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Year 9 Options 2019 

  The Key Stage 4 Curriculum at Huntcliff School 

All learners have to take the core subjects required nationally. These are English Language and Literature, 

Maths, Science, PE and RPE. Learners also have personal, social, health, citizenship education (PSHCE) and 

careers and work related learning (CWRL) delivered throughout the year in themed days and activities.  

Which option subjects? 

Learners have been organised into 3 pathways to support their option choices. Our pathways are named 

after the famous ships in which Captain James Cook sailed away from the North Yorkshire coast at the 

beginning of his expeditions to make great discoveries and change the world. Our aspiration for our Key 

Stage 4 learners is that their Key Stage 4 curriculum gives them tools and opportunities to do the same. The 

pathways are based on prior attainment, academic achievement and potential career direction. However, 

we recognise that learners’ ability in some subjects is not related to academic achievement or prior 

performance and believe we have created a pathway system that encourages both academic achievement 

and creativity for our learners. Learners will be mentored following their option selection to ensure that 

they are embarking on a Key Stage 4 curriculum that will allow them to be both challenged and successful. 

Endeavour is the pathway suitable for learners who typically have achieved highly at Key Stage 2 and have 

continued to do so at Key Stage 3. These learners will be encouraged to select a range of academic subjects 

that would support academic A Levels and their future application to Oxbridge or Russell Group universities. 

They will be encouraged to take both Spanish and a Humanities subject as part of their option choice. Rather 

than offering triple science in an option block this year, triple science will be delivered during core subject 

time in order to provide an additional option choice for learners in this pathway.  However, this pathway 

also allows learners to explore creative and specialist subjects to allow them to progress to alternative Level 

3 and university study if this is where their interests and skills lie. 

Resolution is the pathway that will best meet the needs of middle ability learners. They will be strongly 

encouraged to select both a Humanities subject and Spanish. Learners in this pathway will access triple 

science as part of their core curriculum. They will also be able to select from a mixture of traditional 

academic and vocational qualifications and are likely to progress, post 16, to a range of predominantly Level 

3 courses, including A Levels and vocational qualifications.  

Discovery is the pathway for learners who would find a full suite of traditional academic GCSE subjects 

challenging. They will be offered a range of vocational subjects together with a reduced number of 

traditional academic GCSEs. Learners on this pathway are likely to progress to vocational level 1 or 2 courses 

post 16. 

Please see the suite of subjects for each pathway on the following pages, which have been written by each 

Subject Leader (SL).  All subjects listed are GCSE unless otherwise stated. 

Mr C Rees 
Assistant Headteacher - Curriculum 
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Learners in Year 9 will be the third year group to sit the new style GCSEs in all subjects (that 

accredit with GCSE), leading to a grade between 1 and 9, replacing A* - G, where 9 is the 

highest grade.  

Please be aware that due to government changes to secondary education some of the 

qualifications offered in this booklet are still being finalised for accreditation and may be 

subject to change before September, when the courses begin. Please refer to individual 

subject information for more guidance regarding this.  
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Course Content 

Language 
Learners apply and develop skills across units including: 

 Learning to read texts actively and critically. 

 Employing close reading skills to retrieve information. 

 Making inferences and giving informed comments on language in use. 

 Producing creative and non-fiction texts that are fit for purpose and audience. 
Literature 

 Literature today: contemporary and modern texts, including poetry from a variety of cultures. 

 Literary Heritage: timeless and significant texts. 

 Responding critically to language and themes. 

 Considering context, structure, form and genre in close textual analysis. 
 

Assessment  

Four exams at the end of the two year course (two each for both Language and Literature) with specific 
texts/skills tested on each exam. 

 

Progression options at Post 16 and potential careers 

Learners can study English further at A level, then at university where there are a wide range of courses related 
to English. English gives the skills for a number of careers such as journalism, law, publishing, marketing, 
administration or even teaching. 

 

Additional Information  

The courses are designed to engage and motivate all learners, with a variety of text types to suit needs. Studying 
English allows learners to develop empathy, an understanding of cultural differences, and an ability to look more 
critically at the world they live in. 

Core Subject: English (SL: Mrs Dobbins) 

Accreditation:  
GCSE English Language and GCSE English Literature (AQA) 

 
 
 
 

All learners follow a course in English Language and a course in 
English Literature, giving them the potential to gain 2 GCSEs. 
Although the subjects are assessed separately, there is a 
mutually enhancing overlap in terms of content and skills. 

Aims:  
Language 

 To demonstrate their ability when using English language in 
different contexts by using investigative and analytical 
approaches. 

 To engage learners with elements such as creative writing 
and reading and writing non-fiction. 

Literature 

 To extend learners’ interest and enthusiasm for literature as 
they develop an understanding of the ways in which 
literature is influential. 

 To explore texts from a variety of historical and cultural 
periods from a personal and critical perspective. 
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Core Subject: Mathematics (SL: Mr Bezuidenhout) 

 
Accreditation: 
GCSE Mathematics (Edexcel) 

 
                                 
 
 
 
 

Aims:  

 Develop fluent knowledge, skills and 
understanding of mathematical methods and 
concepts. 

