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Spade Oddity 

Learners have been preparing to become space 

biologists by growing seeds that have been into space! 

Since September, 2kg of rocket seeds have spent 

months in microgravity on the International Space 

Station, and have now been sent to schools as part of 

Rocket Science, an educational project launched by an 

RHS Campaign & the UK Space 

Agency.  

Saltburn Primary School were chosen 

to receive a packet of 100 seeds from 

space that they will grow, with the support of our 

students, alongside seeds that haven’t been to space . 

They will  measure the differences but  won’t know 

which seed packet contains which seeds until all 

results have been collected by the RHS and analysed 

by professional biostatisticians. Mrs Axe, Science 

Coordinator in Saltburn Primary School, said: “we are 

thrilled to be taking part in Rocket Science. I was really 

excited when I got told at the beginning of February 

that the application I made was successful". 

On 2
nd

 March, Commander Scott Kelly of NASA and 

Russian cosmonauts Mikhail Kornienko and Sergey 

Volkov of Roscosmos landed back on Earth in 

Kazakhstan. The seeds that we will grow travelled on a 

charter flight from Moscow, Russia and returned to 

the UK on 3rd March. RHS are now getting ready to 

pack them up so they can be sent to us just after 

Easter. We will take measurements on days 10, 17, 21, 

28 and 35. 

 

Family Learning Coming Soon! 

We are excited to announce that we have a number of 

adult and family learning courses taking place after 

Easter, with a launch event on 20th April. Look out for 

flyers and contact us if you're interested in attending. 

 

Learners Get Animated 

Mrs Shevels took a select number of More Able 

learners from the campus to 

Inspire2Learn for an iPad Day this 

term, where they produced 

animations with the help and 

expertise of the staff at the 

centre; these were then 

uploaded onto  

their blog, celebrating and showcasing learners’ 

talents. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Message from Mr Eyre 

As I write this the sky is blue, daffodils are bursting 

out and summer really feels around the corner. As 

you will all see in the newsletter many wonderful 

things have been happening this term, and from the 

calendar you can see many more lined up for the 

summer term. I hope you will agree we have been 

involved in many opportunities in which our 

students and staff have made us very proud of the 

campus as we keep moving forward. I would like to 

wish you all a restful and enjoyable Easter. 

 

CAMPUS UPDATE 
World Book Day 

World Book Day on 3rd March 

was a huge success throughout 

the campus. World-renowned 

author, Wes Magee, visited 

Saltburn Primary School on 

29th February to launch their 

week-long celebration; he led a morning assembly 

and spent the day working in the hall carrying out 

exciting and interactive presentations. Wes also had 

exclusively signed books to sell to the children during 

the school’s book sale that day. 

We had a book tree in the library, led by our 

Librarian Miss Cumming, in which students hung a 

book tag written on with their favourite book title, as 

well  as having a ‘shelfie’ competition where 

students had to join pictures of bookcases to 

members of staff based on what they saw in their 

collections—two Y8 students won an Easter egg each 

for matching the most correctly. Miss Cumming also 

had a selection of the world book 

day books in the library and gave 

out book vouchers. 

Mrs Dobbins, our Head of English 

led a whole school assembly on the 

day of World Book Day, reinforcing 

the commemoration of authors, illustrators, books 

and of course, reading. 
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animal handling experiences, were in school with their 

creatures on one of the days, with Saltburn Primary 

welcoming them to their school too during the 

afternoon. Mrs Davies, our Head of Science delivered an 

assembly on BSW, which aims to celebrate science, as 

well as technology, engineering and maths - (also known 

as STEM). 

 

STEM Update 

Y9 visited the new Middlesbrough STEM Centre in 

March as part of the fourth curriculum day for a tour 

packed with activities and career ideas. 

A new STEM Club is now running every Friday after 

school by Mr Penketh. Students will focus on entering 

national competitions - it is a brilliant opportunity for 

any student wanting to gain experience of engineering.   

There will also be an opportunity for Y9 students to join 

a cadetship scheme for the Merchant Navy. 

Mrs Knock took 12 Y9 girls to Inspire2Learn for an 

inspirational day of talks and activities from women 

working in STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, 

ART and Maths) subjects; she said it was a fantastic day! 

 

Maths 

100 of our Y9,10 and 11 students entered the 

Intermediate Maths Challenge run by the United 

Kingdom Mathematics Trust.  Four students achieved a 

gold certificate; Sam and Olivia in Y9, Jacob in Y10 and 

Y11 Emily. Sam was  also the best in the school which, 

for a KS3 student, is remarkable and we’re really proud 

of him! In total 35 students gained a gold, silver or 

bronze certificate. 

 

Brilliant Club 

13 Y9 students participated in a 

mock trial competition  at 

Teesside Magistrates Court in 

March, where they learnt all about court procedures 

and got ready to ‘fight it out’.  The students learnt lots 

and worked hard. 

