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In this issue:- 

•  Campus Update 

•  Recent School Stories 

•  Y6 Open Evening 

Name David Hannah. 

Role Parent governor.  

Employment Assistant Manager for Aldi.  

Favourite place. The Lake District but the North 

Cornwall coast is a very close second. 

Favourite book. A difficult one to call as I have 

read many good books. One author that I have 

always enjoyed was Terry Pratchett and his 

book Mort is one I have read several times. 

1 thing I enjoy about working with the governing body is being 

able to help deliver  some real improvements to the whole 

campus. 

1 wish for the campus is to continue to develop into a valued 

community resource for all to access.  

 

RECENT SCHOOL STORIES 
 

Great Results for our Athletes! 
We were pleased that the sun was shining for the 

Redcar & Cleveland Athletics Championships at 

Jarrow on 1st July, and even more pleased about 

the results for our students 

competing against 9 other schools.  

Overall results were fantastic: in 

the girls’ category, Y 7 and 9 came 

2nd and Y 8 were 3rd. For our boys, 

Y 7 came 8th, Y 8 were 2nd and Y 9 came 1st! 

Well done to all who took part. 

 

Final Farewell—Year 11 Prom 
Our prom for Y 11 students took place at Grinkle Park on 25

th
 

June. It was really well attended and students enjoyed a 

delicious meal followed by 

music, dancing and even a 

photo booth! It was truly a 

lovely way to celebrate the end 

of their GCSE exams, in which 

they have worked so hard, and 

also the start of summer! We 

wish all Y 11 students all the 

very best for their GCSE results, 

which are published at the end of August. 

 

Sports Day 
This year’s sports day was another time for competition and 

culture. As form groups do each year, they took on the role of an 

Olympic country in the hope of being declared winner of the 

best represented group, with points being added onto their 

overall sports day result. As well as this, and at the forefront, 

were the events themselves, such as high jump, long jump and 

javelin throughout the morning, followed after lunch by track 

events. Unfortunately, after such a glorious weekend 

beforehand, the flag ceremony was unable to go ahead, 

however we prevailed, and the majority of planned events were 

carried out. It was a fabulous day. Thank you to Miss Whaley, Mr 

Wright and Miss Hodgson, as well as other key members of staff 

who contributed to the running of the day. 

CAMPUS UPDATE 

Shelter for Nepal 
The campus came together to 

help provide emergency 

supplies to people who have 

been affected by the 

devastating Nepalese 

earthquake which happened in 

April.  

From Monday 1
st

 June for two 

weeks, learners from our school and Saltburn Primary School 

took part in class activities led by their teachers to raise 

money for families struggling to survive after the tragedy, 

which has so far taken the lives of over 8,000 people. 

In reception classes, they have linked the fundraising to their 

theme for this half term which is all about dinosaurs. Children 

worked on this topic with their parents in the holidays and 

presented information to their class, making a donation at 

the same time. Y 3 pupils created and sold art work and Y 4 

sold books. We had a non uniform day on 17
th

 June where 

each student paid £1 for wearing their own clothes. 

The money raised will buy at least one support pack, which 

includes vital equipment such 

as a tent, a cooker, blankets 

and cutlery to help a family on 

their journey to rebuilding 

their life. We have linked with 

the charity, The Shelter Box, 

and welcomed a 

representative to the campus 

on 3
rd

 June to give talks to 

learners. We were thrilled to see this story appear in the July 

edition of Talk of the Town. 

 

 

Governor Update 
You may have seen the annual Governor report which was 

circulated recently, which included information on 

attendance, catering, teaching and learning, lettings and 

much more, plus updates on membership. We were pleased 

to be able to speak to our newest members of the governing 

body, David Hannah, as part of our Governor Profile... 
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said wider corridors and more light, so we ensured that this is what 

was included. During the build, students and staff put their hard hats 

on and were able to visit the site, which was also exciting! 

 

What will you miss about Huntcliff? 

I’ll miss working with so many people and the opportunities such as 

doing this interview. I’ll miss the contact with students, when 

they’ve come to see me with commendations and achievements.  

I’m going to miss seeing really good teaching and how well students 

respond; our teachers here are amazing. I’ll miss the trips – I was 

fortunate enough to go to our partner school in China in 2010 and I 

also went to Eden Camp and on the river walk. I’ve also enjoyed 

seeing children from both schools at the Carlton residential - it’s nice 

to have this different interaction with students. 
 

What are the biggest changes in education since you became 

Headteacher? 