 Acquire, select and apply mathematical 
techniques to solve problems. 

 Reason mathematically, make deductions and 
inferences and draw conclusions. 

 Comprehend, interpret and communicate 
mathematical information in a variety of forms 
appropriate to the information and context.  

Course Content 

Learners will study the following key areas throughout the course: number, algebra, ratio, proportion 
and rates of change, geometry and measures, probability and statistics.  
Within each area, learners will be given opportunities to apply their mathematical knowledge and 
skills to functional questions and real-life scenarios. 

Assessment  

One non-calculator and two calculator exams at the end of the course. Each exam is 1 hour 30 
minutes. There is no coursework or controlled assessment for GCSE Mathematics. 

Progression options at Post 16 and potential careers 

Most colleges and employers require a GCSE in mathematics so achieving this qualification will mean 
that learners have many more options available to them upon leaving school. 
After GCSEs, learners can study mathematics at A level, then at university where there are a wide 
range of courses related to mathematics. Maths gives the skills for a number of careers such as 
accountancy, engineering, astronomy or even teaching. 

Additional Information  

Revision materials are available for learners to purchase in school to help them prepare for exams. 
These include revision guides, exam practice workbooks and packs of practice exam papers. Learners 
will also have access to the MyMaths and MathsWatch websites to support their studies. Learners 
should have their own scientific calculator, Casio fx-85GT Plus, and they need to bring this to every 
lesson. A dedicated webpage for Huntcliff maths students can be found at 
huntcliffmaths.wordpress.com 
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Core Subject: Science - Triple Award (SL: Mrs Davies) 
 

Accreditation:  
3 GCSEs in Science: 
GCSE Biology, GCSE Chemistry, GCSE Physics  
(AQA) 

 
 
 

 

Aims:  
To greater prepare learners for possible 
progression to post 16 science providing a 
deeper understanding of science. 
 
This is achieved by: 

- The use of conceptual models and 
theories to make sense of the observed 
diversity of natural phenomena. 

- Understanding that science progresses 
through a cycle of hypothesis, practical 
experimentation, observation, theory 
development and review. 

 

Course Content 

Biology topics include: Cell Biology, Infection and Response, Homeostasis and Ecology. 
 
Chemistry topics include: Atomic Structure, Chemical Analysis, Energy Changes and Rates of 
Reaction. 
 
Physics topics include: Forces, Energy, Electricity and Space. 

 

Assessment  

Each GCSE is 100% exam. For each qualification there are 2 x 1 hour 45 minute papers.  
There are at least 8 required practical lessons for each GCSE which are assessed in the exam. 

 

Progression options at Post 16 and potential careers 

These GCSEs provide the best preparation for those learners considering studying science post 16 
and beyond. A Levels in science subjects are considered true facilitating subjects for entry to 
university and demonstrate a real ability to be analytical and evaluate complex interdependent 
subject matter. As such, these are the stepping-stones into many classic professions such as 
medicine, veterinary science, engineering, pharmacology and pure research sciences. Broader than 
this, their nature lends itself to avenues of finance and emerging technologies.  
 

 

Additional Information  

Revision materials will be available to purchase through school.  
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Course Content 

Biology topics include: Cell Biology, Infection and Response, Homeostasis and Ecology. 
 
Chemistry topics include: Atomic Structure, Chemical Analysis, Energy Changes and Rates of 
Reaction. 
 
Physics topics include: Forces, Energy, Electricity and Waves. 

 

Assessment  

There are 6 x 1 hour 15 minute exam papers. Two of the exams are biology based, two are chemistry 
based and two are physics based. 
There are at least 16 required practicals for this course which will be assessed in the exams. 

 

Progression options at Post 16 and potential careers 

These GCSEs provide access to AS and A Level. In addition, it is also relevant to a raft of post 16 
vocational qualifications. Science is an essential part of most jobs and the ability to understand 
research, analysis, health and safety and scientific principles will give any learner a solid bedrock 
for their next steps whether it be engineering, nutrition, health and social care or classic scientific 
subjects such as forensic science and midwifery. The north-east has a rich heritage in science based 
technologies and industries so post 16 study in this area is a gateway to great employment 
prospects. 

 

Additional Information  

Revision materials will be available to purchase through school. 
Please note that most learners will sit Triple Science – the department will discuss this option with 
learners if appropriate. 

 

 

 

Core Subject: Science - Double Award (SL: Mrs Davies) 
Available to some students on Resolution Pathway 

Accreditation: 
2 GCSEs in Science (AQA) 
 

 
 

Aims:  
To explore the awe and wonder of science 
especially through purposeful practical 
activities. This course covers the 3 disciplines 
of science: biology, chemistry and physics. 
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Art (SL: Mrs Reay) 
 

Accreditation: 
GCSE Art and Design (AQA) 

 

Aims:  

 To learn a wide range of art and design skills 
and techniques. 