Fantastic results from the Y7 brilliant club students, all 

did brilliantly to pass a University-

style assignment, those with 1sts 

were - Kaden, Erin, Tom and Scarlett. 

Two students also got special 

Distinction certificates. The Y9 and 10 

cohort of Brilliant Club has started and are working hard 

on their assignment based on robots and artificial 

intelligence!  

 

Humanities Round Up 

This has been a busy term for the Humanities 

Department. In January we welcomed Mr Piercy to 

the Geography team. Shortly afterwards the 

winners of the Humanities Logo competition were 

selected from the 10 KS3 finalists. The overall 

winner was Olivia in Y9; the Y7 winner was Alicia, 

the Y8 winner was Naomi and the Well Done Card 

design winner was Leah of Y9. 

Y10 revision sessions have begun for GCSE Short 

Course RE and Y11 revision sessions have 

relaunched following on from the Y11 trial exams in 

both Geography and History in order to help 

students prepare for their final 

exams. 

There have also been a number of 

trips and visits. On 3rd March Y7 did 

a Saltburn treasure hunt to help them develop their 

Geography skills and Y9 visited Eden Camp as part 

of their study of the First and Second World Wars. 

On 18th March  Year 8 conducted a River Walk as 

part of their Geography course. 

There have also been themed assemblies. On 

Holocaust Memorial Day the theme was 'Don't 

Stand By' and Miss Mohon's assembly covered the 

way in which the people of Denmark resisted the 

Nazis’ attempts to persecute the Jews. Miss 

Cumming created a display in the Library based on 

the theme of the Holocaust and this was of great 

interest to students. After half term Mr Piercy did 

an assembly based on Commonwealth Day and 

what we can learn from the guiding principles of the 

Commonwealth. Meanwhile normal lessons 

continue; enlivened in Y7 by making Motte & Bailey 

castles in History and in Y9 by making model First 

World War trenches. In 

Geography, Y7 have been poring 

over OS maps to complete quizzes 

which demonstrate their map 

skills and in RE students have 

continued to broaden their knowledge of the 

world's major religions. 

 

British Science Week 2016—what we’re doing... 

For Science Week, the science department planned 

an inter-form science quiz with prizes for the KS3 

and KS4 winners. There were also some one-off 

special lessons such as one related to forensics 

where students extracted DNA. Zoolab, who offer 
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of design ideas to present to the judges. The second 

part of the tournament was to build a functioning PIG 

to push and collect stones in a half pipe. 

Unfortunately our teams did not win this year, but 

they each received certificates of 

participation and for the ability 

to communicate, design and 

problem solve an unseen 

technology problem. The 

feedback from the students was 

excellent and when asked if they would do it again, 

they all agreed that they would!  Roll on next year’s 

event for our budding engineers. 

 

Disco Inferno—the story so far... 

This year we’re performing Disco Inferno - an 

explosion of hit 1970s songs, energetic dance routines 

and glitter-ball spinning action! Rehearsals are going 

well, with performances on Thursday 14th and Friday 

15th April.  Information about tickets will be coming 

out soon so do look out for this. Students and staff 

will be involved in rehearsals all week leading up to 

the real thing.  

 

Duke of Edinburgh  

Students completing the Duke of Edinburgh Award 

Scheme had their first training walk on Saturday 12th 

March. They left early in the morning, at 9.30am from 

Castleton and returned at teatime. 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY PARS Insight! 

Happy 1
st

 birthday to PARS Insight - the online system 

we currently use to allow parents/carers secure 

access to information related to their child. If you are 

a parent/carer and have misplaced your log-on details 

please contact the main campus office. 

 

Sport Report 

Y11 Ellie was accepted into the Young Coaches 

Academy—well done to her! Y10 Frances represented 

the county in the Tees Valley Cross-Country 

Championships. We’re grateful to Hunley Hall who 

have welcomed Y10 for golf lessons. We also had the 

official presentation of the Sainsbury’s School Games 

Bronze Award. Students have been encouraged to run 

a mile for this year’s Sport Relief and 

have been paying £1 to wear their 

own sports clothes in PE. 

 

 

Badminton Finalists! 

Such brilliant news - our KS4 

boys' badminton team 

became North East 

Champions at the regional 

round of the National 

Schools Championships held 

at Thornaby Pavillion on 1st March. 

The team, comprising 4 Y11 students, William H, Sam, 

William A-D and Lachlan will now compete in 

the National Badminton Finals held at Milton 

Keynes in April. We were over the moon that it’s 

been given local press coverage too! Good luck boys! 