The range of opportunities that there are 

for young people now is amazing; some of 

the trips and visits and things like the link 

we have with China – it’s so exciting. The 

internet and opportunities for young 

people, such as the Y 8 BBC News Report 

for G&T—this would never had happened 

without internet capacity and companies like the BBC would never 

have been able to work with schools in this way. The internet has 

had a big impact on lessons, it’s brilliant that videos of earthquakes 

for example can so easily be shown to help in lessons – things that 

can be accessed in addition to books makes things more alive - more 

than we could ever have imagined. There is also the impact of 

academies and the changes in Ofsted. 
 

What plans do you have for retirement? 

I’d like some time to do things I don’t have time for at the minute, 

such as to travel more – I’m going to New England in the autumn. I’m 

also looking forward to spending time with my family.  

 

Mrs Mayes has been a wonderful and inspiring Headteacher and 

Executive Headteacher. We will all miss her very much indeed and 

won’t forget the considerable impact she has had on Huntcliff and 

the campus. We wish her all the best in her retirement and thank her 

for being such a fantastic leader. 

Other staff members who we will 

also be sad to see leave include Mr 

Allan, who is retiring after 35 years’ 

teaching, with roles as History 

Teacher, Subject Leader and Year 

Team Leader. Technology Teacher 

Mr Maddison, Learning Mentor Mrs Vickers and Administration 

Assistant and former LSA Mrs Jones are also retiring. Mrs Tindall, 

Science Teacher and acting Subject Leader, has gained a promoted 

post. Miss Cartwright our Geography Subject Leader is relocating to 

Cumbria and Miss Welford from the Maths department is moving to 

a post with A level opportunities. We wish them all well! 

After a long period of ill health Mr Gibson is unable to return to 

school; he will be fondly remembered for his many contributions to 

the school and the community, and his impact on the children. 

Mr Peter Eyre will take up post as Executive Headteacher in 

September. 

 

 

Goodbye Mrs Mayes 
After being in the teaching profession for 35 

years, Headteacher at Huntcliff for 14, and 

now Executive Headteacherfor the campus, 

Mrs Mayes, is retiring this summer. One of 

our budding reporters, Jordan Cooper, spent 

time with her to ask some questions... 

What key things have happened at Huntcliff 

since you became Headteacher? 

The biggest thing has been the campus 

development and federation. Overall there 

are a lot more experiences for students and 

opportunities that the new build has given them.  

Teaching has changed a lot and the styles have developed; there’s 

more advanced ICT such as the Interactive whiteboards, tablets 

and PCs. It’s changed that it did earlier in my career in the 14 

years of being Headteacher much more quickly. 

 

What achievements are you most proud of and what are your 

highlights? 

Working with students has always been fantastic. I am always 

most pleased about being able to help students along their way, 

and love having students come back to report on what they’re 

doing now. I’m proud that we’ve achieved this new building – it’s 

a big change. What makes it work as a school and campus is not 

only the building but the right combination of staff and the 

relationships between staff and learners.  
 

How was the old school building different to our current school?  

The old building had narrow corridors, it was dark, had limited 

facilities and there was little room for improvement because of 

restrictions. Between the old school and the two primary school 

sites we needed £3.5 million spending on them so it was a really 

exciting opportunity to put a bid in for a new building and being 

part of the design process. 
 

When did you start designing the new building? 

We started planning for what we’d bid for if we secured the 

money – we knew in advance what we’d like. Originally the 

primary school would have been separate but we had the chance 

to talk about this and decided to have shared facilities such as the 

dining hall, sports hall and field. In 2006 the bid was submitted 

and the money was confirmed but there was a very quick 

turnaround before moving in in 2008. 
 

What was involved in planning for the new build? 

There were many regulations to follow but within that we could 

select the architects to draw up plans; there was also a long 

period of visiting other schools and meeting with them architects 

to draw up plans. 

The wooden structures in the atrium are my fault! After going to 

a visitor centre during a summer I spent in Canada, and admiring 

some beautiful wooden features in the lobby area I emailed a 

photo to the architect and requested that we incorporated this in 

the new building. 

Students were heavily involved and we 

had workshops where people came to 

work with them; we also surveyed 

students on what they’d like and they 
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The council will continue to act as the voice for all students; tackling 

issues, planning events and leading the organisation of charity work 

– they have recently been at the forefront of raising money for the 

neonatal unit at James Cook University Hospital where the 

total was £1,000, and helping the campus to support 

Shelter Box UK.   

Miss Peacock said of the elections, ‘it was a fantastic 

opportunity for the students to get a feel of what voting is 

like, to have their say and make a difference to their school 

life’. 

Students Lucy Grogan (14) and Thomas Harvey (12) are 

running for Youth Parliament Redcar and Cleveland this 

term, and they have worked really hard on their campaigns. They 

have run against candidates from Redcar Academy, Sacred Heart 

and Rye Hills. 