 To help learners become confident and 
creative artists who are happy to try their 
hand at anything asked of them. 

 To challenge learners’ own expectations in 
producing artwork to be proud of. 

 

Course Content 

Coursework: 60% of overall mark:  
Learners are required to complete at least two large projects, working with colour, line and texture; 
both 2 and 3 dimensions and different materials including paint, wire, clay, silk painting, batik, card, 
and ink. These projects will be finished by the Christmas holidays of learners’ second year.  
Externally Set Task: 40% of overall mark: 
In the January of the final year, learners will receive a copy of the externally set task. Learners will 
then have unlimited preparation time to prepare for the test. This is followed by 10 hours of 
sustained, focused study in class where learners will produce their final piece. 

 

Assessment  

All work is assessed by the learners’ teachers whose marking is verified by an external examiner.  
 

 

Progression options at Post 16 and potential careers 

Some learners who have studied art have gone on to study a variety of A Levels including Fine Art, 
Textiles, Photography, Graphic Design and 3D Design, whilst others have gone on to study BTEC 
National Diploma Level 3 in a wide variety of art related courses. These have included Art and 
Design, 3D Design (Interior, Architectural and Product), Design Crafts, Fashion and Clothing, Fine 
Art, Graphic Design, Interactive Media, Photography and Textiles. Employment opportunities 
include graphic design, ceramics, fashion design, visual merchandising, garden design, prop-making, 
animation, textile design, photography, architecture, theatre set design, interior design, medical 
illustration and much more. 

 

Additional Information 

Learners who want to pursue a career in an art and design related field post 16 have the option of 
attending Cleveland College of Art and Design based in Middlesbrough.  
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Drama (SL: Performing Arts: Mrs Peacock) 
 

 

Accreditation:  GCSE Drama (OCR)  

Aims:  
This exciting new specification for GCSE (9–1) Drama 
gives learners the opportunity to explore the subject 
from a range of perspectives: by devising their own 
original work; by bringing to life the work of a 
playwright; as theatre reviewers, developing their 
own thoughts on what makes drama and theatre 
successful; and as creative artists building and 
bringing a character to life through exploration and 
rehearsal. 

 

Course Content 

There are four key assessment objectives for the qualification that assess candidates at different points of 
the creative process: 

 when creating and rehearsing 

 when reflecting on how meaning has been communicated on stage 

 when demonstrating their theatrical skill in performance 

 when evaluating their own work or the work of others. 
 

AO1: Create and develop ideas to communicate meaning for theatrical performance  
AO2: Apply theatrical skills to realise artistic intentions in live performance  
AO3: Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of how drama and theatre is developed and 
performed  

 
 
 

 (30%) 
AO4: Analyse and evaluate their own work and the work of others  
 

 (20%) 

 

 

Additional Information  

Learners are required to attend many after school rehearsals when preparing for and filming exams.  

 

Progression options at Post 16 and potential careers 

Drama and Theatre Studies AS/A Level, Performing Arts BTEC, Media AS/A Level, English AS/A Level, Film 
Studies AS/A Level. 

 

Assessment  

The qualification is made up of three components.  
There are two non-exam assessments (60% of the overall qualification) and one exam assessment (40% 
of the overall qualification).  
Theory and practical work will be integrated throughout the course and all texts studied should be 
explored practically. 
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Additional Information  

Learners must be able to play a musical instrument/sing confidently to study this course.   

 

 

Accreditation:  GCSE Music (AQA) 
 

 

Aims:  

 Develop performing skills individually and in 
groups to communicate musically with 
fluency and control of the resources used. 

 Develop composing skills to organise 
musical ideas and make use of appropriate 
resources. 

 Broaden musical experience and interests, 
develop imagination and foster creativity, 
engage with and appreciate the diverse 
heritage of music in order to promote 
personal, social, intellectual and cultural 
development. 

Music (SL: Performing Arts: Mrs Peacock) 

Course Content 

The course is made up of three components: 

1. Understanding music – 40% 

2. Performing music – 30% 

3. Composing music – 30% 

Assessment  

1. Understanding Music – this is a 90 minute exam 
2. Performing music – learners must do two performances – a solo and an ensemble.  A minimum 

of four minutes of performance in total is required, of which a minimum of one minute must 
be the ensemble performance. 

3. Composing music – learners must compose two pieces of music – one to a brief and one a free 
composition.  A minimum of three minutes in total is required. 

Progression options at Post 16 and potential careers 

Music A L evel, Music Technology BTEC, musician, classroom teacher, recording artist, music 
therapy, music co-ordinator, instrumental teacher, producer, manager, music librarian, composer, 
sound engineer, conductor. 
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Geography (SL: Humanities: Miss Mohon) 
 

Accreditation: 
GCSE  Geography A (AQA) 

 
 

 Aims:  

 To explore and appreciate the landscapes and cultures in 
our world and gain a better global understanding and 
respect for society’s values and attitudes. 

 To learn skills that students can use when they leave 
school so that by combining those skills and their 
improved global understanding, they will find 
themselves more employable.  

