response. A competition for designing the signs is 

also taking place, with fantastic entries so far - the winner will be 

chosen at the council’s next meeting in May.  

The E.C.C.C. is appealing to any businesses or people who would 

like to support the signs, which cost £25 each – they will need 30 

signs to cover the whole of East Cleveland, helping towards 

young people feeling safer in their local playgrounds. 

 

Once again we took part in the annual World 

Book Day, which this year took place on 5
th

 

March. Our celebration focused on Alice in 

Wonderland, which excitingly celebrates its 

150
th

 birthday this year. The cross-campus 

celebrations ran from 2
nd

 until 6
th

 March in 

commemoration, and various activities took 

place, such as a student-led assembly on Tuesday 4
th

. 

Additionally children from Year 1 to 5, Mrs Donaldson and Mrs  

 

CAMPUS UPDATE 

Our new campus website has been in action for a whole term 

now and has been received exceedingly well. As previously 

reported, the new site features cross-campus information, as 

well as mini sites for each individual school. Parents, students 

and members of the community can now access information 

as an extension to the school prospectus, with details such as 

exam timetables and guidance, a live calendar, up to date 

pictures and news stories and alerts. The new campus logo 

and strap-line, which also came hand in hand with the 

website, is also proving very popular, depicting unity 

amongst both schools and the community. We feel the logo 

is an original and modest design and, along with the 

strapline, ’Dream. Believe. Achieve.’ , is a very positive 

concept. Look out for other new publicity material coming 

next term! Check out the website: 

www.saltburnlearningcampus.co.uk 

 

Following a rigorous selection procedure the governing body 

appointed Mr Peter Eyre as Executive Headteacher for the 

campus with effect from 1
st

 September 2015. 

Mr Eyre said, ‘since first walking into Saltburn Learning 

Campus on my initial visit it was apparent how warm and 

inspiring the environment was for all the learners and staff. 

Each and every one was enthused to share their pride in their 

school. I am delighted to have been invited to take on this 

role and carry on the already excellent work. I have always 

been passionate about Saltburn and the surrounding area 

and feel privileged to be able to look forward to working with 

the learners, staff, parents and the community in the future.’  
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One wish for the campus: to carry on improving and provide the 

best opportunities for its learners, staff and for the town.  

 

RECENT STORIES 

 

All in the Game of Charity 

Students and staff recently raised money 

for charity in a ‘staff V students’ volleyball 

match on 13
th

 February. The Year 11 team 

played against willing participants during 

lunchtime to support the Teenage Cancer 

Trust, kicking off a new schedule of 

lunchtime sporting events in which students pay to view. This time, 

Charlie Smith, one of our Sports Captains, nominated the cancer 

charity, with a very impressive £56 raised in just 40 minutes! Of 

course, staff were victorious, and are now preparing for the netball 

match taking place at the end of this term. Well done to everyone 

who took part.  

 

Making Voices Heard 

This half term we created a parent voice survey on how the school 

communicates with home. Questions covered things such as 

parents’ evenings, reports and our new website. The results have 

been really encouraging. Thank you to those who have completed it 

so far. Parents can complete Ofsted’s parent view survey at any 

time by visiting www.parentview.ofsted.gov.uk and creating an 

account. 

 

Utterly Brilliant! 

On 27
th

 February, 12 gifted and talented students from Year 9 and 

10 participated alongside 192 students from other schools in the 

launch for The Brilliant Club Scholars Programme at Durham 

University. They took a tour of part of the university and completed 

tutorials - the first one taught by an expert PhD Tutor. After lunch, 

Carolyn Lithgo (Assistant Access Offer) and Dr Chris Wilson 

(National Programme Director) hosted talks on ‘what university can 

do for you’ and ‘success and motivation’. The trip was a great 

experience into university life for all 12 students, and Miss Mohon 

(G&T Lead) said, ‘the highlight had to be observing some of our 

brightest learners beginning to grapple with 

new ideas and exploring concepts they had 

never before considered’. Over the next couple 

of months, the 12 students will take part in 5 

more tutorials and will eventually submit a Final 

Assignment based on all the knowledge they 

have acquired during the programme.  

 

 

Temple decorated the library for the Mad Hatter’s Tea Party - 

they hid 90 ‘white rabbits’ as part of a competition, which 

Huntcliff students participated in the next day. Winners were 

awarded invitations to the party, which took place on 

Thursday 5
th

 - volunteer staff member Miss George played the 

part of Alice beautifully, where she read stories and helped in 

craft activities led by our Librarian, Mrs Willoughby.  There 

was also fancy dress, cakes and treats. Over 30 learners from 

Year 6 and Hunctliff came 

together in a truly enchanting 

event. Every student in Huntcliff 

is able to collect 

a World Book Day Voucher (valid 

up until the 29th March), which 

can be exchanged in 

participating booksellers for a 

specially selected range of free books, or used as a token 

towards a book of their choice. This year we have worked 

closely with Saltburn's 'Book Corner'; an 

independent bookshop in Saltburn, where most of our 

students will exchange their vouchers. 