 

Charitable Choccie! 
A fun-filled chocolate and tea themed event 

this term raised over £90 for a charity which 

helps families with seriously ill children. Staff 

held a ‘Big Chocolate Tea Party’ on 21
st

 May for 

The Sick Children’s Trust, having a bring and 

buy sale and getting competitive with a Great Campus Bake Off. 

The Trust provides high quality ‘Home from Home’ accommodation 

as well as emotional and practical support for families who have ill 

children in hospital.  

Judges of the Bake Off were Heads of School Mrs Chadwick and Mrs 

Juckes, and our campus Cook, Mr Marsden, who collectively had the 

gruelling task of taste-testing a slice of each of the 10 entries! Our 

Technology Technician, Miss Cumming, was crowned Champion 

2015 with her scrumptious chocolate fudge cake. 

 

Practice Makes Perfect 
As part of their Work Related Learning and also as an award for 

completing all five assessments, on 2
nd

 June, 22 Y10 students visited 

Newcastle for professional external interview practice via ESH in an 

event called ‘Building my Skills’. Mr Goodchild, who accompanied 

the students said, ‘it was an excellent trip and the students got a lot 

out of it’. ESH are one of the leading construction companies in the 

North of England and arranged for industry leaders to be part of 

interview panels. 

 

Duke of Edinburgh 
The Y9 students who are completing 

the Duke of Edinburgh Award have all now 

completed their Training Expedition, which 

took place in May with Miss Hodgson and 

the team. They are currently planning their 

route for their practice expedition which 

will require them to be much more independent and challenge their 

navigation skills. This has taken place in the activity days. 

 

New Horizons for Humanities 

In an exciting development Geography, History and RPE are to work 

more closely together from September. Miss Mohon will be the new 

Head of Faculty.  The different subjects will still be taught in discrete 

lessons but there will be more opportunities to enrich the teaching 

curriculum, build on previous exam successes and share good 

practice. Look out for more varied and exciting opportunities from 

September. 

Visit by Kings College 

Cambridge 
A number of students from Kings 

College Cambridge visited some of our 

Y10s recently, where they shared 

experiences and gave lots of useful information. They covered 

things such as finance, accommodation and the curriculum. The Y 

10s thoroughly enjoyed the afternoon spending time with the 

students, with some commenting on how much more confident 

they would feel about going to university. 

 

Gifted & Talented / More Able  
As you may remember from our last newsletter, 

the Brilliant Club Scholars Programme was 

launched at Durham University in February where 

twelve of our gifted and talented students from 

Y9 and 10 attended. This term they have just 

completed a module of work; not only did they all 

complete it at AS Level standard, but 7 were 

awarded a 2:1 and 5 were awarded a 1
st

! The 

Graduation Ceremony at Durham University was a real celebration 

of their hard work and all the learners involved had lots of positive 

things to say about the programme. One Y10 said 'I now know I can 

work well at a higher level of academia' and another wrote, 'I learnt 

a lot about essay writing and technique'. A Y 9 commented, 'I have 

learnt how to be better at longer pieces of writing and to take part 

in discussions more'. 

The program was such a success that 12 Y7 & 8s have been selected 

to also take part in the program. They have just been on their 

Launch trip to Durham University and are beginning work with their 

PhD tutor on a similar project.  

English Teacher, Mrs Kirby, has been encouraging Y 7 & 8s to 

develop their own TED-ED talks about a topic which they feel 

passionate about in an-after school club. This will help them to 

work on the independent research and communication skills which 

are so important to achieving success in the modern world. 

 

Meanwhile 'Master Classes' for Y11 students aiming to achieve A or 

A* at GCSE took place both at Easter and the recent half term 

holidays. More than 10 different subjects offered sessions, 

(including English, Maths and each of the Science subjects), to help 

these learners to achieve their potential. There was also a session 

for Y 10 learners aiming to achieve A or A* in their RE exam. 

Attendance was good and we look forward to the Y 10 & 11 GCSE 

results this summer. 

 

Weird Science 
Y9 who are enthusiastic about Science have been taking part in a 

project about Fizzy Drinks which allows them to experience the 

project process and to improve their enquiry, problem solving and 

communication skills. Following on from completing more than 10 

hours of project work 8 learners were presented with their British 

Science Association Bronze Awards during a recent assembly. 

 

School Council Update 
Our Drama Teacher Miss Peacock has been 

leading the School Council this term, and 

promoted re-elections on General Election 

day - 7
th

 May. The library was transformed 

into a polling station and representatives 

from years 7 to 10 were successfully elected. 
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outdoor facility—available to hire at great rates, especially for 5-

aside teams. We are also pleased to be able to offer our spaces 

for parties, so please get in touch with Fay Dobson or Andrea 

Stephenson if you are interested.  