 To gain knowledge of the way that people interact with 
the earth and the impact it can have.  

 

 

Additional Information 

Learners will have the opportunity to travel. We hope to visit either an international (past visits include Barcelona, 
Morocco, Iceland and Switzerland) or a UK based venue such as the Lake District. 

 

Course Content 

The course is divided into 3 parts: 
Paper 1 (Living with the Physical Environment) – sub-divided into 3 sections: The Challenge of Natural Hazards, 
Physical Landscapes in the UK and The Living World. Learners will study these topics at the end of Year 9 and in 
Year 10. Students will learn about the natural processes that happen across the world and will be able to study 
very recent events such as volcanic eruptions and earthquakes. Learners investigate how the land is made up 
and the interactions between people and the earth.  
Paper 2 (Challenges in the Human Environment) – sub-divided into 3 sections: Urban Issues and Challenges, The 
Changing Economic World and The Challenge of Resource Management. Learners will study these topics in Year 
11. Within these topics, learners focus on humans around the world, looking at the impact they can have. They 
also study urban trends and investigate problems that we experience today such as increasing urbanisation, and 
identify potential solutions to these global issues. Learners develop their problem-solving skills by looking at the 
issues of resource management around the world.  
Paper 3 (Geographical Applications) – sub-divided into two sections: Issue Evaluation and Fieldwork. There will 
be two fieldwork visits completed in Key Stage 4 Geography as this provides critical research and data handling 
skills. The Issue Evaluation section adds a critical thinking and problem-solving element to the assessment 
structure. It will focus on decision-making exercises using source materials and applying the knowledge and 
understanding they have gained throughout the course.   

Assessment 

Paper 1 – Exam in May/June at the end of Year 11 (35%) 
Paper 2 – Exam in May/June at the end of Year 11 (35%) 
Paper 3 – Exam in May/June at the end of Year 11 (30%) 

 

Progression options at Post 16 and potential careers 

There are a number of careers including: working in renewable technologies, environmental scientist, logistics 
manager, researcher, digital cartographer, marine biologist and many more. Studying Geography at GCSE opens 
the door to a wide variety of jobs by providing learners with a wide skill set transferrable to many careers. 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjMmZ-e9tzYAhWMLsAKHUAIAtYQjRwIBw&url=http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b009vs65&psig=AOvVaw2aGBoUtwMtfgkyOrTn6L-6&ust=1516207208578461
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History (SL: Humanities: Miss Mohon) 

 
Accreditation: GCSE History (AQA) .. 

Aims:  

 Deepen understanding of people, periods and 
events in order to provide an historical context 
that helps to make sense of the national and 
international context of the modern world. 

 Develop higher order thinking skills so one can 
think critically, weigh evidence, sift arguments and 
make informed decisions. 

 Enable learners to achieve their potential in an 
academic subject valued by colleges and 
employers. 

 

Course Content 

This course covers well over a 1,000 years including topics on the Medieval, Early Modern and Modern 
periods. It includes the following: 
Paper 1. Understanding the Modern World. This is broken down into 2 sections: 

 Section A:  Period Study - America, 1920 – 1973: Opportunity and Inequality  

 Section B: Wider World Depth Study - Conflict and Tension, 1894 - 1918 (Causes of WW1 & the 
Course of the War) 

 
Paper 2. Shaping the Nation. This is broken down into 2 sections: 

 Section A:  Thematic Study – Britain: Health and the People 

 Section B:  British Depth Studies including the historic environment – Norman England, 1066 – c1100. 
 

The new specification for GCSE History affords learners a unique opportunity to think, question and examine 
the past through historical investigation. The topics covered are incredibly varied and range from British to 
World History, from in depth study of relatively short time periods to a much longer thematic study. There is 
an excellent balance of social, economic and political topics. Skills such as investigation, detection of bias, 
making inferences, developing a balanced argument and evaluating interpretations are transferable skills 
that are relevant within a range of subjects (e.g. English Language) and careers. Skills are acquired through 
the study of historical sources including documentaries, artefacts, websites, films and textbooks. 

 

Assessment 

Paper 1 – Exam at the end of Year 11 (50% of GCSE) – 1 hour 45 minutes 
Paper 2 – Exam at the end of Year 11 (50% of GCSE) – 1 hour 45 minutes 

 

Progression options at Post 16 and potential careers 

Skills developed during the GCSE course are relevant in all aspects of life. Choosing history can open the door 
to a number of disciplines, not just teaching or museum work, because history provides a broad basis for 
future experiences. History is a ‘facilitating subject’, which means it supports a wide range of progression 
choices with many colleges and employers actively welcoming those who have studied history. History 
provides an excellent basis for a wide variety of post 16 courses, not necessarily historically based, e.g. the 
armed forces, finance, law or medicine. 