The Scholastic Book Fair took place during the week of 16th 

March where pupils from Saltburn Primary were able to buy 

brand new and exclusive books from the mobile book cases to 

help them develop lifelong love of reading.  

 

Governor Profile... 

Name:  Richard Dowson 

Role: Vice-Chair 

Employment: Head of Economic Growth at Middlesbrough 

Council, overseeing economic development, major 

regeneration schemes, housing, and cultural services. 

Favourite Place: Saltburn beach - I'm a keen runner and enjoy 

early morning runs along the beach. 

Favourite Book 

Honestly I don’t get much time to read many books, but 

mainly enjoy sports books.  The last ones I managed to read 

included Feet in the Clouds by Richard Askwith, about his 

attempt to run a series of Lake District fells within 24 hours 

and A Lot of Hard Yakka, an autobiography by the cricketer 

Simon Hughes. 

One thing I enjoy about the work of the Governing Body 

I became a Governor because I wanted to support the schools 

where both my children study.  Being a Governor is 

challenging, but incredibly rewarding when you see the school 

and the incredible work carried out within it by learners and 

staff alike. 
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building up his portfolio and gaining lots of valuable experience 

– he is currently writing a sports blog entitled ‘Reports from a 

Teenage Sports Fan’, and has also just started his own YouTube 

sports channel, ‘Joe Reports Online’, in which he talks about his 

views on Middlesbrough FC.  Additionally, Joseph is a regular 

writer for the Middlesbrough FC Fanzine magazine and his 

pieces within ‘Joe Reports’ is increasingly popular. He was also 

recently given an opportunity to sit in the commentary box 

during a Middlesbrough FC match with BBC Tees Sport 

Commentator, Ali Brownlee, giving his views live on air. We wish 

him the best of luck in his journalistic career! 

Excitingly, another former student, Kim Megson, has just 

featured in The Observer and The Guardian newspapers, writing 

about Vietnam today. Kim left Huntcliff in 2006 and pursued A 

Levels at Prior Pursglove College. He went on to study English at 

Lancaster University and after 

graduating completed a one year 

voluntary placement in Vietnam, where 

he decided to stay and become an 

Editor for Vietnam news, particularly in 

script writing. Kim has been living in the 

Vietnamese capital, Hanoi, for 3 years 

as a freelance Editor, writing for BBC 

Vietnam and the Economist. Having his 

work printed in such global publications 

as The Observer is an amazing feat, and 

a credit to Kim’s flair as a writer. 

 

SUBJECT UPDATE 

Science 

From the beginning of this term a number of young scientists 

from Year 9 have been working towards the British Science 

Association's CREST Bronze award.  

The students have been able to choose their own research topic 

from forensics to the search for life in the universe. For our first 

run, they settled on a project to discover the secret to the 

perfect lemonade. 

Over 10 hours the students have been creating, measuring and 

testing the perfect lemonade recipe. Over this time they have 

developed their 

communication skills, their 

creativity, teamwork and 

important scientific skills. 

They have shown enthusiasm 

and determination and the 

club’s leader and  

 

 

It will also encourage the students to work harder to achieve at 

A and AS Level standard and will ensure that they have a 

fantastic addition to their letters of application. 

 

Star-Caller 

We had the privilege of welcoming stage actor, Oliver Tompsett, 

on Saturday 31st January 

to lead an exclusive 

performing arts 

workshop. Oliver worked 

with the cast of our 

summer-time show, We 

Will Rock You, in which he 

has previously played the lead role in the West End. The 

students were taught with skill how best to portray the 

characters, as well as being shown choreography for a 

challenging dance routine. Oliver predominately spent time with 

the chorus, passing on his expertise to our budding young 

performers in preparation for the show, which opens on 1st July 

for 3 nights. 

 

A Good Insight 

This term we have launched a new piece 

of software called PARS Insight. This 

allows parents to access information on 

attendance, behaviour, homework tasks 

and old reports in real time from any pc, tablet or phone. There 

is also an App which is available to download. In addition, this 

software can be used to report absences and book parents’ 

evening appointments. If parents missed the information 

evenings, a 'how to guide' can be downloaded from the school 

website. We are incredibly excited by the potential this piece of 

software has, and are looking for volunteer parents of Huntcliff 

students to join a parent forum to help trial this and to give 

feedback on other ideas and developments. Please email 

crees@slc.rac.sch.uk if you are interested. 

