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12th November 2018 
 

Dear Parent/Carer 
 

Year 11 GCSE TRIAL EXAMS:  December 2018 
 
I am writing to inform you that all students in Year 11 will be completing trial GCSE exams across 
all subjects in December 2018. The exams will begin on Monday 10th December and run until 
Thursday 20th December. Please see a copy of the timetable which is attached to this letter. You 
can also find this published on the school website. 
 
Purpose of Y11 Trial Exams 
The trial exam period is a ‘trial’ opportunity to experience the full examination process. It is a 
dress rehearsal for the full performance in the summer. Students will be in a formal exam 
situation, sitting a lot of exams in a short amount of time feeling the highs, lows, tensions and 
reliefs that the process brings. We aim to get as close as practically possible to the real event, 
going so far as to hold a ‘Trial Exam results day’ whereby students will gather in the hall and collect 
their envelopes of results experiencing the anticipation that they will feel on the final results day. 
 
However, it is not just about feelings; it is all about helping make sure students are on the path 
to success. This process helps to motivate students to start their revision early, research suggests 
that around 75% of students nationally describe themselves as ‘procrastinators’ with 50% feeling 
it hampers their progress. Further research suggests that starting revision early, in small chunks, 
has the biggest impact on examination achievement! The Trial exams bring an opportunity to 
focus attention and effort earlier. 
 
Some of the most often used revision strategies are not hugely effective. For example making 
flash cards is not effective unless then followed by using them to test yourself. Making the cards 
has very little impact. Cramming is not effective; spacing out revision to see what sticks is 
effective. The trial exams not only give the opportunity to try effective revision techniques, they 
also highlight the key areas of knowledge a student may need to focus on as well as the 
examination skills that require attention. 
 
The trial exams are not intended to be threatening or a judgement of ability. Students should see 
them as a useful way of improving their knowledge and memory as well as directing their future 
efforts. 
 
An exam situation for some is associated with pressure, leading to nerves and sometimes sloppy 
mistakes whereas for others they may rise to the occasion of exams. The Trial exams allow 
students to familiarise themselves with the process and know what to expect, this helps them 
work out and practise what works best for them.



 
We believe that trial exams are highly beneficial for students, helping them to start early, revise 
effectively, feel calm and be highly successful. 
 
Trial GCSE Grades 
Following the trial exams students will be issued with a trial GCSE (or other course) grade. This 
grade is not solely based on the exam. The Trial GCSE grade will take into account a students’ 
proficiency in all aspect of their course. As such, it is a holistic judgement of a students’ position 
at the current time. 
 
Expectations for the Exams 

 In order for smooth running and a prompt start, students should arrive promptly at the time stated 

on their timetables. 

 Bags/coats must be left in student lockers. 

 Mobile phones, smart watches or other electronic communication devices must not be brought 

into the exam room.  

 Once students enter the exam room, they are in exam conditions which means no communication. 

 Students must be fully equipped for each exam and all equipment must either be loose or in a 

clear pencil case/clear plastic bag. 

 Students may bring water into the exam room, only in an unlabelled bottle. 

 Students stay in the exam room for the full duration of the exam. During this time they must 

remain silent, including as they are released from the room.  

 
GCSE Public Examinations:  Monday 13th May – Wednesday 19th June 2019 

 
The public GCSE Examination season will commence on Monday 13th May 2019, and will conclude 
on Wednesday 19th June 2019. 
 
Please note that in the event of national disruption, any examinations scheduled during the 
period between Monday 13th May and Wednesday 19th June may be re-scheduled by the 
examination boards for Wednesday 26th June. It is therefore vital that parents do not book family 
holidays until Thursday 27th June 2019. 
 

 Results will be released to Year 11 students on Thursday 22nd August 2019. 

 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
Mr Frazer 
Assistant Head Teacher 
 