 

Additional Information 

The changes to the GCSE specification mean that the course is very different to that which learners have 
studied in the past. In fact, GCSE has been transformed to include even more engaging topics and with 
transferable skills which have value for learners whether or not they continue with the subject Post-16.  
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 Engineering (SL: Technology: Mrs Henderson) 

 

Accreditation: BTEC Engineering (Pearson)  

Aims: 

To give learners the opportunity to gain a broad 

understanding and knowledge of the engineering 

sector. 

 

Course Content 

Pearson BTec Level 1 / Level 2 Technical Award in Engineering 

Assessment 

 

Method - Guided Learning Hours (GLH) 

1. Exploring Engineering Sectors and Design Applications - Internal (36) 
2. Investigating an Engineering Product – Internal (36) 
3. Responding to an Engineering Brief – External (48) 

 

Assessment 

The Pearson BTEC Level 1/Level 2 First Award in Engineering is taught over 120 guided learning 

hours (GLH).  

Learners must complete the three core units to reach 120 GLH. 

 

This BTEC First Award has two units that students’ centre assesses (internal) and a unit that Pearson 

sets and marks (external). 

 

Progression options at Post 16 and potential careers 

The Pearson BTec Level 1 / Level 2 Technical Award in Engineering provides a good foundation for 

learners in Post 16 education, or to entry-level job roles within the sector. Achievement at Level 2 

provides a suitable foundation for further study within the sector through progression onto other 

vocational qualifications at level 3, such as the Pearson BTEC Level 3 Nationals in Engineering or 

Electrical/Electronic Engineering. Successful learners at level 2 may also consider general 

qualifications at Level 3 such as GCE AS or A Levels in Engineering. 
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Course Content 

Coursework: 60% of overall mark: 
Students are required to complete a minimum of two large projects, demonstrating their practical skills and 
experience in a similar way to those developing promotional materials in industry. They will be expected to 
research and make a range of products, prototypes and samples, applying technical and practical expertise to 
ensure that the product is fit for purpose. Learners will have the opportunity to use both traditional skills and 
modern technologies, including both hand rendering and digital media. They will also have the opportunity to 
develop decision-making skills through both independent learning and team working and will expand their 
understanding of the visual communication sectors and possible careers. Both coursework projects will be 
completed by the end of the autumn term of Year 11 (before the Christmas holidays). 
 
Externally Set Task: 40% of overall mark: 
In the spring term of their final year (January) learners will receive a copy of the externally set task. They will then 
have unlimited preparation time over approximately 10 weeks to prepare for the test. This is followed by 10 
hours of sustained, focused study in class where learners will produce their final piece. 

 

Assessment 

All work is assessed and moderated by learners’ teachers, whose marking is then verified by an external 
examiner. 

 

Progression options at Post 16 and potential careers 

Upon completion, learners can progress to Level 3 vocational qualifications such as BTEC Extended L3 Diploma 
in Graphic Design, BTEC Extended L3 Diploma in Interactive Design or BTEC Extended L3 Diploma in Interior, 
Architecture and Product Design at CCAD. Alternatively, they could progress to A Level Design and Technology, 
Product Design or A Level Graphic Communication. Both routes would enable learners to progress onto a range 
of university courses. 

 

Additional Information 

Learners will have access to materials and components provided by the school, but may want to buy their own 
materials. Please note that this course cannot be taken alongside art. 

GCSE Art and Design: Graphic Communication (SL: Design and Technology: Mrs Henderson) 

Accreditation:  GCSE Graphic Communication (AQA  

Aims:  
This qualification is designed for those who want to study Graphic 
Communication in a practical way. It helps learners develop the 
knowledge, skills and experience that could open the door to a 
career in the industry if they so wished. It involves using 
typography, drawing, graphic design, illustration, colour and 
electronic resources in order to communicate visually with an 
audience and to convey ideas. 
Learners will: 
Learn about and build up a range of Graphic communication 
techniques, methods and approaches 
Explore ideas and responses that are fit for an intended purpose. 
Build up their confidence and challenge themselves to experiment 
and try out new ways of working 
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Accreditation: Level 1/2 Vocational award    

Aims:   
The course has been designed with the aim of enabling students 
to gain a good foundation of knowledge, understanding and skills 
that are required by the hospitality and catering industry, which 
is a major employer of people in the UK and other countries.  You 
will have the opportunity to develop a variety of skills, including 
food preparation and cooking skills, organisation and time 
management, planning, communication and problem solving.  

  

Course Content  

These vocational qualifications fulfil entry requirements for academic and vocational study post 16, and 
count as equivalent to one GCSE.    
  
The course is made up of two units:  
Unit 1: The Hospitality and Catering Industry   

 All the different parts of the Hospitality and Catering industry  
 Different types of hospitality and catering establishments and job roles  
 Different types of hospitality and catering provision for particular situations  
 Front of house and kitchen operations  
 The needs and requirements of customers  
 What makes hospitality and catering business successful  
 Issues related to nutrition and food safety  

Unit 2 Hospitality and Catering in Action  
 Plan, prepare, cook and serve a variety of nutritional dishes, in a safe and hygienic manner that are 
suitable for different situations and customer needs and requirements.  

