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8th September 2017 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
We are writing to make you aware of a new element to the support we provide for Key 
Stage 4 students.  
As you may already be aware, as a school we provide a lot of after school revision for 
students, particularly when they are in Year 11. We would like to extend and improve that 
opportunity through an after-school provision.  
One of the main challenges of the new GCSEs for students across the country is the 
stamina that is required to complete the examinations; we know that this needs to 
translate into increased expectations of the amount of work they produce in lessons. We 
also know that for some students, whilst they complete the work that is required it is not 
always of the best standard that it could be, and in turn means that progress is not as rapid 
as it could be. In order to encourage our Key Stage 4 students to make maximum use of 
their learning time in lessons, we are going to introduce an additional support period each 
day after school.  
The purpose of this period is to ensure that where a student has not completed sufficient 
work during the day, or has not completed work of a standard that reflects their ability, 
they have the opportunity to improve or complete what they have not done.  
This will sit outside the behaviour system and not replace our existing detention procedure 
for students who don’t meet our expectations of behaviour; instead it will be focused on 
supporting learning and progress.  
If your child is identified as needing the additional working time, and if the teacher who 
requires them to attend the after-school session teaches them in the morning, you will be 
notified by text at lunchtime and he/she is expected to stay the same day. Where the 
lesson occurs in the afternoon, the support session takes place the following day and again 
you would be notified by text. 
We recognise the support and encouragement that you give your child at home to work 
hard and complete all work to a high standard, and very much appreciate the importance 
of a good working partnership between home and school in helping all of our students 
achieve the best grades they can. To this end we would like to invite you to a Maximising 
Your Child’s Progress at Key Stage 4 event that we are holding on Thursday 14th 
September.  The evening will run from 4pm to 6pm on Thursday 14th September. There 
will be a variety of workshops and presentations on the evening specifically designed to 
inform you and our students about the new GCSE specifications and how we can help all 
of our learners to achieve their full potential at GCSE. This will be a valuable opportunity 
to meet with subject specialists who will be able to give specific advice and guidance about  
 


