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Vision 
 

Here at Saltburn Primary School, we aim to improve children’s writing using 

the Pie Corbett writing structure. From Y1 right through to Y6, we follow the 

same 3 week structure, ensuring our children have consistency and fully 

understand the writing process. This structure allows them to use their own 

creativity to improve their writing and helps them to create effective and 

exciting pieces of work. 

 

Where possible, writing is linked to our topics to ensure we have cross-

curricular links and also to allow children to explore the topics further and have 

a deeper understanding. 

 

The teaching and learning of writing is driven by a collective recognition and 
shared responsibility to ensure children progress throughout their time with 
us, so that, by the time they leave in Y6, all pupils are able to: 
 
• Write with confidence and enjoyment. 
• Have an interest in words and their meanings; developing a growing 

vocabulary in spoken and written forms. 
• Understand a range of text types and genres. 
• Have the confidence to write in a variety of styles and forms appropriate 

to the situation. 
• Develop their powers of imagination, inventiveness and critical 

awareness. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The writing process 

 

Week 1 – Text analysis, drama and planning 

 

In the first week, the children will study the text, which the teacher has 

prepared, learn it off by heart using actions and, finally, the children will work 

on drama around the text to further and deepen their own understanding. The 

first week will include: 

 

Text analysis and success criteria, VCOP – 1 day 

Whole class to discuss the features of the text and build success criteria 

together from the features they find, the year group’s sentences and children’s 

targets. 

 

Text Learning and drama - 3 days 

For the first 15 minutes of each of the 3 lessons, children will learn the text 

with a teacher, putting actions to the words. An action is not needed for every 

word, just every so often to aid memory. Teachers will use the Pie Corbett 

actions for key connectives to ensure this is consistent across school. For 

drama, teachers will use a range of techniques including hot seating, 

conscience alley and others to help the children further understand the text 

and the characters. In KS1, teachers can also prepare a story map for children 

to aid memory. These must be prepared by the teacher and not the children. 

The ‘Talk 4 Writing’ model may not fit to every non-fiction text and teachers 

are asked to use their judgement when planning for this section of the writing 

process. Also, an interesting hook or curiosity at the beginning of the unit is 

encouraged to engage children and spark their interest. 

 

Planning 

Children will be expected to plan their text within one lesson. The Saltburn 

planning frame is to be used; there is one for fiction, one for non-fiction and 

one for poetry. Children will then briefly plan what is going to be included in 

their text. This will then allow them to concentrate on description and the use 

of a range of sentence types when writing. Children can instead use a story 

map to plan their writing if this is more useful and beneficial to them. 



Week 2 – Writing 

 

Children will be expected to write every day in week 2. In each year group, 

there will be different expectations of how much children write. For each piece 

of writing, year group expectations are as follows: 

 

Year 1 – 1 paragraph, 2 short paragraphs after Easter and 3 (beginning, middle 

and end) short paragraphs by the summer term. 

Year 2 - 3 extended paragraphs. 

Year 3 & 4 - 4 extended paragraphs. 

Year 5 & 6 - 5 extended paragraphs. 

 

Extended writing will be marked as follows in each year group: 

 

Y1 - Once per piece of writing  

Y2 - Twice per piece of writing 

Y3-4 - 3 times per piece of writing 

Y5-6 - After each day’s writing 

 

Also, the teacher will pick out a number of spellings which will be copied once 

in Y1, twice in Y2 and three times for every other year group. These need to be 

checked and highlighted yellow again if incorrect. The child must complete 

them until they are done correctly. 

 

Not every piece of writing needs to be an extended piece of writing. Character 

descriptions can be completed along with focuses on specific paragraphs based 

on the children’s needs. However, there must be at least an extended assessed 

piece of fiction and an extended assessed piece of non-fiction every term. 

 

At the end of the writing, the teacher will show which targets the children have 

hit using on target and target met stickers. These must be specific i.e. an as 

sentence, fantastic descriptive language, and not be general comments such as 

I really like your writing, this is a very good piece of work. During the writing 

process, teachers will also tick with a purple pen what the child has done well 

in relation to the success criteria.  



 

The unit will be completed with an assessed piece of writing. This will be an 

assessed piece of writing based on the previous unit completed. Children are 

to briefly plan the outline of their text and then complete a piece of writing 

completely unaided. This will then inform the teachers’ assessment. These 

pieces will be completed in the children’s writing assessment books. The plan 

will be stuck in first, then the child will write their text and finally, the teachers 

highlighted assessment grid will be stuck in after it to show what the child has 

completed from the year group expectations. 

 

A useful website is: www.talk4writing.co.uk as it has many different resources 

and videos showing how to implement Talk for Writing in your classroom. 

http://www.talk4writing.co.uk/