To pass the course, you must complete the assessments for both units.  
  

Assessment  

There is one resit opportunity for each unit.  

 
  

Progression options at Post 16 and potential careers 

Learners who achieve this qualification could progress onto further Level 3 qualifications and A Levels, 
such as: Advanced GCE in Design and Technology, Food Technology, Advanced GCE in Home Economics 
(Food, Nutrition and Health), Diploma in Advanced Professional Cookery (Preparation and 
Cooking), Certificate in Hospitality and Catering Principles, Professional Cookery Studies. It may also be useful 
to those studying qualifications in the following sectors: catering, hospitality, food technology.  

  

Additional Information  

Learners need to provide ingredients for practical sessions which take place most weeks. If this is a concern, 
please contact the school, as we may be able to support this if your child is eligible for Pupil Premium.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Eduqas/WJEC Level 1/2 Hospitality and Catering  (SL: Technology: Mrs Henderson) 
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Cambridge Nationals – Creative iMedia Level 1/2 Award/Certificate (Computing: Mr Greaves) 

 

Accreditation:  Cambridge Nationals – Creative iMedia Level 1/2 

Award/Certificate 

 

Aims:  

 Enable learners to develop knowledge and understanding in 
specialist areas of media production and digital animation. 

 Develop skills in creating ICT products using a range of 
software 

 Develop learners’ knowledge and understanding of the ICT 
media and digital animation sector. 

 Develop learners’ ability to work autonomously and effectively 
in media and digital animation sectors. 

 Encourage progression by assisting in the development of 
skills, knowledge and understanding that learners will need to 
access further/higher education or work based programmes. 

 

Course Content 

Cambridge Nationals in Creative iMedia are media sector focused (including film, television, web development, gaming and 

animation) and have IT at their heart. They provide knowledge in a number of key areas in this field from pre-production skills 

to digital animation and have a motivating, hands-on approach to both teaching and learning. Cambridge Nationals deliver 

skills across the whole range of learning styles and abilities, effectively engaging and inspiring all learners to achieve great 

things. 

The two mandatory units are developed in close consultation with employers and educators: 

Unit R081 – Pre Production Skills: This unit will enable learners to understand pre-production skills used in the creative and 

digital media sector. It will develop their understanding of the client brief, time frames, deadlines and preparation techniques 

that form part of the planning and creation process. 

Unit R082 – Creating Digital Graphics: This unit builds on unit R081 and learners will be able to apply the skills, knowledge and 

understanding gained in that unit and vice versa. The aim of this unit is for learners to understand the basics of digital graphics 

editing for the creative and digital media sector. They will learn where and why digital graphics are used and what techniques 

are involved in their creation. This unit will also develop learners’ understanding of the client brief, time frames, deadlines 

and preparation techniques as part of the planning and creation process. 

There are two more units which are completed alongside the mandatory units. These units are in the form of coursework. 

 

Assessment 

Unit R081 – Pre-Production Skills - written paper (OCR set and marked), learners answer all questions (1hr 15 minutes) 

Unit R082 – Creating Digital Graphics - centre assessed tasks (OCR moderated) (Approximately 10 hours) 

Unit TBC – in class assessment 

Unit TBC – in class assessment  

 

Progression options at Post 16 and potential careers 

Successful completion of the course will enable learners to progress to a higher level or onto other Level 3 courses. Learners 

will be able to apply their knowledge, skills and understanding to authentic, real-life contexts. They will develop transferable 

skills that support transition into the creative industries including computer animation, web development, computer 

graphics, and mobile games and app development as well as developing confidence in using technology and an 

understanding of key computing theories. 
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Computer Science (Computing : Mr Greaves) 

 

Accreditation: GCSE Computer Science (OCR)  

Aims 

This course is suitable for anyone interested in how computers 

work alongside developing students’ problem-solving skills. 

Learners must be good at, or enjoy, maths and analysing 

problems. 

 Develop understanding of current and emerging 
technologies and how they work. 

 Look at the use of algorithms in computer programmes. 

 Develop computer programmes to solve problems. 

 Evaluate the effectiveness of computer 
programmes/solutions and the impact of computer 
technology in society. 

 

Course Content 

This course is split into 3 units:  

The first unit is an exam focused on computer systems covering the physical elements of computer science and 

the associated theory.  

The second unit is based on computational thinking, algorithms, and programming. It is focused on the core theory 

of computer science and the application of computer science principles. 

The third unit requires learners to create suitable algorithms to solve problems issued by the exam board. Learners 

must plan, develop and test and evaluate their solution. 

 

Assessment 

Computer Systems - 1 hour 30 minutes written exam (40%) 

 

Computation Thinking, Algorithms and Programming – 1 hour 30 minutes written exam (40%) 

 

Programming Project - 20 hour controlled assessment project (20%)* 

 

*Controlled assessment currently being reviewed by awarding body so subject to change  

 

Progression options at Post 16 and potential careers 

Successful completion of the course will enable learners to progress to AS and A Level Computer Science. 