 

Attendance Figures 

The whole school attendance figures for this 

academic year until 29th February shows  a rise of 

nearly 1.5% compared to last year, which is a positive 

outcome—well done students for making this 

positive trend happen—keep it up! 

 

New work on the art blog 

There has been more of our 

students’ work on the Huntcliff art 

blog—this half term KS3 work was 

showcased -  beautiful aboriginal 

inspired printmaking. Follow the blog 

via huntcliffcreate.wordpress.com  

 

Year 9 options 

Y9 have been preparing for their option choices this 

term. It has been an enlightening process with many 

students expressing their career and post 16 choices 

in a really eloquent manner. They have been talking 

to their tutors, along with support from our Y9 Team 

Leader Mrs Richardson, information will be out 

before Easter with the choices that students have 

made. 

 

National Technology Tournament 

Two teams of four students from Y8 and Y10 were 

selected to take part in the National Technology 

Tournament in Whitby on 3
rd

 March. 

Nerves were high due to the uncertainty of what the 

brief was going to be, as the teams did not know 

what they would be asked to produce until the 

competition started. The objective was to design and 

build a functioning pipe inspection gauge (PIG). The 

first part of the competition was to create a portfolio 
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feedback; we launched our student consultation 

throughout March, with a voting day on 21st. The 

outcome of the consultation will be publicised next 

term, with much more information available for 

parents /carers. There is more information on our 

website www.saltburnlearningcampus.co.uk 

 
Pasta Kings 

Our catering team promoted a Pasta King competition 

during the autumn term, with 7 of our own students out 

of many other schools across the country winning prizes 

such as an iPod. Mr Eyre presented winners in an 

assembly this term. Those who entered had submitted 

loyalty cards which had been stamped each time they 

had bought a Pasta King. The next competition will be 

launched next term, with prizes such as an iPad, Amazon 

vouchers, a printer and football shirts up for grabs. 

 

National Careers Week 

We organised lots throughout National Careers Week 

during March, including a lunchtime drop in with Prior 

Pursglove College, a more able medical day, opportunity 

for students to speak to Middlesbrough College, 

assemblies on apprenticeships for all students, college 

stands at Y11 parents’ evening, routes to employment 

drop in and a presentation to Y11 in their life skills 

lessons by Tees Valley Work Based Learning. 

 

Getting Into Medicine 

Y10 and 11 attended Stockton Sixth 

Form for a Medical Day. They were given 

the opportunity to take part in seminars 

led by a medical student from Liverpool Uni, where they 

learnt about ethics, CPR and anatomy. The students 

were very fortunate to have a presentation and a Q&A 

session with 2 local doctors—a GP and a doctor from the 

military (who had just finished a shift at James Cook 

Hospital!).  

 

UPCOMING EVENTS/DATES 
18th March      Sport Relief 

23rd—27th March   Madrid trip (Y10) 

25th March—8th April Easter holidays (24th March PD Day) 

20th April       Live Together Learn Together Family     

           Learning Event (time TBC) & taster sessions 

28th April       Y7 and 8 maths challenge 

2nd May       Bank Holiday 

18th May       R&C Athletics Championships 

19th—22nd May    Art Exhibition 

26th May       Olympic Day 

27th May       Y11 leaver’s assembly/last day of term 

 

Facilities to Hire 

We continue to hire out our facilities to the general 

public, with our rates competitively priced. We boast 

a variety of indoor and outdoor spaces - our modern 

campus is the ideal choice for any activity: 

workshops; conferences and meetings; sports 

activities; exhibitions; teaching and learning. We are 

able to accommodate all group sizes and have the 

ideal area to suit your needs. For more information or 

to make a booking contact enquiries@slc.rac.sch.uk 

 

Trip to Teesside Uni 

Our Y10 GCSE PE students visited 

Teesside University this term to learn 

about the respiratory system. It was 

such a valuable experience for them as 

they look towards their second year of 

the PE course as Y11 students. 

 
Curriculum Days 2 & 3—a Summary... 

We again ran two further days of 

curriculum events as part of the 

programme, which takes place 

throughout the year. The third day was 

on 3rd March and the fourth and final 

day was on 18th. As well as visiting Eden Camp and 

the Middlesbrough College STEM 

Centre, there were other things on 

offer to each year group and every 

student; within school we offered 

various workshops and classes, such 

as parkour, revision sessions  and mixed subject 

activities. 

 

Staff V Students 

There was another fundraising event which took 

place this term between Y11 students & 

staff - this time a handball match. Funds 

raised during these events go towards the 

Y11 prom.  

Staff were victorious, wining 2-1. Y11 students are 

gearing up for their re-match, which they have 

chosen to be netball. 

 

Changes to uniform from September 2016 

Students and parents/carers of those in Y6—10 have 

recently received information about proposed 

uniform changes. Our governors have supported the 

proposed options and staff have been invited to give 
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