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21st September 2017 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 

 
                            Science and SABIC Future Innovators Project Years 7 to 9 
         
Huntcliff School is now working closely in partnership with SABIC to help improve work-related 
skills and progression of young people, ideally into jobs around Teesside where there is currently 
a skills shortage in science and engineering.  
 
SABIC is a global company that has operated on Teesside since 2006, running a world-scale steam 
cracker, Olefins 6. The cracker takes large petrochemical molecules and breaks them into smaller 
molecules that are used to make the plastics we use in everyday life. SABIC has two sites based at 
Wilton and North Tees, located on either side of the River Tees, with their manufacturing products 
sold worldwide. Each site has plants that work together to run their manufacturing operations. 
 

The SABIC Future Innovators Project 
 
Pupils are invited to take part in a project developed in partnership with SABIC and Huntcliff 
School. SABIC has an excellent reputation in the community for its outreach to schools and STEM-
related activity, as well as being a principal employer in the chemical manufacturing industry 
locally. Each year many schools request SABIC’s input, but due to demand, they are not always 
successful. We are therefore excited that SABIC is working with us this year, and we hope you can 
encourage your child to get involved. 

 
  The SABIC Future Innovators Project is aimed at KS3 students (Years 7, 8 and 9). If pupils 

would like to become involved in this, they will need to reply using the form attached to 
this letter by no later than 9am on Wednesday 27/9/17 

 If more than ten pupils apply from each year group, the science department will apply a 
selection process based on: the application form; tracking; commendations; effort; 
attitude and homework to help us make the selection 

 Pupils must be prepared to work with different year groups and people they don’t know 
 Pupils must be prepared to give up around 12 after-school sessions from 3.00-4.30pm, this 

is likely to be on a Wednesday after school, between October 2017 and February 2018 and 
must turn up to all the sessions or they may lose their place 

 Pupils must be able to work in a team and also be independent and reliable 
 Pupils will be asked to write up and present their findings 
 Pupils may be asked to present what they did to other audiences during the year 

 
The selected students will work in groups of six and investigate three science-related questions 
which SABIC have had to answer to help keep the Teesside plants profitable. The groups will be 

 



made up of two students from Year 7, 8 and 9. They will each carry out the experiments with help 
from Engineers and Scientists from SABIC, as well as the school. They will be offered two site visits, 
where they can come and see the chemical plants working operationally, which will relate to their 
science tasks at both Wilton and North Tees. At the end of the process, there will be a presentation 
event at the SABIC headquarters, where our students will meet Senior Managers of SABIC and will 
present their findings and ideas to a judging panel. 
 
Prizes will be handed out during each experiment and there will be an overall 1st and 2nd place prize 
awarded by SABIC. 
 
Selected students will benefit from an excellent work-related learning opportunity, which may give 
them an edge when applying for apprenticeships, college or university in the future.  
 
This isn’t just for students who want to pursue careers in science or engineering. It is open to all 
students who want to develop their own skills in communication, confidence, leadership, 
teamwork, problem solving and resilience. 

 
Time line for the process: 
 

Week beginning 
 11th  September  Launch assembly 
 18th  September  Letters given out in science lessons 
 25th September  Letters returned and selection of students 
 2nd October  Final selection and a reserve list 
 9th  October  A meeting of all the selected and reserve students 
 16th October SABIC engineer talks to students and launches first investigation based on a 

real industrial project. 
 The project then runs most Wednesdays until the final presentation in February 2018. 

 
If a KS3 student would like to be considered for The SABIC Future Innovators Project, they should 
complete the application form attached with this letter and return it to the science department by 
no later than 9am on Wednesday 27/9/17. 
 
Yours Sincerely, 
 
                                    
 
 
Pete Goodchild     Sally Davies 
Assistant Headteacher    Head of Science 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