 

Additional Information 

This course is of a higher academic demand and learners would ideally be targeted at least a grade 6 in maths. 
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Modern Foreign Languages (SL: Mrs Hicks) 
 

Accreditation: GCSE Spanish (Edexcel) 

Aims:  

 Develop ability to communicate confidently and coherently with native speakers in 
speech and writing, conveying what they want to say with increasing accuracy.  

 Express and develop thoughts and ideas spontaneously and fluently.  
 Listen to and understand articulated, standard speech at near normal speed. 

 Deepen knowledge about how language works and enrich vocabulary in order to increase 
independent use and understanding of extended language in a wide range of contexts. 

 Acquire new knowledge, skills and ways of thinking through the ability to understand and 
respond to a rich range of authentic spoken and written material, adapted and abridged, 
as appropriate, including literary texts. 

 Develop awareness and understanding of the culture and identity of the countries and 
communities where the language is spoken. 

 Be encouraged to make links to other areas of the curriculum to enable bilingual and deeper learning. 

 Develop language-learning skills for immediate use and to prepare for further language study. 

 Develop language strategies, including repair strategies.  
 

Course Content 

Consists of 4 externally examined papers based on the skills well-practised by learners in key stage 3: listening; 
speaking; reading and writing. Learners will access contexts relevant to their age and interests and will develop a better 
awareness of the culture of Spanish-speaking communities and countries. Contexts are organised into 5 themes: 
identity and culture; local area; holiday, travel; school; future aspirations, study and work; international and global 
dimension. This themed approach is delivered through recordings and texts in the target language and authentic 
material is used where possible. Grammar structures are developed as topics progress, and learners then discuss and 
write about themes. 

 

Assessment 

All assessments will be completed by final exam in May/June of the second year with each skill weighted equally:  

 25% - Listening: understand and respond to different types of spoken language in a range of public and social 
settings. 

 25% - Speaking: communicate and interact effectively for different purposes and in different settings. 

 25% - Reading: understanding of written language across a range of different types of texts, including 
advertisements, emails, letters, articles and literary texts. 

 25% - Writing: ability to communicate effectively for different purposes and audiences. Learners are required to 
produce extended responses of varying lengths and types to express ideas and opinions in the target language. 

 Foundation and higher tiers will continue to be available. 
Assessments are designed to allow for spontaneity and test grammar, as well as provide plenty of opportunities for 
learners to apply their knowledge independently, creatively, and in authentic situations. 

 

Progression options at Post 16 and potential careers 

This qualification offers progression to AS and A Level in the language and can facilitate and help promote the learning 
of other languages. This qualification may also add to an employability profile as there is an increasing demand within 
the workplace for candidates who can speak a foreign language. In order to compete in the global academic and 
employment markets, learners are therefore encouraged to include a modern foreign language in their option choices. 
That said, just the ability to communicate on holiday is reason enough to study another language at GCSE. 
Learners will be able to apply their knowledge, skills and understanding to authentic, real-life contexts. They will 
develop transferable skills that not only support higher education study and the transition to employment but also 
foster a greater understanding and appreciation of Spanish speaking countries and their cultures.   

 

Additional Information 

Languages can help learners to keep their options open when it comes to choosing a degree course, and many of the 
top universities will ask that learners have at least one A level in a facilitating subject like a language when they apply. 
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Accreditation: Pearson BTEC Level 1/Level 2 First Award in Sport (equivalent to 1 
GCSE) 

 

Aims: 
Designed primarily for young people who may wish to explore a vocational route 
throughout key stage 4, but it is also suitable for other learners who want a vocationally 
focused introduction to this area of study. The Pearson BTEC Level 1/Level 2 First Award 
in Sport has been designed to provide an engaging and stimulating introduction to the 
world of sport.  

 

Course Content 

 Learners must complete the 4 units.  

 This award has units that the school assesses (internal) and a unit that Pearson sets and marks (external).  

 The external assessment is worth 25% of the qualification and the unit is externally assessed using an onscreen 
test. The assessment must be taken by the learner under examination conditions and its duration is 1 hour. 

4 Units 
1. Fitness for Sport and Exercise (Externally assessed) – you will learn: 

Components of fitness and the principles of training 
Different fitness training methods 
Fitness testing to determine fitness levels 

2. Practical Performance in Sport (Internally assessed) – You will learn: 
Rules, regulations and scoring systems for selected sports 
To demonstrate skills, techniques and tactics in selected sports 
Review sports performance. 

3.  Applying the Principles of Personal Training (Internally assessed)- You will learn: 
How to design a personal fitness programme for yourself 

               The musculoskeletal system and cardiorespiratory system and the effects on the body  
               How to carry out and review how effective the fitness training programme was. 

4. Leading Sports Activities (Internally assessed) – You will learn: 
       Know the attributes associated with successful sports leadership 
       Undertake the planning and leading of sports activities 
       Review the planning and leading of sports activities. 