 

Student Profile 

Former student Joseph Nicholson is now in his second year at 

college, having completed his GCSE exams in 2013. He is 

studying A Level Maths and English and also 

BTEC Sport at Prior Pursglove College in 

Guisborough.  Joseph has always wanted to 

pursue a career in journalism, and aims to study 

sports journalism at Sunderland University this 

September. In preparation for this, he has been 
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STEM 

A group of our girls visited the 

Sage in Gateshead with Mrs 

Knock on a STEM day on 16
th

 

January. They were involved with 

3D printing, web design, forensic 

Sciences, and also met companies 

that specialise in STEM careers in the North East. Mia Schwec won 

the web design task on the day and each student in her group won 

a Kindle Fire tablet! This was a fantastic opportunity for our girls, 

especially since STEM graduates can expect to receive amongst the 

highest salaries of all new recruits. 

 

Sporting Round Up 

Year 8 student John Rae attended a volleyball event on 27th 

February at Prior Pursglove College; our Year 10 volleyball team 

came 2nd in an authority tournament on 26th February; and our 

Year 8 team competed in the Tess Valley cricket tournament on 

24th February. Lots more sporting events next term. 

We are collecting the Sainsbury’s Active Kids vouchers to help 

support our young people with new equipment and experiences in 

school. The vouchers can be collected until 5
th

 May at Sainsbury’s 

stores, petrol stations and when ordering online. Please drop any 

you have into the main office. 

 

AND FINALLY... 

JUMP TO IT 

Jump Fitness are running new classes, and we are hoping that they 

prove to be a big hit here, as they are elsewhere. Jump will be 

running a variety of classes from Pilates to a boot camp, as well as 

high energy Zumba. Classes will begin on 13th April, Monday to 

Thursday.  A timetable is available at www.jumpfitnessclasses.co.uk. 

There will be a launch on 12th April with a day of free taster 

sessions which are open to anyone, so pop along! Jump is giving 

staff and students from Saltburn Learning Campus a generous 

discounted rate of £2.50 per class. 

We are always looking for new people to hire our facilities – our 

sports hall, main hall and outside areas are available, as well as 

classrooms and meeting room. Contact the campus for more detail. 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS/DATES 

30th March - 10th April  Easter Holidays (PD Day 13th April) 

15th April        Year 11 parents’ information evening 

11th May        GCSE exam period begins 

22nd May        Year 11 leavers’ assembly 

25th—29th May     Half Term Holidays 

Science Teacher, Mr Whyborne, looks forward to being able to 

present them with their first scientific achievement before the 

Easter holidays. 

English 

We will once again participate in the BBC School News Report; 

this year on 19
th

 March. The day gives Year 8 students a chance 

to make their own news reports for a real audience, uploading 

their work onto our website. It is truly a fabulous event, helping 

our budding journalists develop their skills in the fast-paced 

world of media. On the day, with the help from BBC School News 

Report lead, Mrs Kirby and Librarian, Mrs Willoughby, students 

will sift through breaking stories and created video and text 

based news reports, making them public not only on our site, 

but the BBC’s.  

History  

The department is currently 

holding weekly revision sessions 

after school for all Year 11 

students. So far, they have been 

really well attended and suggests 

that students will be prepared for 

their exams and achieve their potential. There will be additional 

sessions during the Easter Holidays to support specific groups of 

students such as those hoping to achieve A or A* and those who 

are working at the C/D borderline. 

Year 9 have been studying the First World War, and particularly 

trench life. One piece of homework was to create a trench 

model and the response to this was  incredible. One model of a 

dug-out had a working light, another had a reconnaissance plane 

flying over no-man’s land and another modelled a trench in vast 

detail out of cake and fondant icing! It is always a delight to see 

how much effort our students put into tasks such as this. 

Year 7 also completed a task where they had to make a model, 

in this case it was a motte and bailey castle. They have 

completed their study of the Romans and are now well into a 

study of Medieval Times which includes a 'Medieval Murder 

Mystery' when they investigate the death of Thomas Becket at 

Canterbury Cathedral. 

Year 8 have shown great maturity in their study of Black Peoples 

of the Americas which links to many issues surrounding Civil 

Rights and racism.  

School Council 

Members of the council recently participated in the interview 

process to appoint our new Executive Headteacher in which they 

formed a student panel asking questions to candidates and 

feeding back to the governors. 
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