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Vision 
 

Here at Saltburn Primary School, we aim to improve children’s reading using 

the Collins Big Cat Reading scheme, phonics and through targeted 

comprehension lessons taught through the use of popular children’s books and 

novels. 

 

Where possible, reading is linked to our writing and topics to ensure we have 

cross-curricular links and also to allow children to explore the topics further 

and have a deeper understanding. 

 

The teaching and learning of reading is driven by a collective recognition and 
shared responsibility to ensure children progress throughout their time with 
us, so that, by the time they leave in Y6, all pupils are able to: 
 
• Read with confidence, fluency and enjoyment. 
• Have an interest in words and their meanings; developing a growing 

vocabulary in spoken forms. 
• Understand a range of text types and genres. 
• Have the confidence to read a variety of different text types and genres. 
• Develop their powers of imagination, inventiveness and critical 

awareness. 
• Develop a life-long enjoyment for reading. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The reading process and comprehension 

 

EYFS - Year 1 

Throughout EYFS and Year 1, children will begin to develop their reading 

through the use of phonics. They will learn the different sounds and apply this 

to their reading. Phonics groups will be streamed so that each child is being 

taught the phase they are on. This will be supported by the Collins Big Cat 

Reading scheme. 

 

Any child found to be below their chronological reading age will be read with 

regularly in school and any further support needed for home will be provided. 

 

Comprehension will be developed through discussion and teachers and LSAs 

asking the children questions about what they have been reading. This will 

start to develop the skills children will need throughout school. 

 

Year 2 - 6 

Children will still follow the Collins Big Cat Scheme until they have worked right 

through it. They will then be able to choose a book themselves once they have 

reached the free reading stage. 

 

All children will be listened to as often as possible during the year by a teacher 

or LSA. The class file will be kept in the classroom and notes will be made on 

each child and how they are progressing. There will also be a sheet to tick each 

time a child has read. This will ensure that all children are being listened to and 

that there are no gaps in class. 

 

Benchmarking for children still on the Collins Big Cat Scheme will take place 

twice a year, once in September and once before Easter, until they complete 

the scheme. For all other children, it is the teacher’s own decision, however, it 

is encouraged that all children are still assessed regularly. This will ensure they 

do not fall behind, that they are on the correct stage in the Collins Big Cat 

reading scheme to ensure that their needs are being met and books are not 

too hard or too easy. 

 



Reading Comprehension Lessons 

Once children are finished with the phonics scheme, year groups will teach 

daily, 30-minute comprehension lessons. In year 2, depending on the cohort, 

this may be built up to throughout Autumn and Spring. These lessons will 

follow a consistent structure so all children know what is expected and the 

skills they are learning. Lessons will mostly be taught around a book, working 

on a chapter a week, however, teachers must ensure that non-fiction is taught 

for a week every half term. The week will be structured as follows: 

 

Monday 

 

• 3-4 minute ‘Find it’ task – 6 words taken from 2 pages in chapter. 

Challenge task also given for those who finish quickly. This could be 

finding synonyms, antonyms, descriptive words etc.  

 

• Children to read through the chapter highlighting any words or phrases 

they don’t understand. 

 

• As a class, words are shared and definitions discussed together so all 

children understand them. 

 

• Finally, the chapter is discussed along with its themes. Teacher will 

ensure that all children fully understand what is happening in the 

chapter and children will be given the chance to ask questions and 

discuss their thoughts about characters’ feelings and actions. 

 

Tuesday 

 

• 3-4 minute ‘Find it’ task – 6 words taken from 2 pages in chapter. 

Challenge task also given for those who finish quickly. This could be 

finding synonyms, antonyms, descriptive words etc.  

 

• Children given time to read more of the chapter if needed. 

 



• Teacher prepares some questions based on the chapter for children to 

discuss in pairs and then as a class. These should be linked to the types 

of questions or focus for the week. 

 

• Review of chapter’s events if time. 

 

Thursday 

 

• 3-4 minute ‘Find it’ task – 6 words taken from 2 pages in chapter. 

Challenge task also given for those who finish quickly. This could be 

finding synonyms, antonyms, descriptive words etc.  

 

• Differentiated questions created by the teacher based on assessment of 

children. These will aim to plug gaps in children’s learning and will focus 

on question stems which the children need help and support with.  

 

• Children will then work through the questions in pairs, or supported by 

teacher where necessary, using the reading comprehension steps to 

help them – Read, Highlight, Skim, Scan, Check and Answer. 

 

• As a class, they will mark and discuss answers at the end of the lesson to 

allow teacher to assess understanding and address misconceptions and 

mistakes. 

 

Friday 

 

• A further set of questions should be prepared for the children to work 

through alone as an assessment. These should be structured in a similar 

way to the ones from earlier in the week to allow children to apply their 

knowledge. 

 

• These will be completed in the children’s comprehension books in upper 

school. Marking is minimal, how many marks children got out of the 

amount on offer (i.e. 1/2) or dot is wrong.  

 



• Marking is kept minimal as time should be spent analysing what children 

got wrong to allow the following week’s questions to be tailored to their 

needs. Groups should be fluid as children’s needs and what they need to 

focus on changes. 

 

All example planning and English documents are in Primary Staff drive / 

Planning & Assessment 2017-18 / Planning templates – Example planning 

 

Please ask the English coordinator is you have any questions or queries about 

the reading process. 