 

The World of Geography 
We have promoted all students to their next tutor group this 

term, with Y 9s being able to start their 

GCSE subjects early for a better 

integration once September comes along. 

Our new Geography students enjoyed a 

fieldtrip to Saltburn on 1
st

 July where they 

conducted surveys using technical 

equipment to form part of their 

coursework on the local area. Miss Cartwright commented on 

how mature and enthusiastic the students had been. 

On Friday 26
th

 June, thanks to the wonders of the internet, 

students in Y 8 were incredibly lucky and fortunate to talk to a 

volunteer for the Medicins Sans Frontieres (Doctors Without 

Borders) Anna Kent. Anna has volunteered for the organisation for 

almost 10 years and students were able to ask her all about her 

experience of being a voluntary nurse and midwife in places that 

need urgent help such as South Sudan and Haiti after the 

earthquake.  

Using the online conference call software, students were able to 

ask their own questions, that they had planned in previous 

lessons, and found out some extremely interesting facts and 

stories about Anna’s travels across the world.  

Students left the session feeling inspired and realising that if they 

want to help people around the world, be it simple tasks such as 

fundraising to actually working on the frontline in the countries, 

they are capable of it if they put their mind to it! 

 

Prefect Perfect 
We altered the way our prospective Y 11 

students were selected for prefects this year 

by asking them to submit a letter of 

application. From the letters, Mr Wright, the 

Y 10 team leader, and Ms Asprey, Chair of 

Governors, selected the team of prefects and 

interviewed several for the role of head boy and girl. Ms Asprey 

said, ‘each and every one of the students produced a letter they 

should be proud of and they all without exception conducted 

themselves very ably in the interview process.’ She continued, ‘for 

some I expect this was the first time they had ever been 

interviewed by an adult they did not know - I congratulate them 

all. The quote of the day from one applicant was 'you create your 

own excellence' – very insightful!’ 

19 students will be prefects. Two boys and two girls were selected 

as senior prefects, and Matthew Rayson and Jodie Anderson were 

chosen as Head Boy and Head Girl, and were given the 

opportunity to meet Mr Eyre as the announcement was made. 

HAPPY SUMMER! 
 

 

Height of Activity 
We once again provided and extensive and 

exciting activity programme as we do each 

summer term for all students. It ran from 14
th

 to 

16
th

 July and included activities such as mixed 

sport, baking and a community project with the 

help of Groundwork. There was also off-site trips to Carlton with 

a residential, day trips to Scarborough’s Sea Life Centre, 

Beamish, Sunderland’s dry ski slope, the Oriental Museum and 

Botanic Gardens in Durham, and Whitby and the North York 

Moors as part of a Best of British residential. Students keen on 

the fields within STEM (Science, Technology, 

Engineering and Maths) visited Redcar Racecourse 

and the Centre for Life, and some worked with 

professional photographers, Mark and Nel Hickson, 

in school. Y7 students took a trip to Ford Castle in 

Northumberland, where they were joined by those 

from our Chinese partner 

school, and a group of Y9 students will 

spend 3 days visiting Paris, in which they will 

spend a day at Disneyland looking at how 

ICT is used in the park, and visit key 

monuments and landmarks. 

 

Bronze All Round for our Sports 
Miss Whaley and the PE department are thrilled 

to have been successful in their application for a 

Sainsbury’s School Games Bronze Award led by 

the Government. The criteria were covered 

fully, with the main sections including 

Workforce, Competition and Participation, and aspects were 

also included in the Silver and Gold list! We can now be known 

as Bronze Award recipients, honouring our commitment to the 

development of competition across the school and into the 

community. 

 

MAGNIFICO! 
Our summer show, We Will Rock You, led by 

our performing arts department, took place on 

Friday 3
rd

 July. It was a spectacular showcase 

of music dance and drama, with students 

commemorating key scenes, taking to the stage in vibrant 

costumes against artistic set-pieces. As mentioned in the last 

newsletter, we welcomed stage actor Oliver Tompsett to the 

school in January, who worked with our cast in a workshop 

helping to perfect singing skills as well as choreography. The 

show itself was a wonderful chance for all students who took 

part, and particularly for the Y 9s who 

have just started their GCSE courses 

ready for Y10 in September. The 

audience was captivated, with everyone 

saying how confident our budding young 

performers were...and buzzing with excitement over their glow 

sticks! Thank you to Mrs Shevels, Miss Peacock and key 

members of staff who helped to make the show a success.  

 

Go Outdoors 
We now have the Multi Use Games Area (MUGA) – our fabulous  
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YEAR 6 OPEN EVENING  

23rd  SEPTEMBER 6-8PM 