 

Assessment 

Evidence for assessment can be generated through a range of activities including: workplace assessment, role-play, 
practical performance, written assignments. Each unit will have many tasks and written assignments to cover the 
content of the unit. Each assignment will be graded as follows: Level 2 Pass, Level 2 Merit, Level 2 Distinction, Level 1 
and Unclassified. An overall grade will be given depending on grades achieved in each unit. Unit 1 is assessed through 
a one hour on-screen test under exam conditions. 

 

Progression options at Post 16 and potential careers 

Achievement at L2 provides a foundation for further study within the sector through progression on to other 
vocational qualifications, such as Pearson BTEC L3 qualifications in Sport or Sport & Exercise Sciences. The 
underpinning knowledge, practical and vocational skills learnt will support progression to a relevant competency-
based qualification, such as the Edexcel L3 NVQ Diploma in Sports Development (QCF), or the Edexcel L3 NVQ 
Diploma in Leisure Management (QCF). Successful learners at L2 may also consider general qualifications at L3, such 
as an A Level in Physical Education. 

 

Additional Information 

This qualification is theory based. The double core PE lesson may also be used in order to deliver the sports 
leadership module. There may be one term out of the two years that will be practical based but the sport will be 
decided by the PE department to best suit the unit being delivered. 
 

BTEC Sport Theory (SL: PE: Mrs Dempsey) 
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Accreditation: AQA GCSE (9-1) in Art and Design (Photography) 
Aims: 

 To learn a wide range of photographic skills and techniques. 

 To help learners become confident and creative photographers who are 
happy to try their hand at anything asked of them. 

 To challenge learners’ own expectations in producing photographic art work 
to be proud of. 

Photography 
is about 

capturing 
souls nots 

smiles. 
Dragan 

Tapshanov 

 

 

Course Content 

Knowledge 
The way sources inspire the development of ideas relevant to photography including: 
How sources relate to historical, contemporary, social, cultural and issues-based contexts and external considerations such 
as those associated with the cultural industries and client-oriented requirements 
How ideas, themes, subjects and feelings can inspire creative responses informed by different styles, genres and aesthetic 
considerations and/or an individual's distinctive view of the world 
The ways in which meanings, ideas and intentions relevant to photography can be communicated include the use of: 
Figurative and non-figurative forms, image manipulation, close up, and imaginative interpretation 
Visual and tactile elements such as: colour, line, form, tone, texture, shape, pattern, composition, scale, sequence, surface 
and contrast. 
Skills 
The use of photographic techniques and processes appropriate to students’ personal intentions, for example: techniques 
which make use of lighting, viewpoint, aperture, depth of field, shutter speed and movement. 
To use processes such as enlarger, chemical and/or digital processes. 
Use media and materials as appropriate to students' personal intentions, for example: film, photographic papers, chemicals 
appropriate to darkroom practices, digital media, programmes and related technologies, graphic media for purposes such as 
storyboarding, planning and constructing shoots. 

 

Assessment 
Students following a course of studies in photography are required to work in one or more areas such as those listed below. 
They may explore overlapping areas and combinations of areas: portraiture, location photography, studio photography 
techniques, experimental imagery, photo-journalism, digital media and documentary photography. 
Photography students are expected to meet the requirements of a given brief and its associated requirements by 
interpreting the brief and working within its constraints, and/or responding to an idea, concept or issue.  They need to 
demonstrate an appreciation of appropriate uses of lighting, location and the technical ability to handle a camera.   
All work is assessed by learners’ teachers whose marking is verified by an external examiner. Component 1 (portfolio)  60% 
of GCSE grade, Component 2 (externally assessed) 40% of grade 

 

Progression Options at Post 16 

Employment opportunities 
Graphic design, web design, editorial, publishing, fashion design and photography, interior design, architecture, film and 
theatre set design, portraits, wedding and studio photography 
Further qualifications 
Provides a strong foundation for further study at AS and A Level as well as vocational pathways. 

 
 

Additional Information 

The school will provide basic photography equipment for students to use in class (mainly ipads). However, it would be 
beneficial for students who are taking photography to have their own, high quality camera (which allows control of various 
settings aperture / focus etc) or a high quality camera phone. This is not essential, and students can access the full course 
without this. 

 

Photography (SL: Art: Mrs Reay) 
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And Finally… 

 

Further careers information can be found online at: 

www.nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk 

https://www.careersinc.uk/huntcliff-school/students/  

www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship  

www.russellgroup.ac.uk  

 

Additional support can be gained from: 

 Mr Rees  Assistant Headteacher Curriculum 

 Mrs Bridges  Year 9 Year Team Leader (YTL) 

 Ms Lee   Educational Needs Coordinator 

 Careers Inc  Independent advice and guidance – please see (Mrs Bridges)  
 

Please complete and return the GCSE Options Form 2019 which can be found in the 
envelope with this booklet or download it from the campus website 
(www.saltburnlearningcampus.co.uk  Huntcliff  School Curriculum  Year 9 Options), 
following the instructions carefully. Learners should keep a copy for themselves. 

The deadline for returning the form is Wednesday 15th February 2019 via form tutors. 
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